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Shore Acres State Park
Before Friends - 1986

Ward Robertson

Shirley Bridgham

I

How Friends of Shore Acres Happened

Aerial and Gardens — 1986

n 1986, the Communication Arts Group at Southwestern Oregon Community College
decided to tell the story of Shoreacres and Shore Acres State Park by creating a multiimage slide show to be shown at the 5th annual Multi-Image Festival in September.
After the Festival, Shirley Bridgham asked Andy LaTomme, manager at Shore Acres State
Park, if the park wanted a copy. He said yes. Not long after, Andy asked Shirley and her
husband David if they would like to help start a Friends group – a non-profit corporation
in association with state parks. They said yes.
An organizational meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in Room 12 of
Sumner Hall on the campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance
were Andy LaTomme, John Bergen, Mike Bodkin, David and Shirley Bridgham, John
Garner, Marty Giles, George Guthrie, Dick Hansen, Ron Hjort, Tony Mason, and Karen
Wuethrich. On that important night, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. in cooperation with
Shore Acres State Park began a long journey of success.

The program is about Asa Meade Simpson and his son Louis Jerome and the history of
the magnificent estate that Louis called Shoreacres. It continues with what Shore Acres
State Park was like in 1986 when the slide show was created.

Shirley Bridgham

The Shore Acres Story was shown in slide format to thousands of visitors for years, then
transferred to VHS tape for easier showing. In 2006, it was transferred to DVD. In 2013,
it was transformed again, this time with additional photos courtesy of Caitlin Day, James
McDermott, Sunset Bay State Park and the Coos Historical and Maritime Museum.
Special thanks goes to Phillip Bridgham for rescuing the original sound track.
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About the Friends’ Albums

Shirley Bridgham

Aerials - 1986

It’s time to preserve the Friends’ photos and clippings using the following:
• Epson Expression 11000XL Scanner
• Adobe PhotoShop CS-3
• Adobe InDesign CS-3.
• Epson Presentation Paper - Matte
• Epson Premium Photo Paper - Glossy
• Epson Stylus Photo R2000 Printer
I will also save the album pages as PDF files.

Ward Robertson

by Shirley Bridgham - 2014
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Note from Shirley Bridgham - September 2014
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. was founded on
December 4, 1986.
1st annual year Dec. 4, 1986 - Aug. 31, 1987
1st Birthday - Dec. 4, 1987
1st Christmas Lights - Dec. 11, 1987
2nd annual Year - Sept. 1, 1987 - Aug. 31, 1988
2nd Birthday - Dec. 4, 1988
. . . and so on. The annual year runs from September
of one year to the end of August of the next year.

W

hat an amazing journey it has been for David and me since 1986. Little did we know
when we, the Friends, decided to bring more attention to Shore Acres State Park, by
stringing some lights to celebrate Christmas in 1987, we would begin an awesome adventure
that continues to this day.
So many volunteers, so many supporters, so many visitors, such a great board of
directors, and always so much excellent cooperation from park managers, rangers and staff all combine to make Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. one of the most successful non-profit Co-ops
in the state of Oregon.
All these years, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. has been truly blessed to remain an allvolunteer organization. It has made it possible to accomplish so many interpretive and
physical development projects at Shore Acres. Visit our Information & Gift Center and pick
up one of our membership brochures and you will find an extensive list.
I’ve been privileged to create and produce our slide shows, DVDs, and Newsletters
and Journals. Not to mention, designing the lights display and seeing it come together like
theater every season. Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it’s also a lot of fun. David has the challenge
of designing and producing new sculptures and maintaining the old ones. When we read the
comments in the guest books, we always get enthused to start the next season.
This year, I’m starting a project to preserve the Friends’ archives in physical albums —
this is the first album — backed up in a digital format for easy viewing by many. We have
many photos, news clippings and other materials that will be included in the albums.
As I’ve started going through the archives, I’m reminded of how FoSA has grown and
prospered in order to help Shore Acres State Park, Sunset Bay State Park and Cape Arago
State Park. What a great reminder of why we do what we do. Our hope is that in the future,
others will experience and enjoy the same opportunities.

