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Shirley Bridgham




Shirley Bridgham

Hotw Friends of Shore Acres Bappened

decided to tell the story of Shoreacres and Shore Acres State Park by creating a multi-

image slide show to be shown at the 5th annual Multi-Image Festival in September.
After the Festival, Shirley Bridgham asked Andy LaTomme, manager at Shore Acres State
Park, if the park wanted a copy. He said yes. Not long after, Andy asked Shirley and her
husband David if they would like to help start a Friends group — a non-profit corporation
in association with state parks. They said yes.

I n 1986, the Communication Arts Group at Southwestern Oregon Community College

An organizational meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in Room 12 of
Sumner Hall on the campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance
were Andy LaTomme, John Bergen, Mike Bodkin, David and Shirley Bridgham, John
Garner, Marty Giles, George Guthrie, Dick Hansen, Ron Hjort, Tony Mason, and Karen
Wuethrich. On that important night, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. in cooperation with
Shore Acres State Park began a long journey of success.

The Shore Acres Story was shown in slide format to thousands of visitors for years, then
transferred to VHS tape for easier showing. In 2006, it was transferred to DVD. In 2013,
it was transformed again, this time with additional photos courtesy of Caitlin Day, James
McDermott, Sunset Bay State Park and the Coos Historical and Maritime Museum.
Special thanks goes to Phillip Bridgham for rescuing the original sound track.

The program is about Asa Meade Simpson and his son Louis Jerome and the history of
the magnificent estate that Louis called Shoreacres. It continues with what Shore Acres
State Park was like in 1986 when the slide show was created. m

Ward Robertson
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by Shirley Bridgham - 2014

Shirley Bridgham
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It’s time to preserve the Friends’ photos and clippings using the following:
e Epson Expression 11000XL Scanner

Adobe PhotoShop CS-3

Adobe InDesign CS-3.

Epson Presentation Paper - Matte

Epson Premium Photo Paper - Glossy

Epson Stylus Photo R2000 Printer

| will also save the album pages as PDF files. m Album 2

Ward Robertson




Pote from Shirley Bridaham - September 2014

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. was founded on
December 4, 1986.

1st annual year Dec. 4, 1986 - Aug. 31, 1987
1st Birthday - Dec. 4, 1987
1st Christmas Lights - Dec. 11, 1987

2nd annual Year - Sept. 1, 1987 - Aug. 31, 1988
2nd Birthday - Dec. 4, 1988

... and so on. The annual year runs from September
of one year to the end of August of the next year.

hat an amazing journey it has been for David and me since 1986. Little did we know

when we, the Friends, decided to bring more attention to Shore Acres State Park, by
stringing some lights to celebrate Christmas in 1987, we would begin an awesome adventure
that continues to this day.

So many volunteers, so many supporters, so many visitors, such a great board of
directors, and always so much excellent cooperation from park managers, rangers and staff -
all combine to make Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. one of the most successful non-profit Co-ops
in the state of Oregon.

All these years, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. has been truly blessed to remain an all-
volunteer organization. It has made it possible to accomplish so many interpretive and
physical development projects at Shore Acres. Visit our Information & Gift Center and pick
up one of our membership brochures and you will find an extensive list.

I’ve been privileged to create and produce our slide shows, DVDs, and Newsletters
and Journals. Not to mention, designing the lights display and seeing it come together like
theater every season. Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it'’s also a lot of fun. David has the challenge
of designing and producing new sculptures and maintaining the old ones. When we read the
comments in the guest books, we always get enthused to start the next season.

This year, I'm starting a project to preserve the Friends’ archives in physical albums —
this is the first album — backed up in a digital format for easy viewing by many. We have
many photos, news clippings and other materials that will be included in the albums.

As I've started going through the archives, I'm reminded of how FoSA has grown and
prospered in order to help Shore Acres State Park, Sunset Bay State Park and Cape Arago
State Park. What a great reminder of why we do what we do. Our hope is that in the future,
others will experience and enjoy the same opportunities. B

FPote from Dabid Bridgham - September 2014

he following pages (and Albums) are a chronology of the

efforts of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., but even more than
that, tell the tale of the enormous support that the Friends have
enjoyed from our regional communities.

This was a movement whose time had come. The Oregon
State Legislature had passed “Enabling” Legislation allowing
non-profit 501 (c)3'organizations to adopt a specific State Park to
provide educational and interpretive services to its visitors. Well
that's the dry legislative speak for find a core user group that

Z

that we all bring our friends and visitors to when we want to show off the beauty of the

loves that park and let it nurture and care for it.

Shore Acres State Park, 13 miles from town, is the touchstone

Oregon south coast. There was a built-in and pent-up desire to shower this special place
with community pride and needed TLC. Outreach to our communities started with the
planning sessions with FOSA Board members and volunteers. Dreaming of what could be,
planning on now and the future.

Holiday Lights at Shore Acres is a night time interpretation of the formal English style
gardens and the reflecting pond at the oriental garden. Historically, the original Simpson
mansion built on the bluff at the stone wall, was a Christmas present to Louie Simpson's wife
Cassie. From the very first lighting event we recognized the importance to the communities
to open the Garden House for our visitors and start building traditions. After 27 annual
lightings it thrills me to hear from adults with their young family when they tell us they came
to see the lights as kids and now they 're bringing their families to grow the tradition.

An important cornerstone to the Holiday Lights tradition is the consistency of our focus
on major themes. We have stayed true to who we are and where we re at, interpreting the
gardens with flower-lights, sculptures that are inspired by what's found in the gardens as well
as many marine related sculptures. The Garden House is beautifully decorated with an old
time (Simpson era) theme that fits this historic gardener s cottage.

There are those certainties in life - like the tide at our ocean's shore, the Bay and its
tributaries - migrating geese, and the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres. When I see or hear
a migrating flock of Canadian Geese I get an itch I can only scratch by stringing lights at
Shore Acres.

You will see as you turn these pages that the secret sauce has always been to engage our
community, give credit and ownership where deserved, and always try to improve this place
that we all love. R
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Friends of Shore Acres, Ine.

Founded December 4, 1986

“The purpose of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.

is to participate in interpretive, educational,
and physical development programs
with Sunset Bay Management Unit.”

FoSA Bylaws

Album 2



Friends of Shore Aeres, Inc.

FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
MINUTES

A meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in room 12 of Sumner Hall on the
campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance were Andy LaTomme,
John Bergen, George Guthrie, Karen Wuethrich, Marty Giles, Ron Hjort, Mike Bodkin, John
Garner, Shirley Bridgham, David Bridgham, Dick Hansen and Tony Mason. Andy LaTomme
opened the meeting by giving background information about the establishment of non-
profit corporations in association with state parks.

Mike Bodkin reviewed the legal steps necessary to establish a corporation and to certify
it as tax-exempt under federal and state laws: fees to be paid, legal liability of corporation
members and the formation of an initial board of directors.

Discussion followed on the details of the above presentations. The group agreed that
a preliminary date of June, 1987 was a goal for establishing the tax-exempt status of the
organization and that the group should forego any solicitation of funds until this status has
been obtained.

Those present introduced themselves to the group and completed a sign-up sheet with
their names and addresses. Each person was asked if he or she desired to serve on the initial
board of directors. All except Andy LaTomme, Ron Hjort, Karen Wuethrich and Mike Bodkin
responded "yes."

Some discussion followed about the number of state park employees to be allowed
to serve on the board at any one time. It was generally agreed that no more than 1/4 of
the board should be composed of state park employes, however formal action on this was
deferred until bylaws are adopted. It was agreed that the Sunset Bay State Park district
manager would serve as a non-voting member of the board. There was some discussion
about this and it was understood and agreed that the group would not undertake any
projects without the approval of the district park manager or his designee.

Nominations were opened for chairman. Dick Hansen and John Bergen were nominated
and declined. John Garner was nominated and unanimously elected. He conducted the
balance of the meeting.

A motion to name the organization the "Friends of Shore Acres, Inc," was proposed,
seconded and passed.

Mike Bodkin was named to act as legal agent for the Friends of Shore Acres (hereafter
referred to as the "Friends") and was thanked for his work thus far. Discussion followed
regarding the purposes of the Friends as required for the incorporation papers.

Mike Bodkin stated that he would use wording from a similar organization’s application
and that he expected the incorporation papers would be returned by the next meeting.

Friends of Shore Acres
December 4, 1986
Minutes - page 2

It was decided the scope of the organization would be discussed when bylaws were
presented for adoption at a later meeting.

There was discussion about membership in general, voting vs. non-voting membership
and graduated membership fees. Action on this was deferred until a later meeting.

A collection was taken to cover the cost of the incorporation fee. A total of $13.00 was
collected from the group.

It was proposed and approved that Mike Bodkin act as initial incorporator for the Friends.

Additional discussion about the purpose of the Friends took place. It was felt that the
purposes stated in the articles of incorporation should be broad enough to allow the group
to participate in a broad range of activities, including physical development in the park.

The agenda for the next meeting was discussed. It was decided that bylaws and the
setting of goals for the group would take up most of the meeting. The board was asked to
be prepared to discuss possible goals and committee assignments for that meeting. Dick
Hansen was selected to lead the discussion on bylaws.

Andy LaTomme was asked to bring a copy of his park's master plan to assist in
coordinating the goals of the Friends with those of State Parks. He was also asked to
prepare a draft set of bylaws, based on those used by existing cooperating associations, to
be mailed to board members before the next meeting.

Andy LaTomme was asked to prepare a press release announcing the formation of the
Friends with special mention of Mike Bodkin's contribution.

Karen Wuethrich was asked to prepare minutes of the meeting.

The date for a second meeting was set for January 13, 1987. Shirley Bridgham was asked
to arrange for a meetlng room at SWOCC. The suggestion was made that the board consider
a fixed meeting date, e.g., the second Tuesday of each month. It was felt that this was a
good idea, but no action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
f}{ﬂ,‘?\ﬂ,fr\ LA usn vl

Karen Wuethrich
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Friends of Shore Acres, Ine.

