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75,000 HOLIDAY LIGHTS

You have to see it to believe it ! !

The wonder of it all . . .
Zane, Mary, and Zair Burris
at opening night 1987
(photo courtesy of The World)

Holiday lights and new permanent garden lightscaping will
expand to the Oriental pond.
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FROM PRESIDENT DAVID BRIDGHAM . . .

I would like to welcome new board members who were elected at
our annual meeting September 10th. Bob and Doris Emmett will
share one position and Georganna Casey will hold another. All
three have volunteered in the Gift and Information Center and for
the Holiday Lights event. I look forward to working with these
enthusiastic and creative board members.

This is our fifth year of Holiday Lights at Shore Acres and this
year is special. Holiday Lights "91 kicks off a two year celebration
for the 50th year of Shore Acres State Park. The official golden
anniversary of the park is December 10, 1992.

This year is special for another reason also. State parks’ staff
assisted by work center crews and volunteers have begun
installation of more than 4,000 feet of additional underground
wiring. This second phase brings the total amount of wire installed
in the garden to more than four (4) miles. Seventeen new service
outlets will be installed around the Oriental pond. This will enable
the Friends to display the first phase of garden light scaping during
the Holiday Lights this December.

We are excited about Holiday Lights *91. More outdoor
Christmas trees, new lights sculptures, accents of solid color lights,
a new theme for the garden house, and as always, all of the
wonderful volunteers, supporters, and state parks’ staff who make it
possible.
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"Which tree will we get?"

David Bridgham (right) holds garden plan as representatives of
several groups draw for holiday trees to decorate.

Counter clockwise from David are Tricia Shreck (House of
Myrtlewood), Kevin Kimball (SWOCC), Merrie Holbert (Friends
of Shore Acres), Sandy Bowman (Port of Coos Bay), JoEll
Jenkins (Pacific Power & Light), Mary Enstrom (Friends of
South Slough Reserve). Photo by Brad Garrison, The World

1991 Lights Pledges

John & Angelika Burles
Bob & Janet Huggins
Alice & Jim Layport
Tom & Joan Stamper

Abel & Swank Insurance Managers
Bechtold & Laird P.C.

Benetti’s Italian Restaurant

Best Western Holiday Motel, Tom Cotterell
Beta Delta Chapter of Epsilon Sigma Alpha
Broadway Builders Supply

Canned Food Grocery Outlet *

Captain John’s Motel

Cheryn’s Seafoods

Coos Bay/North Bend Tourism Promotions
Coos Head Builders, Tom Graham

Fred Meyer, Coos Bay

Honda World, Jim & Judy Gilbert *

House of Myrtlewood, John & Tricia Shreck
Industrial Services Inc., James C. Guernsey

* second year

J.C. Penney Co. Inc.

Menasha Corporation

Oregon Coast Music Association, John & Kim
Thompson

Pony Village Motor Lodge *

Realty World E.L. Edwards *

Red Lion Inn

Reese Electric Inc., George Reese *

Sause Bros. Ocean Towing, Dale Sause *
Schaefer’s Paint Works, Jay & Julie Schaefer
Sea Basket Restaurant, Clair Jones *
Security Bank, Chuck Brummel *

South Coast Printing, Preston & Karen Clement
Thomas & Sons Distributors, Glenn Thomas
Ticor Title Inc. Co. *

Tri-County Plumbing

W.J. Conrad Lumber Co. Inc., Roger Conrad *
Western Bank, Georges St.Laurent

Thank you very much !!!
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GARDEN NOTES

by George Guthrie, Landscape Maintenance Superintendent

Believe it or not, gardeners
are just like normal folks in most
respects -- especially when it
comes to cussing and discussing
the weather and its effects on
gardens. You have to admit
we’ve had an interesting few
months meteorologically.

With all the fog, clouds, and
rain in May and June, everybody
thought that summer would
never come. Then during our
September-October dry spell we
thought it would never leave.

Add to all this climatic
uncertainty little extras like a
seeming national convention of
porcupines in the rose garden

for you know what in December
and soon to be installed - a new
high tech automated irrigation
system for the formal garden.