Note from David Bridgham - September 2014

T

he following pages (and Albums) are a chronology of the
efforts of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., but even more than
that, tell the tale of the enormous support that the Friends have
enjoyed from our regional communities.
This was a movement whose time had come. The Oregon
State Legislature had passed “Enabling” Legislation allowing
non-profit 501(c)3'organizations to adopt a specific State Park to
provide educational and interpretive services to its visitors. Well
that’s the dry legislative speak for find a core user group that
loves that park and let it nurture and care for it.
Shore Acres State Park, 13 miles from town, is the touchstone
that we all bring our friends and visitors to when we want to show off the beauty of the
Oregon south coast. There was a built-in and pent-up desire to shower this special place
with community pride and needed TLC. Outreach to our communities started with the
planning sessions with FOSA Board members and volunteers. Dreaming of what could be,
planning on now and the future.
Holiday Lights at Shore Acres is a night time interpretation of the formal English style
gardens and the reflecting pond at the oriental garden. Historically, the original Simpson
mansion built on the bluff at the stone wall, was a Christmas present to Louie Simpson’s wife
Cassie. From the very first lighting event we recognized the importance to the communities
to open the Garden House for our visitors and start building traditions. After 27 annual
lightings it thrills me to hear from adults with their young family when they tell us they came
to see the lights as kids and now they’re bringing their families to grow the tradition.
An important cornerstone to the Holiday Lights tradition is the consistency of our focus
on major themes. We have stayed true to who we are and where we’re at, interpreting the
gardens with flower-lights, sculptures that are inspired by what’s found in the gardens as well
as many marine related sculptures. The Garden House is beautifully decorated with an old
time (Simpson era) theme that fits this historic gardener’s cottage.
There are those certainties in life - like the tide at our ocean’s shore, the Bay and its
tributaries - migrating geese, and the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres. When I see or hear
a migrating flock of Canadian Geese I get an itch I can only scratch by stringing lights at
Shore Acres.
You will see as you turn these pages that the secret sauce has always been to engage our
community, give credit and ownership where deserved, and always try to improve this place
that we all love.
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Founded December 4, 1986

“The purpose of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
is to participate in interpretive, educational,
and physical development programs
with Sunset Bay Management Unit.”
FoSA Bylaws
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
MINUTES
A meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in room 12 of Sumner Hall on the
campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance were Andy LaTomme,
John Bergen, George Guthrie, Karen Wuethrich, Marty Giles, Ron Hjort, Mike Bodkin, John
Garner, Shirley Bridgham, David Bridgham, Dick Hansen and Tony Mason. Andy LaTomme
opened the meeting by giving background information about the establishment of nonprofit corporations in association with state parks.
Mike Bodkin reviewed the legal steps necessary to establish a corporation and to certify
it as tax-exempt under federal and state laws: fees to be paid, legal liability of corporation
members and the formation of an initial board of directors.
Discussion followed on the details of the above presentations. The group agreed that
a preliminary date of June, 1987 was a goal for establishing the tax-exempt status of the
organization and that the group should forego any solicitation of funds until this status has
been obtained.
Those present introduced themselves to the group and completed a sign-up sheet with
their names and addresses. Each person was asked if he or she desired to serve on the initial
board of directors. All except Andy LaTomme, Ron Hjort, Karen Wuethrich and Mike Bodkin
responded "yes."
Some discussion followed about the number of state park employees to be allowed
to serve on the board at any one time. It was generally agreed that no more than 1/4 of
the board should be composed of state park employes, however formal action on this was
deferred until bylaws are adopted. It was agreed that the Sunset Bay State Park district
manager would serve as a non-voting member of the board. There was some discussion
about this and it was understood and agreed that the group would not undertake any
projects without the approval of the district park manager or his designee.
Nominations were opened for chairman. Dick Hansen and John Bergen were nominated
and declined. John Garner was nominated and unanimously elected. He conducted the
balance of the meeting.
A motion to name the organization the "Friends of Shore Acres, Inc," was proposed,
seconded and passed.
Mike Bodkin was named to act as legal agent for the Friends of Shore Acres (hereafter
referred to as the "Friends") and was thanked for his work thus far. Discussion followed
regarding the purposes of the Friends as required for the incorporation papers.
Mike Bodkin stated that he would use wording from a similar organization’s application
and that he expected the incorporation papers would be returned by the next meeting.