Annual Pear - September 1, 1988 - Qugust 31, 1989

September 13, 1988 - Annual Meeting - Garden House at Shore Acres

Shore Acres’ Manager Andy LaTomme gets a
“thanks” rose from David Bridgham

. l[hi .fi b T i, L

Front - Robin Harms, Don Harms, Frank Smith, Donna Smith, Debbie Webb, Dean Webb; Middle - Phyllis Love, Tony Mason, Nellie ,
Ripper Hall, Howard Hall, Dick Van Natta, Jerrie Van Natta, Claire Kinman; Back - Ann Koppy, Dick Hansen (standing), Andy LaTomme glhum 2



September JFun and Recoguition

In the Bridgham’s garage, David Bridgham, Donna Smith and Frank Smith created two herons/cranes for a Friends of Shore
Acres’ Fun Festival float. Coos Head Builders Supply and Tom Graham provided the truck. The design of the birds was used
later for the metal sculptures in the Lights display. l
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Parade
winners

A previous list of winners in the
Bayv Area Fun Festival Parade was
incomplete. Here are the remainder
of the winners, according to the Bay
Area Chamber of Commerce,
Community and Church

First place:  Baha'i Church

[Second place:  Shore Acres |

Third place: Salmon and Trout
Enhancement Program

Hobhy groups

First place: Ocean Pacific
Cloggers

Dean Webb and
several kids hitched
a ride on the float.

Third place:
First place:
Third place:

First place:

Third place:
Clambake

First place:

Association

Second place:

Second place:

Second place:
Shrine Club Renegades

Second place:
Third place

Rainbow Cloggers
Hillah Clowns
Individual
Freddy the Clown
Yappy the Clown
0ld Time Fiddler

Groups and Clubs

Runberg Dancers
Lincoln County

South Coast Dixieland

Other
Coos Bay Library
Hearthside

Oregon ATV




October-FPovember Challenge - Anderground Piring

E e

Head Gardener George Guthrie (L) oversees inmates.

sing plans by Ed Riley and electricians

from Kyle Electric, the Friends launched an
ambitious project to install more than three (3)
miles of underground wiring in the formal garden.
It was one of the first projects that required help
from the Shutter Creek Correctional crews. Ditches
... and more ditches were dug, wire was laid,
outlets installed and ditches were covered. Allin
time for the 2nd annual Christmas Lights at Shore
Acres State Park. B




fHlore than 3 miles of wire and outlets in all flower beds

George Jones Tom Stemmerman, Andy LaTomme and David Bridgham George Guthrie, George Jones and Tom Kyle
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Shore Acres State Park Landscape Main-
tenance Supervisor George Guthrie, center, is
undeterred by wet weather and seems 1o be
really getting into his work on the un-
derground wiring project at Shore Acres

Botanical Gardens. Park emplovee Gail
Walfe, right, looks on as she takes a brenk
from shovelling the heavy elay, sodden from
recent rain and broken lIrrigation pipes.
Guthrie, who says his job-title should really be
“Chiel Pansy-Planter, and Slug-Killer

Waorld phato by Calund
Supreme,” is working with park emplovese
work release personnel and community volu
teers on the extensive project, which wi
facilitate the stringing of lights for this year
“Christmas at Shore Acres.”




riginal posters were

designed and produced
by Phyllis K. Love, Graphic
Artist at Southwestern
Oregon Community College.
Volunteers spent hours hand
coloring the posters. i

Original size 11 x 17
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ng ready for the 2nd annual Christmas Lights

he 2nd annual Christmas Lights
at Shore Acres had even more
lights, volunteers and visitors. B

1 alR L T e

Frank Smith and David Bridgham installed a corner tree anchor.

Decorators were ready to transform the Garden House into a lovely
home for visitors to get hot cider, coffee and cookies.

Tree was “planted” in the center walkway to the pond. Sharon Fortune (Left front) and Pearl Groves (Right front) led the
cookie bakers in the first cookie bake.

Shutter Creek Inmate (hard hat) and Head Gardener George
Guthrie (Rt) in planting a large Christmas tree.



Plenty of Publicity

December 1988

|
The Magazine of Westérn Living

Holiday Roasts: 3 S
Traditional to “Wild” ».128 '

Victorian Christmasin the West .62 §

{ i
Festive Cookies, Menus, Wraps, ‘
Decarations, Gift Ideas \

i’ .

1

Fearkery fower of bovlebeush (Callistemon

citrimus) stands owl anong dark feaves

Open howse puesiy help thenselves o hor ofder
im Roliday-festive gardener's cottage

Winter surprises at Oregon’s
botanic garden on an ocean cliff

Tour a garden in December? Summer visi-
tors to the Shore Acres State Park botani-
cal garden, which rambles over a coastal
clill in southern Oregon, may lind it hard
o imagine coming in winter. But there’s
plenty o recommend an off-season stroll
here, especinlly during the halidays.

You'll find a surprising numbser of plants
still in kloom, fram the 1987 All-America
shrub rose “Bonica' to the lavender-blue
blossoms of hydrangea and the dark pur-
ple of hebe, Look also for ||||g|,':'||1g Tuch-
sias and brilliamt red-hot poker | Knipho-
fra wvarigl. As m any well-kept winter
garden, the subile shades and textures of
leal and bark are as appealing as fowers

Many of the plants arc labeled, and the
48

gardener 18 glad to share information with
Mant lovers,

Lust December, the Friends of Shore
Acres decked the park railings with cedar
boughs, strung tiny white lights along
hedges and in a tree, ond opened the
gardener’s cottage for refreshments.

For this second "Christmas at Shore
Acres,” December 10 through December
30, the group is tripling the lighting and
decorating the entire cottage with turn-of-
the-century [lurnishings. The public is
welcome between 5 and 9 any eveming,
even Christmas. To appreciate the gar-
dens, go before dark. Admission is free.
Shore Acres is about 10 miles southwest
of Coos Bay al Cape Arago.

observation shelter ai Shore Acres

MICHATL TIPS
Dramatic seed heads of Grunrera chifervic stand erect ar edge of Ly
pamtcd, where branze cranes and store lantern help create Japanese effect

Wares barter sandstome clifs below

BUNSET
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RESTAURANT

WISHES YOU
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTING TO GO UP THIS WEEKEND AT SHORE ACRES

The formal gardens at Shore Acres State Park will again be lighted for Christmas, 5-9
nightly, from Dec. 10 through Dec. 30, courtesy of the Friends of Shore Acres. The
Last year's Christmas lighting attracted nearly 10,000 visitors from throughout the
United States and several foreign countries.

This weekend, members of the Friends and volunteers from the community will string
more than 15,000 1lights in the gardens and around the turn-of-the-century garden
house. The garden house will be furnished with antiques and decorated for Christmas
Visitors will be treated to freshly baked cookies and beverages including cranberry
punch and hot, spiced cider and coffee.

Entertainment is scheduled from 7 to 8 on most evenings New features this year
include the first phase of 1lighting in the parking area and lighted handicapped
access. Admission to the gardens is free, although donations will be accepted.

Displays will lig

Cities planning
festivals, shows
throughout state

Holiday lights will sparkle through-
out Oregon as several cities plan spe-
clal displays and exhibits for the sea-
501,

Albany is the site for a night-time
display of thousands of white lights on
historic Victorian homes. The lighted
backdrop is available for family driv-
ing. Horse-drawn carriage rides, hay
rides and walking tours of the Victori-
an residential districts are also
planned. Carriage rides for two will be
held every half hour from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Dec. 10, 16, 17, 23 and 24. Res-
ervations are required for the rides,

' NORTHWEST
TRAVEL

_ NOTES

and the cost is $25 per couple. Caroling
tours on horse<drawn hay wagons are
offered from 4 p.m. to & p.m. Dec. 10
and 17 for a cost of $2. Albany's local
walking club has sckeduled a four-mile
Christmas-lights walk.

An old-fashioned Christmas parlor
tour of 15 Albany homes, churches and
museums is scheduled from 2 p.m. to 7
p.m. next Sunday, Dec. 11. The cost is
§6 for adults and §4 for senior citizens
and children.

For information, tickets or reserva-
tions, call the Albany Convention and
Visitors Commission at (800) 526-2256.

ht up the season

Bandon is planning a festival of
white lights for the holiday season.
The Festival of Lights will be held
starting Friday through New Year's
Day with merchants, civic groups and
boat owners decorating the town. The
festivities begin at 5 p.m. at the Ban-
don Chamber of Commerce I[nforma-
tion Center in Old Town with carols
and the lighting of the community
Christmas tree. At 5:15 pm., a fire
siren will signal the lighting of the holi-
day displays. For more information,
call the chamber of commerce at 347-
8616,

Coos Bay's Shore Acres State Park
will twinkle with lights starting on Sat-
urday as the park's formal garden will
be decorated and open nightly for visi-
tors from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. The park’s
garden house will be furnished with
antiques and decorated for the holi-
days. Visitors will be treated to re-
freshments, and entertainment will be
scheduled on most nights from 7 p.m.
to & p.m. Four outdoor Christmas frees
and three indoor trees will be on dis-
play along with the nearly 15,000 lights
throughout the park. The gardens will
be open through Dec. 30 including
Christmws Eve and Christmas Day. For
more information, call 888-T268.



2nd annual Christmas Lights at Shore Acres - 1988
Sneak Preview Invitation

WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU

Chrigtmas
at
5 bove ﬂ Creg THANK YOU

THANK YOU

Because you're special.... you're invited

Sneak Preview

Christmas Lights and Open House
Shore Acres Gardens

THANK YOU
o
THANK YOU

Thursday Dec. 8th 1988, 6-8 pm.

THANK YOU WNORIYYS

Help us test the lights and
sample our first batch of hot cider

THANK YOU

AN, 4%

' Your Host: Friends of Shore Acres'
%% Board of Directors *#*

An Instant Tradition
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Winrdd file photo
Tripling of dazzling lights at Shore Acres this December creates a fairyland.

The formal gardens at
Acres State Park turn mtu a
fairyland of lights Saturday, Dec.
10, thanks to the lighting display
and holiday hospitality offered by
the Friends of Shore Acres.