Some of the new develop-
ments are easy to see -- others
like the irrigation system will
become more obvious next year
by helping make life a little
easier for both garden and
gardeners.

Early in October, Shore Acres
was honored by being selected to
be a featured segment on the
"Gardening with Ed Hume" show.
Ed’s show is syndicated in
various stations across the
country (Channel 2, Portland is

and you wonder if anything could New flower bed the nearest one I know of that
survive, let alone bloom or grow carries it) so the garden should
well. Actually, thanks to Frank, get some wide-spread recognition.
Yet, despite all the problems, Ellie, and the rest of the gang, So much for a review of things
pests and pitfalls there was some the garden loo_ked super. More- past -- the watchword in the
pretty neat stuff going on. The over, while doing all the usual garden is Christmas "yet to
water-lilies looked really superb, stuff necessary to keep the come" and it is coming soon.
cosmos bloomed like champs, and garden going, F?rank and Co. New, improved, bigger and better
despite a dismally slow start have been making a lot of extra -- need we say more? Probably
combined with a seemingly improvements, for example -- a not, except to say come on down,
perverse desire on their part to new raised bed along the spruce bring a friend and enjoy Holiday
toy with our emotions, the "f’alk’ undergr o'und electrical Lights at Shore Acres 1991.
dahlias finally did come out and lines "punched” through to help
looked pretty darn fine. light up the Oriental pond area % s

Letter from Seattle . . .
October 2, 1991

Dear Friends,

While visiting Shore Acres last month, I bought a
copy of the travel book "Oregon Headlands." Loved
it and wish I'd bought more. I looked for another
copy all the way up the coast. No luck.

So I hope you can send me 2 more copies. Since
the cost was $2.50/copy, I've enclosed a check for
$8.00. I hope that will cover the mailing costs. If
there is any left over, please keep it. If it’s not
enough, please let me know. I'll gladly send more.

James Heacock

P.S. Of my week’s travels from Eureka to Cannon
Beach, Shore Acres and especially my day on
Simpson Beach, were my highlights. Thanks.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Holiday Lights Set-up
Nov. 23 and 24 10 am - 5 pm
Nov. 30 and Dec.1 10 am - 5 pm
Dec. 7and 8 10 am -5 pm
RSVP your help 756-5401

Dec. 12 - 31
Holiday Lights and Open House
4 pm - 9 pm every night
includes Christmas Eve, Christmas,
and New Year’s Eve
Dec. 25 Drawing for Bed & Breakfast winner
Dec. 31 Last night of Holiday Lights "91
Jan. 4 and 5 Take down lights and decorations
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VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION DESSERT

The F.0.S.A. Gift Shop volunteers were
recognized for their many hours of service
with a dessert at the Garden House on
October 19th. Each was presented a
certificate of appreciation.

David Bridgham, F.0.S.A. President,
brought the group his personal greetings
and a thank-you from the board. He
explained some of the plans being
considered for enlarging the gift shop for
next season. It was agreed that any
enlargement would be welcomed.

Tony Mason shared a questionnaire he
had obtained at the fall Co-op Conference.
Many of the questions did not pertain to
our situation but consensus was our
visibility could be improved with better
lighting and signs. We also decided we

were doing a good job in our small space. Volunteers receiving certificates (clockwise from Manager Tony Mason

Gift Shop hours for the holiday season
were discussed. Park hosts will work
during the week, with Friends volunteers
working the weekends. It was decided to

and President David Bridgham) - Florrie Fox, Ellen Garner, Lorna
Richards, Gladys Ivy, Winnie Pitsenberger, Helen McElravey, Vera
Fusano, Phyllis Shelley, Rose Slevoigh, Charlotte Skinner, Claire
Kinman, Connie Eslinger

form teams of three for each night Volunteers unable to attend who have served faithfully this past
volunteers need to work. season include Beth Andersson, Anna Mae Barnes, Georganna Casey,

The dessert was arranged by Connie
Eslinger and Ellen Garner, volunteer
coordinators.