Friends of Shore Acres
December 4, 1986
Minutes - page 2
It was decided the scope of the organization would be discussed when bylaws were
presented for adoption at a later meeting.
There was discussion about membership in general, voting vs. non-voting membership
and graduated membership fees. Action on this was deferred until a later meeting.
A collection was taken to cover the cost of the incorporation fee. A total of $13.00 was
collected from the group.
It was proposed and approved that Mike Bodkin act as initial incorporator for the Friends.
Additional discussion about the purpose of the Friends took place. It was felt that the
purposes stated in the articles of incorporation should be broad enough to allow the group
to participate in a broad range of activities, including physical development in the park.
The agenda for the next meeting was discussed. It was decided that bylaws and the
setting of goals for the group would take up most of the meeting. The board was asked to
be prepared to discuss possible goals and committee assignments for that meeting. Dick
Hansen was selected to lead the discussion on bylaws.
Andy LaTomme was asked to bring a copy of his park's master plan to assist in
coordinating the goals of the Friends with those of State Parks. He was also asked to
prepare a draft set of bylaws, based on those used by existing cooperating associations, to
be mailed to board members before the next meeting.
Andy LaTomme was asked to prepare a press release announcing the formation of the
Friends with special mention of Mike Bodkin's contribution.
Karen Wuethrich was asked to prepare minutes of the meeting.
The date for a second meeting was set for January 13, 1987. Shirley Bridgham was asked
to arrange for a meetlng room at SWOCC. The suggestion was made that the board consider
a fixed meeting date, e.g., the second Tuesday of each month. It was felt that this was a
good idea, but no action was taken.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Wuethrich
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Annual Year - September 1, 1989 - August 31, 1990

September 12, 1989 - Annual Meeting - Garden House at Shore Acres

Friends of Shore Acres - Annual Meeting, September 12, 1989
The annual meeting of the Friends was called to order by Shirley Bridgham.

Awards Presented

George presented the 1989 annual financial report - for details see the attached report.
The board reviewed some of the similarities (and differences) between last year’s report and
this one - and some of the surprising correlation between the proposed budget projections we
did earlier this year and actual results.
The election of board members followed. The recommendation of the nominating
committee was to re-elect Dick Hansen, John Bergen, and elect Howard Hall and Ellen
Garner. It was moved and seconded that we follow the recommendation and vote them in
“all at once.”
Discussion followed on applying for a possible economic development grant (of up to
$5,000.00 - matching). Dick suggested that we could propose using the money to create
interpretive signs/displays at the lighthouse viewpoint and at Simpson Reef.
Andy talked about a proposed redesign of the G.A.I.C. We could remove the shutters on
the east side - create a solid wall on which we could install shelving and display space. The
south wall would be converted into a “regular” window (bought by the Friends).

Outgoing Vice President Dick
Hansen received “The Second
Banana” award.

We are still looking for more volunteers for the Center but Andy said that at least half a
dozen camp hosts are applying to work at the Center next year.
David said that the G.A.I.C. volunteer philosophy should be not “selling” but “garden
sitting” - i.e. greeting visitors, giving out info, and in general enhancing the public’s
experience in visiting the gardens.
Shirley closed the annual meeting and immediately convened a special board meeting.
Friends of Shore Acres - Special Board Meeting, September 12, 1989
The board voted on new officers. It was proposed that David Bridgham be nominated for
President, Al as Vice President and George as Sec/Treas. The board decided to approve the
nominations and elect the whole “slate” of nominees as proposed.
President David’s first official action was to hand out appreciation “awards” to out-going
and on-going officers to whit “The Second Banana Award” to Dick Hansen, the “String Him
Along” award to George, and the “Frayed Wire and Blown Circuit” award to Shirley.
Talk turned to gift items for Christmas - we are going to sell mugs, tree ornaments and
sweatshirts (the sweatshirts for Christmas volunteers only).
Discussion followed on possibilities for “kid items” that could be sold at the Center.
Suggestions included - magnifying glass its, small puzzles and scarves with a map of the
garden design. Another idea was to sell flower seeds (of the same type of our annuals
display). We might also contract with a local nursery to grow plants for sale (ala the Tryon
Creek Trillium Fest.) - we could split profits with them. Ellen Garner suggested it would be
nice if we could select a kids item to be sold at Christmas.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M.

President David Bridgham
presented a “String Him
Along” award to George
Guthrie, who was re-elected
Secretary-Treasurer.
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Outgoing President Shirley
Bridgham received the “Frayed
Wire and Blown Circuit” award.