Last year, the Christmas lights
and festivities attracted nearly
10,000 visitors and the event has
been reported in the December
edition of the national magazine
“Sunset."”

Members of the Friends of
Shore Acres and volunieers from
throughout the community have
installed more than 15,000 lights
throughout the gardens and
around the turn-of-the-century
house.

The gardener's coltage was
built in 1908, and the Friends have
turned it inmto a warm and
welcoming histeric wvisit to
Christmas past, with cherished
antiques and homebaked holiday
cookies and spiced cider, cran-
berry punch or hol coffee
available to all visitors. Three in-
door trees will showecase a variety
of styles of decorations.

Last year, the entire display
was “‘put together with extension
cords, duct tape and plastic
bags."' according to Andy

LaTomme, park superintendent.
This year, volunteers have buried
15,000 feet of electrical cable, dis-
playing almost three times the
lights, and decorating four oul-
door trees,

The extensive project could not
have been completed without
community support, LaTomme
noted, peinting especially to the
International Brotherhood of

Lights will twinkle
Dec. 10 through Dec.30

Electrical Workers (IBEW ), Kyle
Electric, and engineer Ed Riley,
who designed the electrical work
— all volunteers,

Entertainment is offered from 7
to 8 p.m, most nights the gardens
are open.

The pgardens will be lighted
nightly through Dec. 30, including
both Christmas eve and
Christmas Day night, from 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m.

MNew features include the [irst
phase of lights in the parking

~

area, as well as lighted handicap-
ped access from the parking area
to the garden house,

The "“Sunset'” article points out
that the gardens have much to of-
fer during daylight this time of
year, too. Aside from the walks
available adjacent to the ocean
and cliffs, and enclosed visitors
area, the gardens offer foliage
and flowers, the magazine notes.

Some plants are still in bloom,
possibly the shrub rose **Benica,”
a 1987 All-America rose selection,
hydrangeas and purple hebe,

The magazine found a few
belated fuchsias and red-hot
pokers in bloom when it visited,
and points to the shapes and tex-
ture contrasts of evergreens and
shrubs. If you want to hunt for the
article, check Page 48 in the
December edition, for a full page
of photos and story.

Admission lo the gardens, as
well as the festive lights and gar-
dener’s house is free, but dona-
tions are more than welcome.

The park is located 12 miles
southwest of Coos Bay on Cape
Arago Highway.

For further information, con-
tacl Shirley Bridgham at 888-7266
ar THE-5401.
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13 Cents

The World - December 5, 1988

Warlil phots by Matt Andras

Sailing Santa

A special guest joins sailors in the South Coast Offshore Yacht Club's
annpal Christmas parade on Coos Bay Saturday — adding a magical
touch to the lighted ships as they =sailed up the bay. Clear skies and
calm waters made the parade particularly pleturesque, with the
brightly colored sailboats reflecting across the bay for the pleasure of
shoreside spectators. Special lighting programs continue this week
with the Festival of Lights in Bandon Friday and Saturday, and the
opening of Christmas lighting in the gardens at Shore Acres State Park
on Saturday evening.

.

o
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It's all lit up

Dave and Shirlev Bridgham (abovel check out the results of their ef-
forts — and that of dozens of volunteers they organized — Thursday
night in & trial run of Christmas lighling in the gardens at Shore Acres
State Park near Charleston. The second vear of Hghting at the park,
organiced by Friends of Shore Acres, officially opens to vigitors Satur-
day night, It"s expanded from the first effort, which drew nearly 10,000
vigitors to the park. A special guest at the volunteer party Thursdoy
nlght was Harry Luckett (center, right photo) a caretaker of the par-
dens in 1906 and who lived in the 1908-vintage house that is decorated in-
side and out for the halidavs. Lockett shared tales of working at the for-
mer estute of timber haron L.J. Simpson with Pearl Affholter (left)
and his wife Sabra. More than 15,000 lights, special entertainment, and
free refreshments are awaiting visilors every evening from Saturday
through Dec. 30.

-

World photus by Koger Hole




2nd annual Christmas Lights at Shore Aeres - 1988

Christmaz at Shore Acres is made
possible by hondreds of woluntears and
supporters

The Friends of Shore Acros
coordinates this tromondous effort for
the commnity and our wvisiters. This
is but one example of the Friends many

activities

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS

® KHODODENDEON SUMDAY

Hothers Day

& ROSE SUMDAY

Fathers Day

¥ GUIDED TOURS

Scheduled spring thru fall
* HIGHT SCAPING
Specially designed lighting to

enhance the gardens year-round

WY DOES SHORE ACEES NEED FRIFNDS
atate park funding has  been

limited ©o maintenance = without room
to grow. The Friends can provide sose
of the niceties the state can't

Ta develop educational and
interpretive services f[or which there
are no other sources.

SUCH AS
* Plant (dentification markers
* Haterials for self guided coast
trail wvalks
* Interpretive signs for Simson

Roef and Cape Arage Lighthouse

D
ONnna ang Chris Flamrnang

RECOME A FRIEMD OF SIHOEE ACRHES

FRIENDS OF
SHORE ACRES

¥ Join Friends activities, doing

i wianted to da.

Co-Chair David a

-

|
|
' .
- ® Support programs and activities
¥
_.-"f L for our community and visitors.

nd Shirley Bridgham

Original size 8.5 x 11

% Help mee night scaping at Shore

Acres b

s & reality,

YES! 1 would like to becoms &

FRIEND OF SHORE ACRES

Senlar or Stisdent 15
Individual §10
Family §15
Patron 25
LpOfKLof 450
Benefactor $100
Sustaining 250
Life Mesbership £500
Gift
i1 out the information Tisted bolow

and return with your check or money
order to:

The Friends of Shore Acres

.0 Box 1172
Coos Ray, OR 97420

LT
Address
Phastia I —

oo WArE

For more Information call

(503} BAA-490F or BBA-ITIZ2

EHORE ACHEX "TRIVIA®
# Tha E ¥

s i imbar fro
the schooner Brush, which ran agrousd on
the resaf near the cow.

f Tha Simpaons and

Bartara and teral

v mansion in 193

Depression which hit the

country soon af took its toll on che
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Bay Area Activities

DECEMBER
1-2&4 Dinner Theater “The Best of Times

V', a PACT _-"'-"i'.\':'-':.":I.-'."t"u‘. Ponv Village
Motor Lodee, North Bend, 6:30pm

1-31 Exhibie  “'Patchwork of History Quilt
blocks from Jacksonville Museum’', a
University of Oregon Traveling Exhibit.
Coos Bay Public Library, Gallery Room.

1-31 Exhibit- ""Wish vou Were Here'', Coos
Historical Museum, North Bend

2-31 Exhibit - “Religious Vision in a New
Land: [19th Century in Oregon’
Photographs by Barry Peril at the Coos
Art Museum, Coos Bay.

3 Concert - Music Enrichment Assoc,
presents the Oregon Symphony Orchestra
with James DePriest, at Marshfield H. 5.
Auditorium, 8:15 p.m. Reserved seating
514, General Admission $10, call
756-0317

2-21 Theater- “'Oliver'" a PACT presentation,
at the On Broadway Theater, Coos Bay

3 Annual Light Parade of Boats beginn-
i R R —— : ing ar dusk (5.30pm) from rthe Coos Bay
".“_,,_ v '.*,_‘,':: e " : City Docks and proceeding to
. e . ", ' Charleston. Sponsored by the South

PRl ep alE ke ! _'_" Coast Off Shore Yacht Club.
< fesn 10-30 Christmas Lights and Open House ar

L]
F-“i'.‘

L L N .
e Wenees Shoreacres State Park, sponsored by the

Friends of Shoreacres. A beautiful setting
in the holiday spirit. 5-9pm
25 Chrisimas Day  We will be closed.
Photo by Luis Velasquez Jan. 1 New Years Day - We will open at 9am

For more information call 269-STAY

Photo by Tony Mason

Pancake Mill Restaurant
2390 Tremont, North Bend, OR
756-2751
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Give a gift of hard cash
to community arts groups

Many nonprofit organizations
throughout the country rise or fall
on the presents of December. Be it
in the form of grant, pledge, or
cold (and hopefully hard) eash, the
donations of December often dic-
tate the scope and even the nature
of activities for the coming vear.

Art
World

By
Teri Albert

Each nonprofit arts group within
Coos and Curry counties justifies
its existence again and again
throughout the year. And each of
us who offers support, either in
volunteer time or through mem-
bership dues, have our favorite
organizations: the group that can
ke counted upon to bring excep-
tional talent to the area; the
whose commitment to education
enriches young and old alike; the
group that perseveres in its jour-
ney, though staffing may flag and
response be sporadic, with belief
in its declared geals and trust in
the future...

I urge evervone to renew their
support this month in the arts
organizations of our area. If a cash
donation isn't possible, an offer of
tirme will be as gratefully received
and may prove the more valuable
gift. If a commitment of time can't
be made, write a short note ex-
pressing your appreciation of past
efforts. The people who receive
your thanks will gain satisfaction
and energy from vour gift.

Three groups whose commit-
ment is total, and whose projects
this year surpassed even their own
track records, are now soliciting
memberships, | applaud their ef-
forts and recommend these
organizations:

—Friends of. Shore Acres. New

this year, the Friends burst onto
the scene last weekend in a blaze
of light when they illuminated
Shore Acres State Park for the
holiday zeaszon. Between 600 and
700 visitors to the gardens and gar-
den house enjoved the festivities,
and asked questions of the volun-
teer hosts.

People who love Shore Acres and
want to do something for it now
have an outlet. Membership
categories run from senior or stu-
dent at %5, to individual at $10,
family at 815, patron at $25, spon-
sor at $50, benefactor at $100 and
sustaining at $250. Members are
invited to lead garden walks and
tidepool walks; a coast trail tour
featuring the geography and
wildflowers is in works. The
Friends have plans to supply some
very mice signs for the plants, as
well as develop an interpretive
center where high quality posters,
notecards, and books will be of-
fered for sale.