Bob & Doris Emmett, Chris & Donna Flammang, Bill & Lois Harvey,
Vivian Day, Jean Kyle, Irene Quick, Alice Richter, and Janet Nelson.
They will receive certificates at a later date.

S. E. A. - Shoreline Education Awareness

Bill and Joan Russell provide interpretive information at Simpson Reef.

During June, July and August, members
and volunteers of Shoreline Education
Awareness, Inc. provided wildlife
interpretation for visitors to Simpson Reef.
Bill and Joan Russell report that visitors
were very appreciative of their efforts. In a
recent letter to the Friends, Joan reported,
"The visitors continue to amaze us with
their reactions. One lady asked ‘What are
all of those little rocks on the beach?

When she saw through the scope that they
were seals she became very excited
exclaiming she had never seen anything
like that before!

The best comment of all comes from the
locals who say they have been viewing the
area for twenty years and did not know
there were four different kinds of seals and
they say ‘keep up the good work! It is very
heartwarming to hear."
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LOOKING BACK . . . highlights of the last five years

In 1985 the state of Oregon passed legislation to enable private, non-profit cooperatives to work with state
parks. Their mission: to provide educational and interpretive services to state parks and their visitors.

On December 4, 1986, an organizational meeting of the Friends of Shore Acres was held at SWOCC. John
Garner was elected chairman of the board of directors, which included John Bergen, George Guthrie, Marty
Giles, John Garner, Dick Hansen, Tony Mason, and David and Shirley Bridgham. Also at the meeting were
Andy LaTomme, Karen Wuethrich, Ron Hjort and Mike Bodkin. Those attending contributed one dollar each
and Mike Bodkin agreed to file incorporation papers for the Friends.

Early goals included improvement in garden plant identification and signs; new brochures and slide
shows; replacement of plants and the former fountain; interpretive displays for Shell Island; interpretive
display for the lighthouse viewpoint; a new trail map brochure; and a visitor center.

1987 - The Friends provided a series of intertidal
walks at Cape Arago and garden walks at Shore
Acres. Three annual spring and summer activities
were established - Pond cleaning in March,
Rhododendron Sunday on Mother’s Day and Rose

R

park personnel, and electricians Dave West, Tom
Stemmerman and George Jones installed three miles
of wire. It was completed during November
rainstorms - just in time for the holiday season.
Parking lot lights were installed and the expanded
display of 12,000 lights drew 20,000 visitors from 38
Sunday on Father’s Day. The first newsletter was states and 16 countries.

published in November.

One topic of discussion was night lighting in the
garden. As a first step the Friends embarked on an
ambitious adventure. Using temporary power poles
and dozens of extension cords, volunteers strung
6,000 miniature white lights in the garden.
Christmas at Shore Acres '87 drew 9,000 visitors
and became an instant community tradition.

1989 - The Gift and Information Center opened, the
Friends sold raspberry sundaes at the summer
garden concert and state parks celebrated a 60th
anniversary. A new brick walkway installed next to
the garden house, gave direct access to the garden
and the lights project expanded to 25,000 lights.
About 35,000 visitors (from 153 Oregon cities, 43
states, 17 countries and 6 Canadian provinces)
1988 - It was clear that permanent underground enjoyed the lights, the entertainment, a new theme
wiring was needed. Following plans engineered by in the garden house and the traditional hot cider
Ed Riley and Tom Kyle, members of the Friends, and homemade cookies. >>>
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1990 - As the number of members, volunteers and
supporters grew, the board planned for a very busy
year. Volunteers from the Bureau of Land

and the Gift and Information Center expanded its
inventory in anticipation of summer. The Friends
helped the U.S. Coast Guard celebrate its 200th
anniversary and were successful in securing five
matching grants from Oregon State Parks. New
plant identification markers were installed in the

garden and a slide program, The Shore Acres Story,
was shown to visitors at the garden house. For the
first time, local businesses and organizations were

asked for lights pledges to expand the holiday lights.