Daisies, Dahlias, Pond Lilies and Publicity

“Eighty-seven
percent of visitors
to Shore Acres
accorded an
excellent rating.”
Photos by Luis Velasquez

OPRD Co-Op Conference - Sept. 29-30, 1989
Excerpts from the Friends Minutes of Oct. 3, 1989
Co-Op Conference at Silver Falls State Park, Sept. 29-30
Reviewed activities. A variety of different co-ops and activities
are going on throughout the parks system. Cape Blanco/Hughes
House had an open house and received $4,000 in donations for the
event. They will have Christmas lights and an open house the
week-end of December 15-17. Vista House on the Columbia River
Gorge in a 9 month “season” grosses $156,000. Champoeg has an
“Indian Summer Festival” in addition to its historical pageant.
Silver Falls had a highly successful Civil War “battle” etc.
Friends of Shore Acres presented a slide show report of the past
year’s activities; highlights included the wiring of the gardens,
Christmas Lights, pond cleaning, Mother’s Day Rhododendron
Sunday, Father’s Day Rose Sunday, the Oregon Coast Music
Festival and the new Gift and Information Center.

Planning Workshop

Dave Talbot spoke to the conference. His main points
were that parks need co-ops and vice versa; and that there is a
chance for “power struggles” between parks and co-ops. He also
announced the availability of the challenge grant.
Parks Staff had a separate meeting at the conference and
discussion on “Is It Worth it?” (to have co-ops). General consensus
is “Yes” even though it often involved a lot of work and worry for
parks during certain special events. There was a discussion of the
challenge grants and the consensus was that co-ops should have a
chance to go for it all, i.e., one co-op could possibly get all or most
of the money available if the proposed project is worth it. Would
have a committee made up of Salem staff people and at least one
field manager (probably one who doesn’t have a co-op) to evaluate
co-op requests for grant money. Also would like to have an
“advisory committee of park people to help counsel park districts
interested in creating new co-ops.

Monte Turner, David Bridgham, George Guthrie

Al Aslakson conducted a workshop, “Planning for Co-ops.”
Our planning process has served as a “model” for other co-ops
throughout the system. Al noted that there has been a lot more
progress in planning and development since last year among
Friends groups.
Volunteer Workshop/Co-Op Conference

(L-R) Shore Acres State Park Manager Andy
LaTomme, F.O.S.A. President David Bridgham and
Vice President Al Aslakson

The presentation stressed structural interviews, job
descriptions, selection and training. Social experience and “fun”
are regarded as major “reward” for volunteers. F.O.S.A. is the
only group that has camp host volunteers join F.O.S.A. in order to
participate. A survey of volunteers indicates that the availability
of product discounts and more training are motivational for
volunteers.
Ann Koppy said that at the Coos County Historical Society
they have no special recognition except for a certificate at their
annual meeting.
Volunteers F.O.S.A
There was discussion about revamping our annual meetingappreciation dinner to include a written summary of the past
year’s progress and achievements.
Al suggested that we keep money in the budget every year to
send a F.O.S.A. member to the parks conference.
Finance Workshops/Co-Op Conference
The main point was that a CPA has devised a simplified report
form for co-op income/expenditures. Each co-op will use this form
as a quarterly report to Salem.
Roundtables/Co-Op Conference

Gail Wolfe, Al Aslakson, Andy LaTomme

Brainstorming on a variety of subjects . . . Other co-ops were
surprised that we “over-mail” our newsletter to non-members as
well as members. Some of them may try it.

Plentiful Publicity . . .

Regional and Local Publicity . . .
Oregon Coast October/November 1989

October 10, 1989
Shirley Bridgham
The Friends of Shore Acres
c/o Sunset Bay Park District
13030 Cape Arago Hwy.,
Coos Bay, Oregon 97420
Dear Shirley,
At long last -- enclosed are a couple of issues of Western
Living Magazine’s October issue containing the Shore Acres
article labelled “Western Traveller.” The magazine will be
returning your transparencies shortly. I think the photos
look great!
Thank you for all your help and patience. I hope the article
will attract more Canadian visitors, so that you can collect
more funds to maintain your lovely garden.
I am sorry the magazine misspelled (obviously a typo)
George Guthrie’s name. They are usually very careful
about such things.
Yours truly,

