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Shirley Bridgham

Hotw Friends of Shore Acres Bappened

decided to tell the story of Shoreacres and Shore Acres State Park by creating a multi-

image slide show to be shown at the 5th annual Multi-Image Festival in September.
After the Festival, Shirley Bridgham asked Andy LaTomme, manager at Shore Acres State
Park, if the park wanted a copy. He said yes. Not long after, Andy asked Shirley and her
husband David if they would like to help start a Friends group — a non-profit corporation
in association with state parks. They said yes.

I n 1986, the Communication Arts Group at Southwestern Oregon Community College

An organizational meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in Room 12 of
Sumner Hall on the campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance
were Andy LaTomme, John Bergen, Mike Bodkin, David and Shirley Bridgham, John
Garner, Marty Giles, George Guthrie, Dick Hansen, Ron Hjort, Tony Mason, and Karen
Wuethrich. On that important night, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. in cooperation with
Shore Acres State Park began a long journey of success.

The Shore Acres Story was shown in slide format to thousands of visitors for years, then
transferred to VHS tape for easier showing. In 2006, it was transferred to DVD. In 2013,
it was transformed again, this time with additional photos courtesy of Caitlin Day, James
McDermott, Sunset Bay State Park and the Coos Historical and Maritime Museum.
Special thanks goes to Phillip Bridgham for rescuing the original sound track.

The program is about Asa Meade Simpson and his son Louis Jerome and the history of
the magnificent estate that Louis called Shoreacres. It continues with what Shore Acres
State Park was like in 1986 when the slide show was created. B

Ward Robertson

Shi.rl-ey Bridgham
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It’s time to preserve the Friends’ photos and clippings using the following:
e Epson Expression 11000XL Scanner

Adobe PhotoShop CS-3

Adobe InDesign CS-3.

Epson Presentation Paper - Matte

Epson Premium Photo Paper - Glossy

Epson Stylus Photo R2000 Printer

| will also save the album pages as PDF files. ® Album 4

Ward Robertson




FPote from Shirley Bridaham - September 2014

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. was founded on
December 4, 1986.

1st annual year Dec. 4, 1986 - Aug. 31, 1987
1st Birthday - Dec. 4, 1987
1st Christmas Lights - Dec. 11, 1987

2nd annual Year - Sept. 1, 1987 - Aug. 31, 1988
2nd Birthday - Dec. 4, 1988

... and so on. The annual year runs from September
of one year to the end of August of the next year.

hat an amazing journey it has been for David and me since 1986. Little did we know

when we, the Friends, decided to bring more attention to Shore Acres State Park, by
stringing some lights to celebrate Christmas in 1987, we would begin an awesome adventure
that continues to this day.

So many volunteers, so many supporters, so many visitors, such a great board of
directors, and always so much excellent cooperation from park managers, rangers and staff -
all combine to make Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. one of the most successful non-profit Co-ops
in the state of Oregon.

All these years, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. has been truly blessed to remain an all-
volunteer organization. It has made it possible to accomplish so many interpretive and
physical development projects at Shore Acres. Visit our Information & Gift Center and pick
up one of our membership brochures and you will find an extensive list.

I’ve been privileged to create and produce our slide shows, DVDs, and Newsletters
and Journals. Not to mention, designing the lights display and seeing it come together like
theater every season. Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it'’s also a lot of fun. David has the challenge
of designing and producing new sculptures and maintaining the old ones. When we read the
comments in the guest books, we always get enthused to start the next season.

This year, I'm starting a project to preserve the Friends’ archives in physical albums —
this is the first album — backed up in a digital format for easy viewing by many. We have
many photos, news clippings and other materials that will be included in the albums.

As I've started going through the archives, I'm reminded of how FoSA has grown and
prospered in order to help Shore Acres State Park, Sunset Bay State Park and Cape Arago
State Park. What a great reminder of why we do what we do. Our hope is that in the future,
others will experience and enjoy the same opportunities. B

Pote from Dabid Bridgham - September 2014

he following pages (and Albums) are a chronology of the

efforts of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., but even more than
that, tell the tale of the enormous support that the Friends have
enjoyed from our regional communities.

This was a movement whose time had come. The Oregon
State Legislature had passed “Enabling” Legislation allowing

non-profit 501 (c)3'organizations to adopt a specific State Park to

provide educational and interpretive services to its visitors. Well ‘
that's the dry legislative speak for find a core user group that z

loves that park and let it nurture and care for it.