A successful campaign resulted in more than 50,000
lights for Holiday Lights and Open House "90.
Several organizations decorated the large outdoor

Christmas trees, new lights sculptures were
displayed, and the Oregon Highway Division
installed holiday lights highway signs provided by
Sunset Bay District. In spite of frigid weather,
45,000 visitors came from 142 Oregon cities, 46
states, 24 countries and 6 Canadian provinces.
Comments ranged from "awesome" to "just beautiful,
so glad we stayed the extra days to enjoy." Tricia
and John Shreck won the first ultimate bed and
breakfast, which entitled them to stay overnight in
the garden house New Year’s Eve.

1991 - In addition to regular activities, the living
history grant project was completed and the Gift and
Information Center was open from May through
October (with plans to be open in December).
Another successful lights pledge campaign will allow
for expansion to more than 75,000 holiday lights in
December. And watch for completion of the first
phase of permanent light-scaping in the Oriental
pond area of the garden.

Holiday Lights and Open House at Shore Acres
December 12 - 31, 1991
4 p.m. - 9 p.m. every evening
(includes Christmas Eve, Christmas, and New Year’s Eve)
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WHICH YEAR IS IT ? ?

by Andy LaTomme, Sunset Bay Park District Manager

As I wandered around the Oriental pond last
week, I was struck by a strange feeling of deja vu.
There was rain, and sticky blue-clay mud, and
open trenches, and more mud, and inmates with
shovels, and still more mud, and parksfolk with
shovels, and even more mud, and a vision of daily
pages falling off of a calendar like leaves from a tree as
December 12th fast approaches.

Is this 1988 or 1991? It must be 1991 because the
trenches surround the pond instead of criss-crossing the
formal lawns.

Have faith, my Friends, it'll all get done before the
master switch is thrown on 75,000 holiday lights and the
even’tide lightscaping around the pond. As the man says:
"Yer gonna hafta see it ta belief it."

I was amused to note that Oregon Coast magazine
considers the holiday lights a "regional attraction." Either
they didn’t read last year’s guest register or else the
southern Oregon coast now stretches from Seattle to Los
Angeles . . .

GIFT AND INFORMATION CENTER
OPENS DECEMBER 12
Hours: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

All kinds of gift ideas for Christmas.

* a new holiday mug
* limited edition porcelain ornaments
* Shore Acres postcards

WIN THE ULTIMATE BED & BREAKFAST

A lucky couple will get to stay overnight in the Garden
House on New Year’s Eve with the holiday lights left on.

A catered breakfast will be served New Year’s morning.

Tickets are $10 and are available at Harvest Books in
Coos Bay and at the House of Books in Pony Village. They
will be available at Shore Acres during the Holiday Lights
and Open House.

The drawing will be held Christmas at 8 p.m.

(need not be present to win)

NUMBERS TO CALL
if you want to help . . .

bake cookies
888-3173

string garden lights
756-5401 or 267-3012

decorate the house
267-0570 or 756-5826

entertain 756-6789

host 267-4037
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HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE *

All entertainment is weather permitting and subject to change.

Thursday, December 12

7:00 - 7:30 Harmony Inc. Sweet Adelines Chorus
7:30 - 8:00 Community Band
8:00 - 8:30 North Bend Presbyterian Choir

Friday, December 13

TBA OCMA Madrigal Singers

7:30 - 8:00 North Bend High School Jazz Choir
8:00 - 8:30 Gold Coast Men’s Barbershop Chorus

Saturday, December 14

5:00 - 5:30 Girl Scout Troop 272

6:00 - 7:00 Don Loftus, Accordion
7:00 - 7:30 SWOCC Concert Choir
7:30 - 8:00 SWOCC Southwesters

Sunday, December 15
6:00 - 7:00 Kim, Kevin, Mikah Paulson

Monday, December 16
7:00 - 7:30 Camp Fire Boys and Girls

Tuesday, December 17

7:00 - 7:30 North Bay Chorus
7:30 - 8:00 North Bay Chorus
Wednesday, December 18 TBA