For more information call 888-
4902 or write The Friends of Shore
Acres, 13030 Cape Arago Highway,
Coos Bay, 97420,

—Playwrights' American Con-
servatory Theatre. P.AC.T. set
the pace with children's theater of
the highest caliber, and followed
through with strong educational
programs as well as lively and
provocative, comic and dramatic
productions.

A theater company thal refuses
to stay inside the theater, they par-
ticipated as instructors at Camp
Sea Clef, took dinner theater
across town to North Bend, par-
ticipated as a joint sponsor in the
popular and delightful Holiday
Kaleidoscope at the Coos Art
Museum, and will begin, in
January, a six-week residency in
Myrtle Point, working with the
school system to stage a full
children’s theater production.

PACT. s current offering at
the On Broadway Theater is a full-
bodied, traditional renderinGG of
“A Christmas Carol.” Original
musie by a member of the artistic
staff brightens the parable, and
tearv-eved audiences have
provoked a contineation of the run,

Performances have been extended
to include Deec. 22 and I3, with an
early curtain called for 7 p.m.

Membership categories in
P.A.C.T. range from basic at §15
through angel, with discounts or
free tickets offered at each of the
six categories. Contributions
should be directed to On Broadway
Theater, 226 5. Broadway, Coos
Bay, 57420

—Music Enrichment Assocla-
tion. Flexibility and stamina
characterize this group. They
work year round to bring gquality
music events to the South Coast,
and are looking ahead to a gala
celebration this summer, in the
form of a celebratory, 10th Annual
Oregon Coast Music Festival.

Chamber concerts featuring
local musicians and guest artists
from outside the area, have moved
from the SWOCC campus, most
successfully, to the Coos Art
Museum, Classical recitals are
held onstage in the Marshfield
anditorium.

Working hand in hand with other
arls organizations, the MEA is a
model for cooperation within the
arts community, and a recognized
leader. They entertained more
than 800 people with the Eugene
Ballet's production of “The Nut-
cracker” last weekend, and took
short presentations (pianist and a
narrator) for 10 performances to
schools from Gold Beach and
Ophir to northern Coos County.

An always exciting Incentive to
membership in the MEA is the
Music Festival limited edition
poster. Again this year, acclaimed
marine artist Don McMichael will
contribute his artistry to the MEA,
in the form of the 1988 poster.
Membership categories range
from friend-family at §25 through
benefactor at $1,000, with ticket,
poster and party incentives at
several levels. Memberships run
from May 1 to May 1. First-time
members joining after the sum-
mer festival have their mem-
berships for one full year, plus the
balance of the current vear. Con-
tact the MEA, P.0. Box 663, Coos
Bay, 97420,
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Shore Acres celebrations
becoming a holiday tradition

CHARLESTON — In only its second vear, the holi-
day celebrations at Shore Acres are on their way to
becoming a local tradition. Thanks to the work of hun-
dreds of volunteers and donors, visitors to the
decorated formal gardens walk among 15,000 lights on
four trees and low border hedges.

Louis Simpson built the gardens and estate. He build
Iwo mansions on the property. The first was lost to fire,
and the second was destroyed by the state after the site
was given to become a park.

But the style of Oregon’s empire building era still can
be experienced with a visit to the park. It is one of the
maore photographed places in the state. Ocean sorf still
pounds against the cliffs, the same sight that so'intri-
gued Simpson. Contained within the gardener's house
and the overlook building where the mansinon stood are

pictures and the history of the estate

The gardener's house is decorated and open for the
holidays. Step inside, out of the chill salty air, and let
the Friends of Shore Acres treat you to hot spiced cider
or a cup of coffee. Grab a few cookies, look at the 1908-
period furniture and historical displays, and leave a
donation if vou support the work these folks have done
for their neighbors.

At 7 pm. most evenings, entertainment will be
provided. Outside the gardener’s house porch, a stand
had been constructed for choirs,

The program runs through Dec. 30. During the rest ol
the year, and especially in winter, nature provides en-
tertainment of its own. One of the most exquisite junc-
tions of the elements, there's always a show running at
Shore Acres.

aa® 8, .Il'l-‘.-

. saBmas ".'--“_

Cesannane
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Watch
out for
whales

By JOHN GRIFFITH
stafl Writer

CHARLESTON — Some of our
lurgest earthly neighbors are
golng south for the winter. Gray
whales are mammals, of course,
and not fish. They weigh 30 to 40
tons apiece and grow to 45 feel
long, They migrate to coves along
the eoast of Baja California, and
last year over 18,000 people
gathered on elevaled headlands
and promontories along the
Oregon Coast toe walch thier
passage

“Whale Watching Spoken
Here,"" say the signs at some of
the betler viewing spots, e af
the best is Shore Acres State
Park, west of Charleston. Volun-
teers are there between 10 a.m
and 1 pm. daily through New
Year's. They wear orange hard
hats, and have the training 1o help
visitors understand the
phenomenon they are ohserving
They can help the untrained
notice the plumes of spray the
whales blow, and provide details
about the creature’s life eycle

Some of the facis they may
relate are that the mammals live
part of the year in the Bering Sea,
the other part ofi Mexico; that
valves are born in Mexico, and
are 15 feel long at birth: that
whales feed in 300 to 400 feet of
water, mostly in the Bering Sea
Somi “'snack’ along the Oregoa
Coasi, aceording to biologist
Bruce Mate of the Hatlield
Marine Sclence Center in New-
port

Gray whales ecal amphipods,
which are shrimp-like marine

{Continued on Page 2

Kvle, Kirsten and Bill Petrocine, of Ashiand,
watch whales and winter surl Wednesday at
Shore Acres Park. The whales are now
making their migration southward, to
breeding grounds off Baja California. They

A seaward view

will return thixs spring. enroote 1o Sommer
ferding grounds in the Bering Sea. Both
migration periods draw large oumbers of
visitors to the Oregen Coasi. Through
Jan. 1, volunteers will be on hamd at Shore
Aeres State Park to diseuss whales and whale

Waeld phota by Roger Hlolm

witching. thanks to a statewide program cor-
dimted through the Hatfield Marine Sclence
Center in Newport. The volunteers will alse be
stationed ot o variety of lecations during the
spring whale migration

Another Coastal

Attraction

he Observation Building at Shore Acres is a

site for annual whale watching in January and

March. B

Whales go south for winter

i Contiaued from Page 1)
orgatizins, The whales' soulbern
migration usually peaks one or
we weeks after the New Year
Then ibey start back in March
Scane turn arousd before they
reach the sual Mexican destins
than, Mate sakl, Others in the
early part of the northern migra-
tion may have Been in Mexico for
a while already. Aot half of the
adult females will be with their
newhorm calves o8 Feluen irip, At
peak periods of the LRip, s many
as 3 whales Fiay pass in an boar,
i dded

Acvording fo Bunmy Kadau, a
Hamdon resident and a whale
walching valentesr, whales swim

cinser to shote om their aortbers
migration. Howeser, if the ocean
is flat, ihe fog's Blows nway and
watchers aro patbent, they can see
whales now ollsbore al Shoro
Acres, And I Dot ihe wlor
walching there is & god alies
FlLive, she said

Viailors showld eater the park
and drive 1o the viewing pavilion
Studenls from Myrile Point hase
& display thers ihrosgh Satarday
e, 31, Ancdher whale waiching
program i tentatively scheduled
for the week of school's spring
Break, March 3. They have o
display  that's jusl marvedcss
b makd

Hber good spats along e samn

road are the Simpscn's Reel
vwerinok and Cape Arage Park

Mate amd others irained 130
wolusileers at ibe science cenler
s ywar. Lasi year, “over 18,000
prople siopped and talked with
ouif voluntesrs,"” he said. He fimds
Ehe mme of public interest in
whales both gratifying ned ingpoe-
tant to the coant's winter

2 u¥. Combined with tourist’s
§ awareness of oher win-
versions, such ax slorm
walchking and viewing seals, ses
lemns sl shore birds, recent win-
ters e seen increased revenise
4l many vivifer-oriented
businesses along the Oregon
Cnasl




Page 4 — THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., Tuesday, January 3. 1988

Page 2 — THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., Monday, January 2, 1989

Lighting
program
‘success’

CHARLESTON — Christmas lights
at Shore Acres State Park drew over
20,000 visitors in 21 nights — more
than twice as many as last year,

It's a success, says Friends of
Shore Acres President Shirley
Bridgham, who has plans already un-
der way for expanded lighting next
December. This year's lights were
on from Dec. 10 through Dec. 30.

This year's lighting, the second an-
nual effort, included about 15,000
lights, 1.000 dozen cookies and 30
cases of cider concentrate for
refreshments in the garden house,
and hundreds of volunteers who
provided hospitality and entertain-
ment every night. Christmas night
drew the heaviest response, with
more than 1,700 people passing
through the garden entrance.

The lights were doused oc-
casionally by rain, which grounded
out the new electrical installations in
the garden, and people pulling light
bulbs out of the strings, which put out
entire strings. Bridgham said plans
are being made to fight both
problems in next yvear’'s lighting ef-
fort.

Rain was a particular problem, she
said, since the ground fault interup-
ters installed with new wiring were
designed for indoor, not outdoor, use.
Changes will be made to keep the
lights on during wet weather next
year, she said.

Other plans for next year include
more lights, decorations sorted by
color in separate sections of the gar-
dens, a gift shop at the entrance to
the gardens, and perhaps a coor-
dinated promotion effort with other
Christmas lighting programs such as
that in downtown Bandon.

“We won't expand to the pond in
1989, Bridgham said. answering a
common question posed about next
year's plans. That will wait until per-
manent garden lighting is installed,
and designs for the lighting can be
done professionally.

Anyone interested in helping with
the effort or joining Friends of Shore
Acres, a non profit organization, can
write the Friends at P.0O. Box 1172,
Coos Bay, 97420, or call the park of-
fice at BRS-4902

inion

Winter tourism

Lighting made
an impression

THERE'S ONE LAST thought to share about the
Christmas season before the 12 days of Christmas are
officially over: There seemed to be more interest in
outdoor lighting this year, a fact that certainly
brightened the holidays.