Shirley Blevings

Planning Meeting – Oct. 21, 1989 – 10 am - 4 pm
South Slough Sanctuary Conference Room
Executive Committee Priorities:
* Park Function
Physical Improvements Trail Improvements
* Log bridges over low sections
* General trail upgrades (Scouts, Trail Club, etc.)
Major General Improvements
* Additional parking
- Logging/lumber/shipping museum
- New fountain w/lights (park has design)
- Plant 5 yr. old myrtlewood tree
* Add to lighting for parking
Misc. General Improvements
- Canopy
- Nightscaping - including pond, garden, and
observation bldg. (both inside and out)
- Pay telescopes
- Topo map (in a building)
Signs
- Interpretive
* Directional
- Plant replacements

Claire Kinman, Nellie Ripper, Jana Doerr, David Bridgham, Friends’ President
House
Major Projects
* Roof
* Foundation
- Carpet - either carpeting or area rugs
as appropriate
- Purchase refrigerator
* Fireplace repair

In Attendance: FoSA Board members, park staff
and several non-board member “interested parties.”
Sharon Fortune catered lunch with the cost
covered by the Friends.

Minor Projects
- Paint
- Wallpaper
- Redo ceiling
- Lights replaced with authentic fixtures
- Housekeeping supplies
- Storage space
- Finish cabinets
- Phone
- Sound system development (hooked to GAIC)
- Purchase one vacuum cleaner
- Fix doors upstairs
- Permanent interpretive displays on walls
- Management
- Safety-proof steps and porch both front and back
- Fix front door to open out and fix latch
Handicap Issues:
Access
* Wheelchair ramp to cottage (more permanent)

History and Research:
- Living history tapes with SWOCC help
(pioneers and the Pittams)
- The lost years
- Army history
- The Coast Guard as neighbors
- Artifacts available for display from the
Simpson era
- Pre-Simpson history
- Model of 1st mansion
Pr Activities:
- Shore Acres information phone (GTE)
- Display space at local libraries
- Informational signs at Sunset Bay parking lot
* Survey review (every 4 years)
- Maps of the world
- Inclusion in tour bus itinerary
Events and Activities:
* Day Camp
* Kids camp-outs (camporees?)
- Arbor Day/Presidents Day/Governor’s Day
-Winter watching (storm and whale watching)
- Assorted trail walks/runs/biathlons/etc.
- Garden organizations events
- Jedediah Smith
- Audubon Society events
(Continued . . .

Planning Meeting (Contin.)

Chris and Donna Flammang, Tony Mason, Nellie Ripper, George Guthrie
Special Projects:
- Photo Contest
- Music Festival concert
- Evening summer concerts
- House open weekends
- Easter Egg Hunt
- Garden Party and art show/painting/wine/cheese event
- 1890’s Box Social - Jerrie Van Natta, Dick Hansen,
Connie Eslinger and Ann Koppy will do
- Life Savers Weekend - Jana Doerr will do
Tours:
- Other parks (for “Friends”)
Volunteers:
- In-service training
- Name tags/badges for all workers
- Host sign and name badges
- Host/hostess aprons and vests
Lecture Series:
- Tree identification
- Geology
- Wild flowers
- Birds
- Pruning and Grafting (roses, rhodies, etc.)
- Weavers
- Flower arranging
- Bonsai
- Tide pooling
- Gardening groups
- Children nature talks (schools, etc.)
- Campfire programs
- History

Give Away Materials:
Brochures:
- Historical
- Plant ID sheets
- Trail maps
- Greenhouse tour
- Coast trail maps
- Other parks, campgrounds, etc.
- “What you can do for us” list

GAIC Items for Sale:
- Magnifying boxes
- T-shirts, sweatshirts
- Bumper stickers (walking the trail and different sayings)
- Bronze cranes
- Hand-out maps
- Simpson book
- Plants and seeds
- Postcards (gardens and historic)
- Slides
- Pillows, quilts, and place mat kits
- Hats, mugs, glasses, wine glasses, cups
- Sun visors, rain bonnets
- Flowers on special days (by contract with nursery)
- Book bags and markers
- Stationery
- Plant guides
- Shore Acres coffee table book
- Ecology book of SA
- Audio/video tapes
- Sunglasses
- Bud vases
- Belt buckles
- Patches

– At the Gardens –
New Electrical Outlets

David Bridgham

Fund Raising:
Collectors Series:
- Christmas cups
- Christmas ornaments
- Wine glasses
Ongoing:
- Memorials
- Donations
- Estate planning
- Bequests
- Endowments
- Grants Bill Doerr will do
- Corporate sponsors
- Membership dues
- Gift and information center
- Workshops, tours, in-services
- Telescopes
- Christmas lights donations

George Guthrie

New Projects:
- Service group support
- Limited edition posters
- Rain insurance
- “What you can do for us” list
- Special Events and Activities as listed in that section
Other:
- Cape Arago Highway residents decorate/light their homes
- Sponsor use of park by other groups and take % fee

George Jones

Getting Ready . . .