Shore Acres State Park, 13 miles from town, is the touchstone
that we all bring our friends and visitors to when we want to show off the beauty of the
Oregon south coast. There was a built-in and pent-up desire to shower this special place
with community pride and needed TLC. QOutreach to our communities started with the
planning sessions with FOSA Board members and volunteers. Dreaming of what could be,
planning on now and the future.

Holiday Lights at Shore Acres is a night time interpretation of the formal English style
gardens and the reflecting pond at the oriental garden. Historically, the original Simpson
mansion built on the bluff at the stone wall, was a Christmas present to Louie Simpson's wife
Cassie. From the very first lighting event we recognized the importance to the communities
to open the Garden House for our visitors and start building traditions. After 27 annual
lightings it thrills me to hear from adults with their young family when they tell us they came
to see the lights as kids and now they 're bringing their families to grow the tradition.

An important cornerstone to the Holiday Lights tradition is the consistency of our focus
on major themes. We have stayed true to who we are and where we re at, interpreting the
gardens with flower-lights, sculptures that are inspired by what's found in the gardens as well
as many marine related sculptures. The Garden House is beautifully decorated with an old
time (Simpson era) theme that fits this historic gardener s cottage.

There are those certainties in life - like the tide at our ocean's shore, the Bay and its
tributaries - migrating geese, and the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres. When I see or hear
a migrating flock of Canadian Geese I get an itch I can only scratch by stringing lights at
Shore Acres.

You will see as you turn these pages that the secret sauce has always been to engage our
community, give credit and ownership where deserved, and always try to improve this place
that we all love. R

dAlbum 4



Friends of Shore Acres, Ine.

Founded December 4, 1986

“The purpose of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.

is to participate in interpretive, educational,
and physical development programs
with Sunset Bay Management Unit.”

FoSA Bylaws

Album 4



Friends of Shore Aeres, Inc.

FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
MINUTES

A meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in room 12 of Sumner Hall on the
campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance were Andy LaTomme,
John Bergen, George Guthrie, Karen Wuethrich, Marty Giles, Ron Hjort, Mike Bodkin, John
Garner, Shirley Bridgham, David Bridgham, Dick Hansen and Tony Mason. Andy LaTomme
opened the meeting by giving background information about the establishment of non-
profit corporations in association with state parks.

Mike Bodkin reviewed the legal steps necessary to establish a corporation and to certify
it as tax-exempt under federal and state laws: fees to be paid, legal liability of corporation
members and the formation of an initial board of directors.

Discussion followed on the details of the above presentations. The group agreed that
a preliminary date of June, 1987 was a goal for establishing the tax-exempt status of the
organization and that the group should forego any solicitation of funds until this status has
been obtained.

Those present introduced themselves to the group and completed a sign-up sheet with
their names and addresses. Each person was asked if he or she desired to serve on the initial
board of directors. All except Andy LaTomme, Ron Hjort, Karen Wuethrich and Mike Bodkin
responded "yes."

Some discussion followed about the number of state park employees to be allowed
to serve on the board at any one time. It was generally agreed that no more than 1/4 of
the board should be composed of state park employes, however formal action on this was
deferred until bylaws are adopted. It was agreed that the Sunset Bay State Park district
manager would serve as a non-voting member of the board. There was some discussion
about this and it was understood and agreed that the group would not undertake any
projects without the approval of the district park manager or his designee.

Nominations were opened for chairman. Dick Hansen and John Bergen were nominated
and declined. John Garner was nominated and unanimously elected. He conducted the
balance of the meeting.

A motion to name the organization the "Friends of Shore Acres, Inc," was proposed,
seconded and passed.

Mike Bodkin was named to act as legal agent for the Friends of Shore Acres (hereafter
referred to as the "Friends") and was thanked for his work thus far. Discussion followed
regarding the purposes of the Friends as required for the incorporation papers.

Mike Bodkin stated that he would use wording from a similar organization’s application
and that he expected the incorporation papers would be returned by the next meeting.

Friends of Shore Acres
December 4, 1986
Minutes - page 2

It was decided the scope of the organization would be discussed when bylaws were
presented for adoption at a later meeting.