And definitely the most popular of those efforts were
the 15,000 lights in the formal gardens at Shore Acres
State Park. More than 20,000 visitors enjoyed the gar-
dens and the garden house and the refreshments and the
entertainment over 21 nights.

The Friends of Shore Acres, the non-profit support
group for the state park, and hundreds of volunteers
pulled off the effort, including installation of a perma-
nent outdoor wiring system, stringing 15,000 lights,
decorating the garden house with appropriate antiques,
serving over 12,000 cookies (including 7,000 baked by
volunteers), 30 cases of hot cider and innumerable pots
of hot coffee, and providing 21 nights of free entertain-
ment, including two shows on Christmas night when
nearly 2,000 visitors showed up.

The visitors came — and definitely enjoyed — the
Shore Acres lights in every kind of weather under all
sorts of circumstances. Many came back two and three
times with different sets of friends from around the
world; many came on their own from all corners of the
state.

THE SUCCESS OF Shore Acres is leading the Friends
to bigger and better plans for next year: more lights,
better electrical connections, a gift shop, more in-
tricate lighting designs — and more cookies. The group
is being offered lots of help, but — as with many groups

- can always use more.

JERRY BARON, Publisher
CHARLES KOCHER, Managing Editor

Plans for next year may also include joint promotion
efforts to bring more of those out-of-area visitors to the
South Coast during the holiday season — to see the
lights at Shore Acres and Bandon, to wateh the winter
storms pound the coast, to see the whales spout on the
annual migration, to enjoy art exhibits and amateur
theater, and to spend their dollars in motels,
restaurants, gas stations and stores.

We think that's a great idea. We've said it before and
we'll say it again, the tourist season on the South Coast
doesn’t have to be limited to the traditional Memorial
Day-Labor Day window, or to the “‘good weather”
season that hangs on until Halloween. There can be
plenty here to attract visitors all year long, if we offer it
and promote it.

“It's a year-long effort,” says Friends President
Shirley Bridgham of the lighting effort out at the Shore
Acres gardens,

That's true of tourism, too, and none of us should
forget it
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‘n:ikak'set St ngﬁiﬁt at_the Lily Pond

CHARLESTON — The annual
“*muckraking” of the water lilly pond
in the botanical gardens of Shore
Acres State Park will take place at 10
a.m. Saturday, according to the
Friends of Shore Acres organization,

The project involves draining and
cleaning out the pond, including
washing the coins that have been
tossed in the pond by park visitors,
according lo Friends president
Shirley Bridgham. The cash goes to
the Friends for projects at the park.

Bridgham said the work may take
until 3 pm., and suggested anyone
wanting to help should bring boots.

Picking up coins.
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Threatening Saturday skies [ail to dampen the spirits
of the Friends OF Shore Acres’ muck-raking party
where volunteers — like Lori Fitegerald of Barview —
haunled out more than 40 wheelharrows of silt, leaves,
pine necdles and other debris from the park's pond.

World photo by Brad Garrison

Mucking out for spring

which is then used to support Friends of Shore Acres
activities, Volunteers also trimmed the plants around
the area, fertilized the pond lilies and did other gar-
dening chores. It looks beautiful now,” Bridgham
said.

Ahout 20 volunteers helped pick out the debris and the
numerous coins tossed into the pond by vigitors, David
Bridgham, a Friends of Shore Acres board member,
said the coins haven't heen counted yet, but the
amount in vears past has netted around $150 to $200,
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Coast Life ...

Quilts,
flowers
for mom!

In a special Mother's Day
event, the Friends of Shore Acres
will hold an open house with tea
and handsewn quilts at the gar-
deners coltage, with a tour of the
lush rhododendrons in the park
available as well.

The " And Sew It Goes" quilting
group will display heirloom and
new guilts with traditional
patterns

The Beta Delta chapter of Ep
gilon Sigma Alpha, a
philanthropic sorority, will be
taking plctures of vou and mom,
or grandmother, in the gardens
during the event.

Rbododendron experis will be
on hand o discuss the rhodies
bloeming at the park right now,
and answer questions about
rhededendron culture,

The quilting group of about 14
quilters and friends started with a
group of teachers about four
years ago, and is still meeling
every Tuesday nlght to develop
their friendships as well as
quilting skills.

The sorority coniributes Tunds
lo many local agencies ranging
from Camp Easter Seal to South
Coast Hospice and the Wamen's
Crisis Service

Color photos of mom and
family, posed on @ white wicker
couch in the gardens, will be
taken from noon to 4 pom. at a
cotit of §4 per plcture, (This is the
group that lakes pholos with
Santa each Christmas in the Bay
Area )

The Friends of Shore Acres in-
cludes volunteers who help raise
funds for maintenanee of the for-
mal gardens, once part of the
Louls B, Simp=an estate, as well
ag volunteers with cleanup and
garden planling, and offers sum-
mer season walking tours and
workshops. The Friends sponsor
the Christmas lights at the
garden

Jean Kyle, left, and Jean Bradford display quilts in front of gardener’s cottage al Shore Acres

a_ g
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“And Sw It Goes” mebrsJen Bradford, Jean Kyle, Sally Sheridan,
Sharlene Gould and Lucille Schneider helped set up the display in
the Garden House.




Many families took advantage of
the sunny weather to celebrate
Mother's Day by looking at the
explosion of rhedodendron colors
Sunday afternoon at Shore Acres

State Park’s Botanical Gardens,
where the Friends of Shore Acres
offered a special Mother's Day
tour of the rhodie bushes there.

Rpododendron Sunday / Mother’'s Day - Hlay 14,1989

Waorld photo by Dave Peden

Many visitors took a minute or
two at the garden's water lily
pond to gaze over the waters and
listen to children throw pennies
into the waters for good luck.
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Shore Acres Has New Attractions Thanks to ‘Friends’

By Irene Stoops

Shares Acres Slale Park is
the seventh most visited attrac-
tion in Oregon with nearly
300,000 visitors touring last
year

Such high interest in local
parks is only one reason that
lhe Friends of Shore Acres
fermed in 1986,

The group helps the state
parks mainlain and improve
eight parks in the Sunset Park
District including Cape Arago,
Shora-Acres, Sunset Bay, Wil-
liam Tugman, Bolen Island,
Golden and Silver Falls,
Umpqua Lighthouse and
Umpqua Wayside.

About 250 members in the
organization doenate funds for
improvemeants, clean the pond,
serve refreshments for organ-
ized events, guide tour groups,
sponsor coast trail walks, put
up Christmas lights, and host
Rose Sunday for Father's Day

Many visited Shore Acres State Fark to view the garden and quilt
display on Rhododendron Sunday, one of the many activities sponsored

by Friends of Shore Acres.

and Rhododendron Sunday for
Mother's Day.
“The Friends give folks op-

portunity 1o get involved in tha
state parks system,” according
to Andy LaTomme, park man-
ager

Volunteers complete about
6,000 perscn-hours of work on
the garden each year. They are
currently preparing to install
lights, open a gift shop, and
map trails.

The sky is the limit for volun-
leer activities, according to
George Guthrie, secretary/
treasurer of the group.

Volunteers may weed the
flowers or bake for special
events. Thosewho would like to
help are asked to conlact at
B888-3732, BBB-4902 or 756-
5401

The Friends also present a
slide show of the history of
Shore Acres to other groups
desiring 1o view il.

What's the purpose behind
all this activity?

To provide educational and
inlerpretative services 1o the
public, says Dave Bridgham,
Friends board member

Interpretation will help people
understand what they are see-
ing and provide information they
can take home lo remember
the park and their trip by, says
Mr. LaTommea.

Tourists and local residents
seemto enjoy thegroup’s work.
About 10,000 people visited the
pari during the 1987 Christmas
season and 20,000 ventured
out during the 1988 season to
see the lighted garden.

“| believe in the potential for
what this area has to offer
people. The parks are an im-
porant part ofthat,” says Shirley
Bridgham, president of the
Friends.

Shore Acras has 100 differ-
entplants ranging from the rose
lo the fig tree.

The gift shop, near the gar-
den entrance, will be open daily
from Memoral Day to Labor
Day. It will effer puzzles featur-
ing the park, buttons, sweat-
shirts, booksontidepocllife and
coastal items, along with gar-
denguides andFriends of Shara
Acres brochures

“It's still fun, and as long as
it's still fun we'll keep doing it,"
says Mrs. Bridgham,




To find the “heart* of Shore of color and fragrance from June
Acres you have to turn away from through September. Earliest spring
the ocean, its sa Spray and wind, starts out with crocus and acceler-
and go inland a few hundred yards ates through daffodils and tulips
v A R T § [through ta)n Spruces and cy- to finish with a flourish of araleas
T O T HE Presses to Mr. Simpson’s master- and rhododendrons for Mother's
TUNE __IEB Q Piece - the gardens of Share Acres. Day.
1250 Siskiyon Bivd . Ashland, OF 97520, (503) 4426301 Created by the old estate's garden.- ULIHTI].! the Christmas season,
g ers and restaored by the state are the gardens “bloom™ again in a
five acres of trees, shrubs, and special way, Sinee 1987 the
well S (lowers that combine the forma| “Friends of Shore Acres” (alocal
g south CO8T T ies from the: _ . elegance of the “English” garden volunteer group) has put on “A
C Oregon’s S¢ nly a few T ot gecrels : with its broad, manicured lawns : :‘vlu:rv Acres (.!1r|_slmas. illuminat-
a ol ystry, but 01 's “best k‘i‘,_m{ ¢ and colorful flower beds framed in ing the garden with thousands of
ne of th st ynce the g i - - carefully clipped windaowhax Christmas lights and filling up the
or its ) re Acres. | hedges to the more subtle, suh. original cottage with turn-of-the-
known o nercial/ Tt ; _ dued green century furnjsh-
pusy “m“m“d hed - ; i i L, o o ' EN (00l 5s of the ings and decora-
for year-rt e a0 ot g Oriental pand B tions. Last vear
area. Years ago . maore than
Simpson 200000 visitors
brought plants came to the
from all over ; “open hoyse™
the world for ki and enjoyed
his garden, ang = ; what has
today visitors > j . already become
can admire & s N an “instant tra-
“mornkey- - & w Ty dition.”
puzzle” trees : The
and fuchsias from South America, “Friends” ip Cooperation with the
“red-hot pokers” from South Africa state park staff haye events
and "cabbage palms” (actually a planned for this summer as wel,
Siant yucca) from New Zealand. such as garden tours and interpre.
Some of Mr. Simpson’s original tive exhibits on Mother's Day (for
plants are sti)) Srowing well twa rlmrtmlemr!mns) and Father's Day
ers ; huyee Mnntvrr}f Pines from Califor-  (for roses) as well as tide Pl
< yer storm ‘-'-‘f%“}t::_‘_:\ : nia are probably the largest tours at nearby Cape Arago.
drench """”:m_h p\ustl‘}’sr\! M ; spm'trm_:;ss of their kind in the Yet, regardless of the time or
ACRES o lumber with the ‘1 5 Waves. AS state, Like most other gardens, the event, Shore Acres with jts
SHORE rate of \“U“mn‘ll"‘ Louis “shore *‘"‘L‘;‘C"L_n_ & ' SHmmer is prime time a Shaore gardens ang Seascapes, its combi.
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Gift and Information Center (BAIC) - June 1989