Thursday, December 19
7:00 - 7:30 Rose Jameson, Vocal/Guitar

Friday, December 20

7:00 - 8:00 Harpist Carol Ann Smith

8:00 - 9:00 Jazz Guitar, Fred Gonzales & Ron Potts

Saturday, December 21

5:00 - 6:00 Praise Center Drama Group, Four
Square Church

6:00 - 7:00 Rainbow Cloggers

7:00 - 7:30 Charleston Community Church Choir

7:30 - 8:30 Runeberg Dancers

Sunday, December 22
4:00 - 5:00 North Bend Assembly of God Choir

7:30 - 8:00 Carolyn Regal and Wanda Graham
Monday, December 23
6:00 - 7:00 Rainbow Cloggers

Tuesday, December 24
6:00 - 7:00 Geno the Clown

Wednesday, December 25 TBA
Thursday, December 26 TBA

Friday, December 27
8:00 - 9:00 Jazz Guitar, Fred Gonzales & Ron Potts

Saturday, December 28
5:00 - 6:00 Geno the Clown

Sunday, December 29 TBA
Monday, December 30 TBA

Tuesday, December 31 TBA

* As of November 17.
Others may be added.

TWO COOKY BAKES

Saturday, Nov. 23 - 10 a.m. North Bend Junior High School
Saturday, Dec. 7 - 10 a.m. North Bend Junior High School

Call Sharon Fortune to RSVP -- 888-3173
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Life

Sause Bros. Ocean Towing
Jack & Carol Shinniger
L.L. Stewart

Benefactor

Howard Chaney

Kathleen Grossman

Clair & Diane Jones

Life Care Center of Coos Bay
Bob & Margaret Perkins

B. Georga Taylor

Richard & Patricia Ulp

Jim & Diane Verger

Sponsor

Sandra E. Decker

Connie & Ariann Eslinger
Mr.& Mrs. Robert Jackson
Industrial Services, Inc.
(James C. Guernsey)
William Moragne

Andy & Lynn Nasburg
North Bend Garden Club
Maybelle Olson

Dr. Ed Quinn & Dr. Amy Lipton

Dr. Donna Rabin &
Dr. W.S. Richardson
Frank & Donna Smith
Al & Ellen Stinchfield
Ted & Carolyn Terry
Dorothy Vaughn

Jane & Harold Wrigley

Patron

Pearl Affholter

Al Aslakson

Dottie Bergen

Don & Richie Bock
David & Shirley Bridgham
Ivan & Nancy Brooks
Don & Margaret Burdg
Georganna Casey
Sherry Celentano
Phillip & Kay Cogswell
Carole & Pete Dawson
Ruth Doran

Jay & Joy Dow

Bob & Doris Emmett
Len & Joyce Farr
Wallace & Helen Ferguson
Sandra Field

Ms. Leslie A. Gabel
Ellen Garner

Gloria & Llody Geraths
Bob & Dorothy Gillett
Clariece B. Graham
Virginia Grant

MEMBERSHIP 1991

Patron (continued)
Chet Haliski & Kay Lorence
Howard Hall
Kenn Hess
Tom & Gloria Hillstrom
Dr. & Mrs. J.A. Holbert
Steve & Jan Hooper
Wilbur & Judy Jensen
Wally & Monita Johnson
Charles E. & Mary Jones
Ellie Kinney-Martial
Stan & Ellie Klenke
Tim & Ann Koppy
Tony & Bonnie Koreiva
Lindy Lane Nursery
(Gus & Anne Langley)
Mary C. (Kay) Lorence
Maxine McKenzie
Dr. & Mrs. Phil Morgan
Jim & Betty Ohman
Lloyd Quick
Al & Betty Seelig
Jim & Lorna Shivley
Linda & Steve Short
Tom & Julie Spence
Jeff & Vera Taylor
Lyn & John Topits
Clare Wehrle
James & Maurine Wilson

Family

Teri & Mark Albert

Marion & Marilyn Andrews
Mary Bachurin & Paul Weigel
Patricia Ann & Bill Borcher
Don & Bernice Borglum
Jim & Karen Campbell
Rose & Arthur Clark