Getting Ready . . .

The World - November 30, 1989

Getting Ready . . .

David Bridgham, Co-Chair Holiday Lights

George Guthrie, Shore Acres “Head Gardener”
Large Christmas tree “planted” in the center walkway

Volunteers work on stringing 25,000 lights

Volunteers Dick Van Natta and Ginger Sawyer

A couple of volunteers made the news . . .
The World - December 4, 1989
Jan and Harry Dolezal

Merrie Holbert decorates the garden entrance.

Merrie Holbert (L) and Diane Verger (R) get some help.

Shore Acres State Park Manager Andy LaTomme works on the stage.

Gerry Livingston offers suggestions to Andy LaTomme and her
husband Charlie Kocher on decorating the stage.

A Garden House Makeover for Christmas

David Bridgham, Tony Mason, Robin Harms, Sue Graeser
Elegant velvet covered furniture in the living room

New counter for refreshments built by Don Harms

Myrtlewood chairs for visitors

Large Christmas tree in the living room

Van driver delivered furniture to the Garden House. Volunteers David and Shirley
Bridgham, Frank Smith, Sue Graeser, Robin and Don Harms, and Friend were
ready to unload and decorate.

“Thanks” Scrolls in the Kitchen

Don Harms and Claire Kinman

Display of Historical Photos of Simpson’s Shoreacres estate

A Garden House Filled with Memories

Borrowed Furniture
Willing Hands
Beautiful Results

Claire Kinman, Jerrie Van Natta and Alta Wilson

Tuesday, December 5, 1989, The World, Coos Bay, Ore. - Page 1A

Donna and Chris Flammang in World Photo

ALMOST FULL SIZE ABOVE THE FOLD - Tuesday, December 5, 1989, The World, Coos Bay, Ore. - Page 1A

ALMOST FULL SIZE BELOW THE FOLD - Tuesday, December 5, 1989, The World, Coos Bay, Ore. - Page 1A

ALMOST FULL SIZE - PAGE 2-A

Tuesday, December 5, 1989, The World, Coos Bay, Ore.

A Daunting but “Happy” Task - 18,000 Cookies

Sharon Fortune, Cookie Baking Chair and Bonnie Koreiva

Pearl Groves - Head Baker, North Bend HS
Happy Cookie Bakers - They did it!

Photos by Luis Velasquez

Opening Night, Dec. 9, 1989 – 25,000 Lights

Phyllis Love, Graphic Artist at Southwestern
Oregon Community College and member of the
Friends, designed the Christmas Lights at Shore
Acres poster and the sweatshirt for volunteers.

Robynn Reed visits with Donna and Frank Smith.
All helped with setting up the Christmas Lights display.

Donna Smith holds Robynn and Mike Reed’s baby boy
Adam born in October just ahead of setting up the lights.

Garden House open with hot cider,
cranberry punch, coffee and cookies

Formal Garden’s center brick planter
filled with a small Christmas tree

More Photos and Nice Results!

Dusk is a favorite Time for many.

Life Member

Lots of Cookies

The World - December 27, 1989

The World - December 28, 1989

Note - December 29, 1989

Famous Shore Acres “Wave”
at Shore Acres State Park
“For seascape photographers, the Rembrandt of the sea awaits
the click of your camera” - Description by Samuel H. Boardman,
Oregon’s first State Parks Superintendent

Picking up coins.

The World - December 29, 1989

World Photo by Andy Cripe

Volunteers Pamela Royer and Chuck Newton offer advice on whale watching at Shore Acres State Park

December 30, 1989
Note from Linda Lopez, Volunteer Coordinator,
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department

The World - January 2, 1990

The World - January 24 1990

Shore Acres
Garden House
January 20, 1990
“Shakedown” Meeting
Lots of ideas to make
Christmas at Shore Acres
even better!
David Bridgham leads the meeting.