rom a Garden Cart and Garden Sitters, the Friends
fand Shore Acres State Park expanded to an 8’ x 8’
Gift and Information Center, fondly called the GAIC by
volunteer manager Tony Mason and the Friends. The
GAIC occupied a corner of the entrance to the formal
gardens. Among other items, It featured a Shore Acres
calendar, guide books, and a Milton Bradley puzzle of the
gardens. The GAIC also carried a Friends’ pin, T-shirts,
film and more. Some items were displayed on a separate
stand that was placed outside the shop when the Center
was open. The official opening coincided with our
activities on Rose Sunday/Father’s Day. B

David Bridgham and John Bergen

e
et Lo Y

-

-




Sales Good from the Beginning

boin
4

Film to help visitors interpret the park

—
@

Excellent Variety

“YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS WILL HELP
THE FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES

Tony Mason, Ann Koppy, Al Aslakson, Dick Hansen

PROVIDE ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS
AND INTERPRETIVE MATERIALS.”

Howard Hall, George Guthrie, David Bridgham,

Donations help the Friends help the Park.

Popular Guide Books and Milton Bradley Puzzle
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Coast happenings

Garden week set

Thanks to Oregon law, the week of

Sunday, June 4 through Saturday,

] June 10 is “Oregon Garden Week,”

with South Coast clubs taking the op-

portunity to encourage fellow
citizens to garden.

(arden, these garden club mem-
bers say, is easy to do with the
state's soils and climate and it has
aesthetic, economic and theraputic
values for practitioners —and those
who simply enjoy looking at or
strolling by gardens.

Visitors to the state often remark
on the gorgeous flowers and the
greenery, and acreage in iris, lillies,
roses and tulips make Oregon a
leading state for commercial [lower
production as well.

Agriculture i5 a major portion of
the state's economy, with grass seed,
vegetable products, and a newly- . . ; > 1
sprouted wildflower seed industry all : g . . 55 ol
contributing to the financial health of .
the state.

For further information on the ac-  Gail Wolfe and George Guthrie, lands and maintenance supervisor at Shore
tivities or the 3"‘-‘3'5.33“1““ EILUIB- O  Acres State Park display award for outstanding garden maintenance in 1988
ways you can get involved in gar-  from the All-America Rose Selections. The award means the garden has
dening contact Stella Lakey, district  met high standards of rose care including planting, pruning, pest control,
publicity chairman, 267-7384. display and identification of roses in the display program. The All-America
program involves testing and selection of outstanding new rose varieties in
“test gardens” throughout the country, ranging from the Portland Inter-
national Rose Test Garden to Shore Acres and other sites in Oregon.

Photo courtesy Friends of Shore Acres
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Sauth of the larmal garden 1 S8are Acres $ale Park near Coss Bay Is an Oriental garden (hat surrounds a 1ily pond contalsing twe bronie Berons

Coastal park is well-kept secret

Formal English garden at Shore Acves surprises many visitors

By LARRY BACON
The Reghier-Grand

Cood By has & siasewide bmage of
A boecollar lown — A place of
Soggers, fishermen and dock workers

It's not a place where visilors
wonld expect i3 find o fermal English
garden [ust B Sone’s throw from the
fishing village of Charieston.

Yet thai beswdifelly |nadscaped
garde=, ariginally developed by lum-
ber baron nnd @Wipping magnale Logks
J. Slmgaon (2 1004, I8 now the featered
atiraction al 3ere Acres Slnbe Paric

The five nores of iress, shribs 2ad
fowers have doveloped 0 repulabios
s ese of the finest formal pardess in
Ihe et Head gardener George
Cuthrie says Shore Acres altracts
nboul 2000 visiiors 0 yenr and kas
become Enowm as a “mini-Bulchart
Gardens,” a smaller verson of he i
i gardens in Vicloria, B.C

“There are a kot of people in Ore-
gor who don’l even krow we're hare,”
Guitrie says

The girden is only & few Bondred
feet from where the oceas crashes
agalest specincelar sandstone cliffs. A
barrier of wll reds prolecls the gar-
den Iram ooean slorms. To (he sast i
& typical coastal wnodesd area

Guirie =38 e “combinslion of
eonlrasls™ with the coastal forest and
rugzed shoreline 15 whal makes S2ore
Acres pundes unigue.

The formal English garden ks lined
with huncreds of fee! of low, nenily
masicured beawood Bedges lnld ool in
precise greenelrical patierne The gar-
den features lush green lawns, weli-
besaded flower beds, pieaming walkways
and i=viting benches.

AL Ine séth end &I the formal gur-

dén is on Orientnl garden fhai sur
roands o 100-faal lily pond coatsining
tep bronze Rerons. The Oriealal gar-
den featured @ Epreading Mowering
CheErry Wrée and éxolic plasts fromn
nround [ve Pacific. It i one of the
mosi-phofographed wpots in he Oregos
parks sysiem aed SR ORGE (he Subiec!
af o Miltsa-Bradiey piclire piisile

Somelhing b8 in hloom a1 Sk
Arres almos yearround, On @ susey
aftermaan in late May, the pardes was
sblxre wish the bakght spriag colors ol
FhodociRarons &d Afaleas — red
pold, wiile, parple, pink. salmon, yel-
\owr find shades between

Gardeness las week were planliag
ssane of (he 13000 annual planks of
maripedds, begonizs and dalsles thai
will a4 color. About mid-Juna the ap-
provimately G0 rossbushes jin &0
warieibes) will begm Booming. Late Ju.
B, Aupges and Seplemiber. when fhe
roses and dabliss mre both i fell
doaim, is probahty e “showiesl™ [ime
of year, Guthris @iy

SimgEon's original massion wns be
gun in 1804 af the side of & present
clitfside observation shelter. The gar-
den =ns 3 Christmes gl for his wile,
Cassla, Over he Yoars, the gardes

grew ns Simpson’s ships Bropght back
eanlic plants from  (hresghout 1he
world, Many wech plasts ook rool at
Shore Acres before being pessrilly in
iroduced B0 nurséried oa the West
st

Fire desrroved ine  spaciacelar
Ehres-abecy Simpson howme in 1021, the
vear aller a sudden \liness took Cas
ue's life. Simpson bullt o second man.
mon o (Re same o RS ecoed
wile, Leln, in 1538, Mowewer, || was
rever finlshed. Ais basingss began o
rm sour ahd Bever recoversd from
13 geocl mearked crast of 1838,

Simpson owned abouf 1500 arnes
sirefehing from Sumscl Bay on (ke
h ta Cape Arags oa the South In
1332, he domabed |34 acres (o the state
for whai became Cape Amgs Stafe
Park En 1942, ine Rimpsons wold (ke
remalalag 837 sered 1o the stule, 0 be-
came Shofe Acred and Sopsel Bay
Slale parks

Bhore AChes sErved B AA Army
e durisg World War 1L By
U545, 18 obd miraion was in such run-
dermn condition thal il was razed. The
poad in the Oriental garden was filled
n, and mos of Bhe Aower gandens
were enfveried fo liwn hecause ihe

sinle did B have the money fo lend
Inem

tome of the orgianl plnnts sur-
vived, hewever, and became part of o
parden reslagation begun ia 1971 and
cempleted kn 1975 Some of Lhe origl
nal plastings include two -leol Mon-
terey pines that are now the biggest in
Ciregon, and & SHkn wproce edge cece
kept ol eight fort Righ IRGT 18 pOw &
e af (PBES mare (Bas &0 fest &igh

The only bullding remaining freen
ihe emgimal Simpson EXisie @8 8 gar
pase thal & sed for comemu-
y tings and other event such
as fecepliont for the many weddings
thal mke place in the gardens

Gulhee s Shore Acres has 3 sol

b base ol community supporl. espe
cially from the Friends of Stare Acres
Sormed in 1957, The “Friends” grous
provides velualesrs [o Sdnducl Lodirs
and nnswer guestion. The grow i
planning a new interpretive center and
halds the annual “Chrisimas ot Shore
Acres™ during which the garden & dec
arnled wiih many lpsds

Desring the sammer, [8e garden s
wopen dalky Erom £ a.m. (0 sunsed. There
I8 8 §1 per car admission charge on
weekends aad holidoys
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Give dad a rosy Father’s Day

You can give dad a rosy Father's Day weekend, with the finest of
the South Coast's roses on display at Pony Village in a judged show,
and fresh in the garden for special events at Shore Acres State Park.

The Southwestern Oregon Hose Society will sponsor its annual
judged rose show at Pony Village Mall Saturday and Sunday, June 17
and 18, The free show offers a view of the cream of the crop, and
members are on hand to answer horticultural questions, too,

Al the rose test gardens at Shore Acres, the Friends of Shore Acres
will offer a Sunday, Dad's Day event, similar to the Mother's Day
event which drew 4,000 people (o the gardens in May

Dad can tour the garden house, viewing historie photographs of the
“Mosquito Fleet” and other South Coast boats, as well as old-time
waterfronts, leaned from the Victor West collection, from noon to 5
p.m., Sunday, June 18.