There was discussion about membership in general, voting vs. non-voting membership
and graduated membership fees. Action on this was deferred until a later meeting.

A collection was taken to cover the cost of the incorporation fee. A total of $13.00 was
collected from the group.

It was proposed and approved that Mike Bodkin act as initial incorporator for the Friends.

Additional discussion about the purpose of the Friends took place. It was felt that the
purposes stated in the articles of incorporation should be broad enough to allow the group
to participate in a broad range of activities, including physical development in the park.

The agenda for the next meeting was discussed. It was decided that bylaws and the
setting of goals for the group would take up most of the meeting. The board was asked to
be prepared to discuss possible goals and committee assignments for that meeting. Dick
Hansen was selected to lead the discussion on bylaws.

Andy LaTomme was asked to bring a copy of his park's master plan to assist in
coordinating the goals of the Friends with those of State Parks. He was also asked to
prepare a draft set of bylaws, based on those used by existing cooperating associations, to
be mailed to board members before the next meeting.

Andy LaTomme was asked to prepare a press release announcing the formation of the
Friends with special mention of Mike Bodkin's contribution.

Karen Wuethrich was asked to prepare minutes of the meeting.

The date for a second meeting was set for January 13, 1987. Shirley Bridgham was asked
to arrange for a meetlng room at SWOCC. The suggestion was made that the board consider
a fixed meeting date, e.g., the second Tuesday of each month. It was felt that this was a
good idea, but no action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
f}{ﬂ,‘?\ﬂ,fr\ LA usn vl

Karen Wuethrich
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riends of Shore Aeres, Inc.

Annual Pear - September 1, 1990 - Qugust 31, 1991

September 11, 1990 - Annual Meeting - Garden House at Shore Acres

Shore Acres Garden - View from éarden House - September 1990

The World, September 6, 1990

Coast happenings

Friends to gather

The Friends of Shore Acres will
hold the organization's annual
meeting at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Sept.
11, at the garden house in the Shore
Acres Botanical Gardens.

The meeting is open to the public.
A board of directors will be named
during the meeting.

This year over 350,000 visitors have
toured the formal gardens of the for-
mer Louis B. Simpson estate near
Charleston.

If you would like to join the
organization of volunteers or learn
more about it, call Shirley Bridgham
at B88-2525.

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Minutes of Annual Meeting, September 11, 1990

Annual Meeting of the Friends of Shore Acres Inc. was called to order by President
David Bridgham. Tony Mason, Elise Hamner and Al Alaskson were not present.

Visitors were Ann Warner and an associate representing the Wave Walkers
(Volksport). They presented to the board the history and current activities of their
organization. The Volksport group is interested in using the park area as an on-going site for
volks—walk seasonal walks. They would like FOSA to enter into an agreement with them to
serve as a registration center (GAIC) for volksmarchers. FOSA would collect fees from
participants and do registration paper work. In return FOSA would get $.25 for each paying
participant.

Board will not make any decision on their request until next board meeting. It will
consult with parks staff to see if such an agreement would be acceptable to park policy and
FOSA goals.

The nominating committee proposed that Shirley Bridgham, George Guthrie and Elise
Hamner be nominated to fill their expired positions and that Connie Eslinger, Eric Hamner and
Dick VanNatta be nominated to fill "permanently” their appointed positions. Motion passed.

With no further nominations, Shirley moved and Dick seconded a motion to confirm all
nominees as board members — motion passed.

Copies of the annual report were passed around and reviewed. This report will be
taken to the Co—op conference and made available to all at the Volunteer Dinner, October 4th.

It was noted that this year was a "building year" for the GAIC with a lot of money going
into establishing adequate inventory of sales items — therefore expenses were quite high in
relation to income.

It was noted that almost 100% of holiday light pledge goal has been received.

Meeting adjourned.

GG:DB 9/22/90
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Shore Acres - Positive Publicity

R \otes & Comments

A Popular Place

That Shore Acres is a popular place is no surprise. But that the
gardens are one of the most popular places to visit in Oregon is.
According to the Oregon Economic Development Department's
visitor count for January through July of this year (compared with the
same period in 1989), Shore Acres trailed only the Oregon Museum
of Science & Industry in Portland, Crater Lake, and the Hatfield

Marine Centerin Newport. Shore Acres drew 197,764 visitors in the
first seven months this year, up 17 percent from a year ago.