Friends’ Quarterly Newsletter reports results . . .

Newsletter credits Friends and Volunteers

Spring Pond Cleaning - BLM and Scouts
join Friends for annual Pond “Muckraking”
Page 2 - The World, Coos Bay, Ore. Wednesday, April 25, 1990

New Plant Markers – Welcome Interpretation

A

s part of an Eagle Scout Project, Stuart Leslie took on the job of
cutting and installing the posts for new plant markers purchased
by the Friends. Helping with the project were Leslie family members
including Lanny, Evelyn, Don Russ, Norma and Kyle. Also
volunteering were Jim, Judy, Jennifer, Jared and Joseph Moyer,
Levi Littrell and Peter Ballantyne. Park personnel included Andy
LaTomme, George Guthrie and Ellie Kinney-Martial.

Levi Littrell

Peter Ballantyne

George Guthrie, Head Gardener
Evelyn Leslie, Stuart’s Mom

Lanny Leslie, Stuart’s Dad

Finished Plant Marker

Andy LaTomme, Park Manager

Priceless Publicity

Rhododendron Sunday – Mother’s Day
Page 6 - The World, Coos Bay, Ore. Thursday, May 10, 1990

Gorgeous Gardens and Friends welcome visitors

Regional Publicity Highlights “Friends”
The Sunday Oregonian, May 20, 1990

At Shore Acres Gardens

Snowball Bush - Viburnum Species

Tuesday, May 22, 1990, The World, Coos Bay, Ore. - Page 5

Celebrating 200 Years

Summer Events – 1990

The World - June 1, 1990

Shore Acres – A Very Special Place

The World - June 1, 1990

AARS (All America Rose Selections)
Rose Display Garden welcomes visitors.
Page 6 - The World, Coos Bay, Ore. - Friday, June 15, 1990

Rose Sunday / Father’s Day – June 17, 1990

The World - June 23, 1990

The World - June 30, 1990

The World - June 30, 1990

When you visit Shore Acres . . . learn the stories of the plants . . . have a chat with George Guthrie
Originally built as a summer home and
present for his wife, in 1906 Louis J. Simpson
began what is now known as Shore Acres
State Park.
He eventually built a three-story mansion,
complete with an indoor heated swimming
pool and ballroom, and the gardens
contained some of the most exotic and rare
plants in the area. At one time, five full time
gardeners cared for over 3,000 plants from
all over the world.
The first home was destroyed by a fire on
July 4, 1921, and the replacement fell into
disrepair and was eventually acquired by the
state in 1942.
The grounds became an Army headquarters
during World War II. After the war, the state
did not have enough money to restore the
gardens, so the pond was filled, and most
of the flower beds were converted to lawn.
Some of the original plants did survive to
become the seeds of the garden restoration
that began in 1975.
Today the formal gardens follow the original
layout, with about 10 percent of the plants
left over from the time of the Simpsons.

“A pie plant with a thyroid problem,”
Guthrie says of the Prickly Rhubarb.
A native of South America, this plant
is found in abundance in the gardens
because the seeds spread everywhere,
even over the cliff and into the ocean.
“It’s kind of like gorse,” he adds.
“Roses are like cars, the 1991 models
are already selected,” Guthrie says of
the roses displayed in the All-America
display garden. The garden, one of only
a handful in the state, displays the top
roses selected from test gardens across
the nation. One of the 1991 winners, a
hybrid tea, is called “Perfect Moment.”
The name is tame compared to names
of past winners. “Some breeder with a
sick mind developed the names. If you
collect his set, you can be slapped by
anyone, anywhere,” Guthrie says of
some of the other names.
The warm-climate Hibiscus thrives at
the gardens as well, a thousand miles or
more away from the southern latitudes
it favors. Travelers in more tropical
regions find its vivid red, purple, yellow,
or orange blossoms spilling over garden
walls and Spanish patios.
“Everything in the garden is just so. I
think it is nice to have something stand
up and say hello,” Guthrie says when
pointing at the Coast Lily, a native of
Oregon. Listed as endangered by the
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Guthrie says the flower grows well out at
Shore Acres, even if it doesn’t always fit
in with the landscape design.
The Lavender Cotton plant can be seen
toward the front of the garden although
it won’t be recognized by its name, as it
has yellow flowers. It was once used as
a herb, but Guthrie says he encourages
it because of its gray foliage that
“harmonizes and contrasts so well in
the garden.”
Gallardia looks like a daisy gone crazy,
with multi-colored centers, atop its
hardy stems from June through early
fall, it fills in several flower beds in the
formal gardens with yellow blooms and
bright centers or orange, brown, red and
other colors.
The Australian Banksia plant is in the
Macadamia plant family native to the
“Land Down Under.” It was planted by
Guthrie as an experiment and has just
taken off. The plant is named after Sir
Joseph Banks, one of the most famous
botanists of the 19th Century. (Not
shown.)
The “Mount Fuji” Oriental Flowering
Cherry tree growing in the garden is
between 60 to 80 years old and planted
by Mr. Simpson’s gardeners as part of
the Oriental garden. In the springtime,
the blossoms cover the tree, turning
it into a “cloud of white,” according to
Guthrie. (Not shown.)