The pholographs come from the Marshiield Sun Association
muzeum at Front and Highway 101 in Coos Bay. The museum, housed

in the historic 1906 waterfront print shop, is the only one of its kind on
the West Coast, offering tours, daily, excepl Sunday, from 1 to 4 p.m
of historic printing equipment, including a Washinglon press, used Lo
print one of the bay's first newspapers.
In addition to photographs, the Sun Associstion will show dads
“proofing” equipment and newly printed reproductions of the first
edition of the Marshfield Sun

In the gardens, rose experts will answer questions for (athers anx-
jous Lo encourage Lhe gorgeous blooms at home. Also in the gardens,
the Beta Delta chapter of Epzilon Sigma Alpha, will effer a chance for
the penerations o sit down together and have their picture taken for a
family keepsake. Funds raised by the organization go to support local
non-profit, community service groups.

Dad and family can sip lemonade served up by the Friends ol Shore
Acres and also view relics off the schooner “Brush,” The vessel
wrecked off Simpsen RHeef and wood it carried was used to build the

World p'hull:ls by Matt Andrus
George Guthrie, supervisor of the Shore Acres rose gardens, far left,
and John Mencgat, Coguille, longtime member of the Southwestern
Oregon Rose Society, say the blooms are in fine shape for Father's
Day weekend events, ranging from the chapter’s annual show at Pony
Village, to a special holiday treat for Dad, sponsored by the Friends of
Shore Acres al the gardens,

weekend!

second Simpson mansion at the park, Portions of the wrecked
‘Farina,”” and ship’s lanterns, on loan from the Coos Historical
Society, will also be on display.

Those wishing to display their own roses at the rose show can attend
a meeling of the society tonight, at 7:30 p.m., in the Coos Bay Library
auditorium. Members will offer pointers on displaving roses, Refresh-
ments will be served and the session is open to the public, Hoses for
the show should be delivered to Pony Village Mall between 7 and 10
a.m., Saturday: the show opens to the public at noon, Saturday, and
remmains open during mall hours for the weekend

The rose gardens at Shore Acres recently won the 1988 certificate of
oulztanding maintenance from the All-America Rose Selections, Inc.,
a nonprofit organization of U5, rese growers and introducers

In the Bay Area, further information on the rose events may be ob-
Lained by calling 756-5645; in Coquille call 396-4045




Rose Sunday / Father’'s Day

Gorgeous Gardens on a Sunny Day Shirley Bridgham



Arts And Flowers

Antiques, and
Beautiful Plants

Silent Auction and Sale

Ice Cream Sundaes and
Garden Tours

Saturday, June 24, 1989
11:30 am to 4:30 pm

Shore Acres State Park

Sponsored by:
Oregon Coast Music Association
and
The Friends of Shore Acres

Join Us For A Fun Afternoon
Silent Auction Concludes at 3:00 pm

Art Objects, Fine Crafts,

Coast happenings

Toni Poole, left, and Linda Meyer display items waiting
for the “Arts and Flowers' fundraiser the Oregon
Coast Music Association will hold from 11:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., Saturday, Jume 24, at Shore Acres State Park
botanical gardens. Funds will help support this vear's
Oregon Coast Music Festival which begins Friday, July
14, with a noon, hrown-bag concert at the gardens by
the “Swing Beans.” A silent acction and sale of
artworks, antiques, prints, art glass, pottery, wood car-
vings, quilts, and ceramic scalptures will be held. In-

Warld phata hy lrad Garrisan
door and outdoor plants will alsa be for sale, along with
festival items including posters, t-shirts, and
sweatshirts, and wine glasses to accommodate the
specially-bottled Eola Hills Wine Cellars chenin blane
and cabernet blane labeled with the Don MeMichael
egret gracing this year's poster Hoses in the garden
are in their full glory, and volunteers will serve lce
cream sundaes, coffee and punch, with musical enter-
tainment provided, too.




Arts & Fflowers ZBtszayz anh ?wtturs

Refreshments in the Kitchen

Historic Photos and Vintage Clothes

Don McMichael (hat) talks with visitors.
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35 Canin

Woarld phiote by Brad Garriwn

Sunsets like Monday night's, viewed bere from alike. The beaches and coves aleng Cape Arago clowds. Tomight the sun will set just after
Shore Acres EIIIIE Park, have been beautiiul Highway south of Coos Bay are ideal lor p.m. with fog or low clouds l.‘!pf{‘Jkﬂ o form
around the Bay Area of late, and with clear walching the panorama of colors and designs overnight, Wednesday forecast is calling lor
skies today another stellar sunset shoold be in thal are created by the setting sun and evenlng morning clouds or fog with a chance of after-
store for South Coast residents and visitors neon clearing

hore Acres’ spectacular view gets front page

coverage in The World newspaper. The bluff is
a favorite site for wave watching, whale watching,
bird watching, and just plain relaxing. In the photo
on the left, you can see Shell Island in the distance.
Sometimes it’s the place to see more than 900
sea mammals. The Observation Building, with its
interpretive displays offers shelter from wind and
salty sea spray. B




Swing Beans due
at Shore Acres

The Swing Beans will per-
form at 12:30 p.m. on Friday,
July 14 at Shore Acres State
Park, adding their special
brand of bluegrass swing to the
beautiful garden setting. Ad-
mission is free to the outdoor
concert though donations will
be accepted. The ensemble will
feature violin, mandolin,
guitar, and bass as well as
vocals, all delivered with the
“Beans'" warm and humoristic
style,

In addition to the perfor-
mance, the Friends of Shore
Acres will be selling straw-
berry shortcake topped with
fresh strawberrys.

The concert is the first in the
series of concerts that make up

the annual Oregon Music
Festival. Beginnning its second
decade, this summer music
event will run from July 14-29.

The next concert will take
place on Saturday, July 15 at
7-30 p.m. in the National Gaurd
Army and feature the group
Bochinche, a Latin salsa band.

Serving Oregon's great South Coast for over 100 years

Mo, 10

11110 Year

Published in Coos Bay, Oregon 87420

Saturday, July 15, 1988
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The bappy dancing of sisters Debea Olson
ilelt) and Lora Bolding, both of Cottage
Gireve, tells the tale: It wis hard to keep your
leet still Friday afterncon whea the country
swing music of the Siring Beans opened the
1938 Oregon Coast Music Festival for a crowd
of about 2,000 people whe turned out for the

Dancin’in the park

iraditional picnic coprert al Shore Acres State
Park, (Mson and Holding were part of & famiiy
led by Grace Olson af Cottage Grove, who
came 1o celebrate her 3h hirthday at the
eveni aml the Swing Beans added 1o the
event with a rendition of *Happy Birihday™

Warld phote by Krad dprrives

Jusd for her The lestival continues tomight
with the fiery meskc of Bochinche, a Latin
salsn band which will play for dancing and en-
tertainment at the Coos Bay Armory. The
dunee-concert, complete with danee lessons
far beginners, begins at § p.m, with tickets
avallable at the door

rank Smith helps park cars on the big field while other Friends volunteers

(L-R) Jerrie Van Natta, Donna Flammang and Ann Koppy sell sundaes in

the garden. Another beautiful summer day and wonderful music brought many

visitors to the park. B




Greenhouse at Shore Acres

What Are Friends For 46

Volunteers enhance
our parks bv lan Stewart

NINETY MILES IN | Logo designed by Kevin Kohler,
EIGHT HOURS Oregon State Parks

Coast Line Express

I

Keeping His Heritage Alive



What are Friends For?

By Jan Stewart

lead nature walks, give campfire talks, arrange
interesting displays . . .and often are achieving what
the park managers would love to, if only they had the budgets.

)rcE:nr.nm take our state parks
seriously. When the quality of |'|.1:=5'.1|::ta
parks is threatened, we react positively,
not only with words, but with time,
effort, and money,

Springing up across the state are
Ewndspagmu 5 cuq:h:rsli tive asnaunr;]m

just plain folks who are spec
indeed. When state hudgn;-l:swftr; ;‘E:i(:-
were cut to allow only basi
maintenance, these people formed
organizations of volunteers. Now, active
friends groups are providing
interpretative and educational services
for Oregon’s recreational jewels.

Withour monetary compensation,
members of fricnds groups lead nature
walks, give campfire talks, arrange
interesting displays, and pmwdi. books
and other educational materials. They
help the park visitors understand and
enjoy the natural history, scenic beauty,
and historic significance of the parks and
nearby communities.

Most members of fricnds group
would be quick o say they are rewarded
in many ways other than money. The
personal satisfaction gained by
contributing public service warms their
hearts. The time spent in picturesque

46  August/September 1989 Orecon Coast

Ormegon Depe. of Transportation photo
Vidunteer John Berpen leads a Rotry
Comuention towr gyoud throegh Shore Acres

State Park frrmal gardens,

settings restores peace of mind. The
intellectual stimulation of such service
enhances one sense of well-being. They
enjoy meeting the park visitors, In other
words, they simply like to do it

Friends groups work with the
cooperation of park managers and
administrators. The volunteers are
involved with projects cutside planned
staff achievement. Park managers are
1nc|?uclnd in the planning process, and

communication exists between
vﬂlun'rurr.s and employees.

Park employees are likely o devore
many off-duty hours to meetings and
planning. welcome the interest and
the efforts of t citizens and are
learning to work with them efficiently.

Often the friends groups are
achieving what the park managers would
love o, if only th:yhnd&::hudﬁ
Certain improvements appear to both
management and volunteers as desirable
projects, If these projects fit into the
category of education or interpretation,

the friends can take on the challenge.
Usually, the friends’ first job is to find
adequate funds for the project they are
interested in.