Don & Cindy Crawford
Karen & Peter Crosby

Rick & Liz Curtis

Mitsue & Elwin Deal

Chris & Donna Flammang
Jack & Muriel Graves
Wayne & Pat Haight

Eric & Elise Hamner

Dick & Nan Hansen

Lynn & Stace Heusinkveld
Ron & Bernice Hjort

Fred & Gladys Ivy

Katrina & Donovan Jacobs
Carl & Marjorie Jensen

Bill & Billie Kean

Robert & Carol Lee

Myles K. Lowell

Van & Lois Messner

Gregg & Connie Nelson
Mike Perkins & Carol Ventgen

Family (continued)

Jim & Demay Pringle
Carole M. Quick Family
Al & Sally Roberts

Dean & Carolyn Russell
Wm. (Bingo) & Ginger Sawyer
Henry & Mary Scheirman
Arlin & Helen Shefstad
Dean & Dixie Sheldon
Crystal & Eugene Shoji
Richard & Irene Sund

Ed & Judy Swenson

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Tyndall
Luis & Josefina Velasquez
Dick & Judy Wagner
David & Shirley Wagstaff
Bill & Shary Werdell
Janet Wilson

Individual

Beth Andersson
Sandra Archerd
Anna Mae Barnes
Barbara T. Chilla
Marlene M. Dolezal
Barbara Fowler
Florence C. Fox
George Guthrie Jr.
Nancy L. Hammer
Mrs. James A. Hanna
Jim Harris, PhD
Hauser Garden Club
Mike Hewitt

Alice Hobbs

Jo Jensen

Carol J. Knapp
Tony Mason

Krislee McCoy
Mildred L. Miller
Janet Nevin
Virginia Paczesniak
Sharon L. Parks
Mrs. Helen F. Ray
Lorna Richards
Alice Richter

Archi Rosenthal
Geneva Selin

Hal Sinclair
Charlotte S. Skinner
Jean Strehl

Donna M. Sturdivan
Patty Wylie

Senior

B & B Bunnell
Rachel Harwood
Mary E. Hill

James & Irene Johnson

>>>
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Senior (continued)

Claire Kinman

Edward E. Lampton

Harry & Sabra Luckett
Lucy L. Martin

Pete & Helen McElravey
Edith I. Menken

Winnie Pitsenberger

Hazel Pletchney

Irene Quick

Ward & Monica Robertson
Robert & Florence Ross
Mrs. James M. Schneider
Stanley & Margaret Stephens
Alfred & Caroline Tyson
Richard & Jerrie Van Natta
Ken & Dorothy Westland
Caroline M. Wright

Doris Emmett (left) volunteers at Gift and Information Center.

THANKS MEMBERS !!!

YOU are the foundation of The Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. and we appreciate your continued financial
support and volunteer help. Your membership status is printed on the address label of your newsletter.
If you have a "1" next to your member category code, please renew your membership January 1, 1992.

If you have a "2" next to the code, you have already renewed. Thanks!

MEMBERSHIP

The Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. is a private non-profit organization with tax-exempt status. Its purpose is fo
participate in interpretive, educational and physical development programs with Sunset Bay Park District.

Membership Year - January 1st to December 31st.

As a member, you will receive a membership card, Friends decals and the quarterly newsletter. You also receive a 10%
discount on sales items if you show your membership card at the Gift and Information Center. To become a member or
to renew your membership, fill out the application form and return with your check or money order to:

The Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., P.O. Box 1172, Coos Bay OR 97420.

Individual or Senior $10 [ ] Family $15[ ] Patron $25 [ ] Sponsor $50 [ ] g

Benefactor $100 [ ]  Sustaining $250 [ ] Life $500 [ ] Gift

Name

Address and phone number

Please circle any activities you would like to help with.

Board of Directors Gift and Information Center Garden Sitting/Tours Pond Cleaning
Rhododendron Sunday/Mothers Day Rose Sunday/Fathers Day Oregon Coast Music Festival/July
Holiday Lights & Open House/December

Recycled Paper @ Printed by South Coast Printing
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