Every plant has a story to tell, and George Guthrie makes it
his business to listen.
Briskly walking from one plant to another, Guthrie points,
describes, relates to, and entertains with stories about every
plant growing at Shore Acres State Park.
The only full time gardener in the state parks system, for the
past six years Guthrie has been pruning, planting, growing, and
nurturing one of the most unique parks in the state.

“Plants are like people, they don’t act like they tell you
they will in books,” Guthrie says. “Plants don’t read books.”
He shows many examples, including a dwarf rhododendron
that was supposed to be 3 or 4-feet tall, but instead stands
at least 8-feet high.
Another example is the Australian Banksia plant, which
Guthrie grows as an experiment. Even though the plant
favors a much warmer climate, sure enough the books

were once again mistaken. Guthrie points to it thriving at
Shore Acres.
Guthrie grew up in state parks in Central Oregon
watching his father, who also worked for Oregon State
Parks Division, plant trees and maintain parks. Guthrie
calls himself a “park brat,” says his interest in gardening
was sparked.
After attending Central Oregon Community College and

Southern Oregon State College, Guthrie went to work for the
state parks in 1973.
“I received most of my education at the school of hard
knocks,” Guthrie ways of his horticultural endeavors. And he
doesn’t think he has a green thumb, either. “It comes and it
goes,” Guthrie says of his knack of growing plants. He points
to one plant, called a Stokes aster from China, and says it will
become “George’s disaster” if it doesn’t flower.

Guthrie
finds
his
Shore
Acres
job
a
challenge,
but
the
end
result
is
worth
it.
“Most people who come here are so happy to be
here.
It really gives them immediate enjoyment,”
Guthrie observes.
He is always on hand to answer
questions, chat about plants, share horticultural tips.
“Sometime I can hardly get from one end of the garden
to another without getting asked questions,” Guthrie

said during our interview. Like clockwork, not five minutes
later a couple strolled by and asked Guthrie about some
of the hybrid tea roses. He smiled and responded with an
entertaining and enlightening story.
Guthrie oversees a beautiful, unique garden, and, when not
grooming and pruning nurturing his plants, he’s an interesting
tour guide to boot.

The World - July 12, 1990

Oregon Coast Music Festival Garden Concert

Don Harms helps park cars in the field.

Field parking works in July.

Friends sell raspberry sundaes and lemonade.

“Southern Light” entertains crowd.

The World - July 18, 1990

Gift and Information Center (GAIC) at Garden Entrance
The World - July 18, 1990

Customers look at interpretive/educational items in the GAIC.

Friends volunteers Doris and Bob Emmett share information.

The World - July 20, 1990

The World - July 21, 1990

Shasta Daisies

Excellent Publicity and Note of Thanks

Highlights from the Newsletter

Parks and Recreation Commission Tour
August 9, 1990

Ron Hjort (R) welcomes visitors

Al Aslakson (L), Monte Turner (Red Jacket), Andy LaTomme (R)

Nice crowd

Connie Eslinger (L), Bill Sweet (Tan Jacket)

A Very Pleasant Evening at Shore Acres

Ready and Waiting . . .

Guests enjoying dinner

(L-R) Ellen Garner, Tony Mason, Celia Sheridan and guests.

(L-R) Gordon Ross, Andy LaTomme, guest and George Guthrie

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Continued in Album 4:
Annual Year - September 1, 1990 - August 31, 1991