*We're learning how to work with
volunteers,” says State Parks Director
David Talbot, Talbot attends many
meetings of friends associations and hels
quick to appreciate them, “These co-op
members can effectively influence tJ-u.-
course of evenis, One citizen is worth a
dozen bureaucrats when you want o get
things done in the political arena. 1
think these citizens will play an
important role in our fumre”

Can there be tive factors (o
such associations? is some risk,”
Talbot admits, “This is another way of
opening the parks up to the citizens,
More people will know what we're doing
and will be involved in decisions. That
always complicates things”

(hrcraﬂ however, Talbot expresses

support of the friends
gmupa “We believe that these
conperation associations will help us
survive in many ways,” he says. “First,
the members of these groups will provide
services, sponsor events, and raise money
to accomplish projects that can no
longer be done with state funds. That, in
itself, is wonderful.®

Looking to the future, Talbot
“envisions a time within the next few
years when members of these
asociations all over the state become an
informed group of state parks advocates
who will help the division obtain better
funding.”

The first friends group formed in
1970 1o save 641 acres of paths used by
southwest Portland-aren residents when
dhew t threatened, Since those

Il within the boundaries of two
counties as well as two cities, it was a
formidable task. Today, the Friends of
Tryon Creek Park Association boasts
450 members. The park stands as a
monument to what caring citizens amnd
operrminded povernment officials can
achieve,

- Ennr:. l:hem are nine other Fricnds of
Orregon, five of which are assmun_-d
with Oregon Coast parks. Each group
works to enhance the special attractions
of :Lsh;p;rk .ﬁlt Fcrrrhﬁtwnm the friends
emphasize military history; Yaguina Bay’s
friends group maintains a *haunted” 4
lighthouse; the group at Shore Acres
capitalizes on the park’s formal English
gardens; at Cape Blanco, the friends are
turning a historic house into a museumn;
and the friends at South are
running a summer program that inchdes
interpretative nature hikes, canoe trips,
and more.

Oither groups may be forming soon.
All friends groups are ized as non-
profit associations under Internal

Revenue Service guidelines.

What drives a typical friends
vidunteer!?

For David and Shirley Bridgham,
who put in o8 many a8 40 hours a
mn'ﬁ'. as volunteers at Shore Acres
Seare Park, what makes it all worthwhile
i the warm rnc;{.(llm from the
community and the park stoff, & well as
their own satisfaction from goals
accomplished. *We believe in the future
of I!hr&:!arb they say. "We hope to
make Shore r"n.ru- and the south coast a
destination point”

George and Ella Mae Moosehead of
'|un-'r|nn Uity, members of the Friends of

ina Bay Lighthouse, give more than
|'|-::l.Ln a month hosting the lighthouse
.m.lJ gift sk and say they enjoy making
histoey come alive for the pounger
generation. Omne of their biggest rewards
is seeing that happen to people who visit
the Yaquinn Bay Lighthouse.

Ralland Broadhwell, a retired military
officer and presédent of the Friends of
Fort Stevens State Park, admits o
indulging nestalgia, but he adds, *There
is more to the motivaton than thar |
like o meet people, | particulardy like o
tell the Army story that is many times
rmnligned in podays e, Honestly, there

Lev and lockie Houll jode tmorises []l'“l].,
hégoricnl miditary mewllions wed in Wimd
Wirr I, én Fort Sseverus Saare Park

it also @ sense of still being somebody
important tha [ like.”

Broachwell devores as many as 60
hours o month o the Friends of Forr
Stewens State Park. *If | can help one

w06 remember some nFIEmn milstary
istory in a positive way,” he says, °1 fecl
I've done something for what was my
chisen way of life and of which I'm sdll
proud”

His words gets o the core of the
feeling rhar motivites people to join
fnc:i groups. Small wonder friends
group members get @ sense importance,
Their long hours of work, the thousands
of dollars of donations, and the glorious
results—all achieved withour tax doflars
—verify that to them and others, state
park projects are very impoetans, indeed.

Without friends like these, many
E::rk presgects 4u:.1 would not

ppen.
Jan Stewart Is @ Salem residen! and former edifor
refn e OGS BEDOARESS a5 @ vOlunfeer na e
lodge hosl campgrownd hosl, Radwemalt guide
sad chaner memoer of Friends of Stver Fallg
Seale Pavk




Anniversary
1989

60th ANNIVERSARY

OREGON STATE PARKS

Py —— 1989

SHORE ACRES STATE PARK
GARDEN HOUSE

Where:
When:

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2
2-4PM

Cake donated bgh ALBERTSONS

Beverages dona

ed by: @
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Community Nefus

To the residents and businesses of the
Lower Umpqua area and the surrounding
communities: On behalf of the Lower
Umpqua Chamber of Commerce | want to
thank you for your support and participation in
making Ocean Festival 1989 the best festival
since its revival in 1983 In the next couple of
weeks, we are going to start planning for Ocean
Festival 1990 and would like to hear from you
with any suggestions you might have for making
next year's event even larger and more
successful by calling our toll-free number 1-800-

247-2155 or 271-3495. Sincerely, Carleene
Compton, President.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
AT SHORE ACRES
‘Shore Acres State Park will celebrate the 60th
‘anniversary of Oregon State Parks and the
‘creation of a new State Parks and Recreation
‘Department on August 2 at the Garden House
“at Shore Acres.

The short event will begin at 2 p.m. and
%ontinue to 4 p.m. Community members are
‘invited to attend. Parks staff, Friends of Shore
‘Acres, and volunteers will serve cake, which was
donated by Albertsons and soft drinks, provided
by the local Pepsi-Cola distributor, Pepsi Cola
Bottling Company, Ray Pravs.

The event is one of 16 being held statewide that
same day to observe the agency's 60th year of
existence.

"We consider the appointment of Samuel
Boardman as the first parks engineer in early
August of 1929 as the beginning for our
organization," said David Talbot, State Parks
administrator

Talbot noted that Boardman's appointment was
made by the Highway Commission as an
outgrowth of attempts to preserve the scenic
beauty along Oregon's highways.

Early years for the agency were generally
devoted to land purchase and preservation

& Tirents

ettorts, followed by development of recreational
facilities after World War I1. .
At Shore Acres State Park, the restoration of the
formal gardens became a focus in the mid-70's.
Hundreds of thousands of visitors enjoy the
garden's exceptional beauty each year. The
Friends of Shore Acres, a non-profit cooperative
formed in 1986, is dedicated to providing
educational and interpretive services for Shore
Acres, as well as the other parks in the Sunset
Bay District, Christmas lights and open house at
the gardens, guided tours, new plant | D.
markers, and a new Gift and Information Center
Friends' members and volunteers busy.
Parks and Recreation was a branch of the
Highway Division until it was established as a
separate division of the Department of
transportation by the 1979 Legislature. Talbot
noted that the '79 legislature made another
decision regarding State Parks from the gas-tax
supported Highway Fund," he said.
This loss of revenue combined with recession
cutbacks caused State Parks to fall far behind in
acquisition, development and maintenance, he
said. No new camp grounds have not been
upgrades or expanded significantly, he added.
To prevent a pending crisis, a citizen committee
in 1988 produced a plan to guide State Parks to
the year 2010. In response to the 2010 plan,
Governor Neil Goldschmidt and the 1989
Legislature created a State Parks and Recreation
Department to be directed by a new seven
rInetmher citizen commission beginning January
» 1990,
The governor will sign the bill at a ceremony at
the Capitol in Salem August 2.
"We believe the departmental status will give
State Parks more visibility within state
government and that the new commission will
be able to focus on park issues and help solve
the long term funding problem." Talbot said.
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Jerrie (foreground) and Dick Van Natta, who are members of the
Friends of Shore Acres help serve cake at Shore Acres State Park
during Wednesday's celebration of Oregon State Parks 60th anniver-
sary. The gathering at the garden house in the park was one of 16 that
took place statewide. In addition, Gov, Neil Goldschmidt chose the day
to sign a bill that creales a new Staie Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment to be directed by a seven-member citizen commission starting
Jan. 1, 1990, separating state parks from the Transportation Depart-
ment. There is hope that the departmental status will give the parks
more visibility within state government and that the commission will
be able to focus on park issues and help solve the long-term funding
problem. \




Port Orford News, Wednesday, August 9, 1989—3

Bill creates State Parks
& Recreation Department

Gov. Neil Goldschmidt signed into
law a bill on August 2, creating a new
State Parks and Hecreation Depart-
ment. The bill signing occurred at a
reception celebrating the state parks
system’s 60th anniversary.

“For 60 years we have taken
memories, laughter, knowledge, a
sense of heritage, and a sense of
place from Oregon's parks,” said
Gov. Goldschmidt. “Today, we are
going to start giving back. We've
been resting on our parks’ legacy for
too long. The wear and tear in our
state parks is showing,” he said.

Departmental status will increase
the visibility and importance of
parks and recreation in state govern-
ment. The new agency will be
directed by a seven-member citizen
commission.

Since its creation 60 years ago, the
state parks system has been a part of
the state highway and transportation
departments.

Parks officials said that creation of
the new department could be ac-
complished at little cost since the
agency will continue to obtain ac-
counting, purchasing and personnel
services from the Department of
Transportation.

The governor said the state and its
people must work to protect their

sizeable investment in parks lands
and facilities.

“We now have more campers than
campgrounds in state parks,” he
said. “‘Reservation parks are booked
for the rest of the summer, and peo-
ple line up every afternoon to get into
nonreservation parks,” Goldschmidt
said.

Last year's attendance broke all
records, and camping has jumped
six per cent this May and June com-
pared to last year.

Studies predict this trend to con-
tinue with Oregon’s population in-
creasing 26 per cent over the next 20
years and state parks use expected
to rise 40 per cent, he said.

To begin preparing for the future,
the legislature and governor’s office

inereased the state parks budget
by 24 per cent for the next two years.

“I believe the new department and
commission will be able to respond to
the changing demands for outdoor
recreation and historic preservation
in coming decades,” the governor
said.

Although the bill doesn't become
effective until January 1, 1990,
Goldschmidt said he has asked his
staff and the parks staff to move
quickly to begin the work of the new
department and commission.




Friends of Shore Aeres, Inc.

Continued in Qlbum 3:
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