And that's despite relatively little promotion statewide and out of
state andthe factthe gardens are 14 miles off Highway 101, the main
tourist route. It speaks well of the promotional work done by The
Friends of Shore Acres.

Speaking of Shore Acres, it strikes us there’s a relatively painless
way to raise more funds for the park. Each weekend during the
summer the park service charges visitors a modest $1 acar. But the
gardens are just as popular during the week in summer as on the
weekends. Why not charge $1 a car six days a week, leaving one
free day forthe localfolk, and collect from all those out-of-county and
out-of-state visitors? Cenrtainly, $1 a car isn't going to stop many
people from enjoying the gardens and would provide more funds to
maintain and improve them.

Bay Area gets favorable reports

The Bay Area has been enjoying
quite a bit of favorable exposure in
various newspapers, and other media
outlets recently, according to the
Bay Area Chamber of Commerce.

Each time that a story appears,
the chamber gets calls from that par-
ticular area, and more people
become interested in seeing our
area, or relocating, the chamber
reports.

Among the mentions recently in-
clude three papers located on the
West Coast, along with one
magazine,

“Take Shore Acres, regal, formal

gardens, smack dab in the middle of
a wild- stretch of Pacific shoreline
near Coos Bay,” reported the Van-
couver, B.C., Sun. “Shore Acres
stands out like a ball gown in a
smoky jazz bar.”

“One of these days a major airport
will be in operation in this region,
and then watch out,” wrote Gerry
Frank of The Oregonian, in his
column Friday Surprise. ““When
travelers experience what has been
one of the best kepl secrets in
America, the area will never be the
same."”

“*Local residents finding a
MNorthwest passage,” read a front
page article in the Torrence, Calif.,
Daily Breeze, using Coos Bay as its
example of a destination town in the
northwest. “When the family heads
for Coos Bay on the coast of Oregon
in a few weeks, they'll be following a

well-paved path,” the story con-
tinued.
In addition, Motorhome

magazine's September 1990 issue
featured a five-page story on the Bay
Area's many attractions entitled,
“Coos Bay Jewels.” The story listed

many specific facts about Shore
Acres, its history, and the Christmas
celebration at Shore Acres.

This attention was compounded
recently by the inclusion of
MeCullough Bridge in a nationally
syndicated crossword puzzle, which
prompted ‘hundreds of calls™ to the
chamber from aficionados across the
United States.

And the notice hasn’t been limited
only to the printed media, as both
television and film have been active
inthe Bay Area also.



PHoliday Lights — The First Lighted Sculptures — 1990

Herons / Cranes Sculptures Created

he bronze herons/cranes in the Lily
TPond were the inspiration for the
first lighted sculptures to be added to
the Holiday Lights display.

The sculptures were designed,
fabricated and lighted at Bay Area
Dental Lab in Coos Bay by owners David
Bridgham and Frank Smith. At the time,
David was Co-Chair of the Holiday Lights
and Frank was a dedicated volunteer.

They finished the sculptures in time to
display them at the Appreciation Dinner

Bronze Herons / Cranes 1986 in October (see next page) followed by

the Lights Display in December.

2014 Note: The lighting for the sculptures changed through the
years as the technology changed; first with original style miniatures,
then tungsten rope lights (2004) and LED rope lights (2010). =

e —

L-R - David Bridgham, CDT and Frank Smith,
CDT at Bay Area Dental Lab , Coos Bay

New sculptures sparkled with original
style miniature Christmas lights.




Yolunteer Apprecation Dinner - Oct. 3, 1990

“MILESTONES AND MEMORIES”

We celebrated this past year’s activities with a
volunteer appreciation dinner October 4, 1990 at the
Red Lion Inn. Marty Crouse and Chris Rosman treated
the crowd to instrumental music during the social hour.
A fine dinner was followed by a few words from M. C. Al
Aslakson, FoSA Vice President.

An eloquent keynote address was given by Andy
LaTomme, Sunset Bay Park District Manager and a
12-minute slide program, Milestones and Memories,
reviewed highlights of our ‘89-90 activities.

Following the slide program, President David
Bridgham recognized many of the volunteers for their
hard work and many hours of volunteer time.

FoSA Journal, November, 1990

Lighted Heron Sculptures created by David Bridgham and
Frank Smith will be added to the Holiday Lights Display

Large crowd enjoyed a fine dinner at the Red Lion Inn, Coos Bay Mike Perkins, Carol Ventgen, Guest, Debbie Webb, Dick Hansen, Bernice Hjort, Dean Webb, Ron Hjort



Oregon Parks and Recreaton Department

FRIENDS GATHER

by David Bridgham

The 3rd annual Co-op Conference was
held at Silver Falls State Park October
12 and 13. Nine Friends groups were

Parks and Recreation Department

REGION 3 PARKS HEADQUARTERS
e 365 N 4TH, SUITE A, COOS BAY, OREGON 97420 PHOME (503) 269-9410 FAX (503) 268-0808

october 4, 1990 represented as well as three more that
“wanta be.” And, while we all have similar

goals to help our parks, we are all unique in
Dave Bridgham

3111 Fir our own way.
North Bend OR 97459

From a mining museum at Collier
to an exceptional gift center at Vista
House . . . from a military installation
at Fort Stevens to magnificent
It is truly isprassive how much has besn accomplished in waterfalls at Silver Falls . . . from an
the last four years. I have really been impressed with historical pageant at Champoeg to
the work that the Friends of Shore Acres has accomplished. :

_ . _ the legend of the haunted Yaquina
B e e Bay Lighthouse ... from hiking trails
look good. Keep up the good work. at Tryon Creek to the proposed linear
state park, Banks Vernonia (21 miles
long and 60 feet wide!) . . . from Cape
Blanco’s elegant Hughes House to
thousands of lights in the gardens at
Shore Acres . . . all have something
unusual to offer the hundreds of
thousands of people who visit each year.

Dear Dave:

I want to tell you how much I appreciated last nights
volunteer recognition dinner.

Regional Supervisor

RAH:c

Recapping our activities keeps us in
touch and gives us a sense of belonging to
something bigger. We learned more about
community resources. | told them that
we’re blessed with a pro-active community.

We workshopped on board retreats
and our chief editor, Shirley Bridgham,
presented on newsletters. Eight of us went
to this year’s conference and we’ve come
back with lots of good ideas on how Shore
Acres can shine even brighter.

FoSA Journal, November, 1990

George Guthrie, Jerri Van Natta and
David Bridgham




Getting Ready for Boliday Lights

KEN KEYES
COLLEGE

Dedicated lo Personal Grounth

The South Coast OFfshore Yacht Club
Presents s Annual

6PM Saturday, December 8, 1990
'Fr“anw C}Jr}f DD{;J\*; Coos Br‘:‘“i*;,r
1o Charleston Harbor
After, VisiH Share Acres Df's]:Ja\) of 40,000 Lights

Quarterly Fallissue, 1990

- -
Joy of Living
Creating Joy In your life is what it Is all about . . .starting
from where you are right now! This Is a tremendous
workshop for new and intermediate participants. Learn o
apply Living Love to your life. The focus hereison uniting
"heart and head.” Carolling at Shore Acres Park with their
Christrnas light display, revelling In the change of years,
all this and more. Sign up early lo insure your place - we
had a full house last year.

Courtesy of Tom Ransford, South Coast Offshore Yacht Club

The World - October 17, 1990

Help light gardens

Volunteers who bring some 40,000 lights to the formal gardens at Shore
Acres State Park each Christmas will begin a series of fall meetings at
noon, Thursday, Oct, 18, in Rooms 102 and 103 of Empire Hall on the campus
of Southwestern Oregon Community College.

The meetings will continue at noon Thursdays, Oct, 25, Nov. 1, 8, and 15,
with volunteers making plans for the show of holiday lights in the gardens
and garden house.

The gardens will be open from 5 to 9 p.m. weeknights and from % to 9 p.m.
weekends belween Dec. 8 and 31 for those visiting the lighting display.
Refreshments are served in the garden house and there is free entertain-
ment each night, weather permitting.

Lights will be put up in the gardens Nov. 23, 24 and 25 and Nov. 30, Dec. 1
and 2, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. If you plan to help, call 756-5401 and
leave a message.

Groups or individuals who would like to entertain should call Koich
Graham at 756-6789.

mantel hand crafted by Andy LaTomme, Manager, Shore
Acres State Park.



Reqional Publicity by Oreqon Coast Hagasine

November/December 1990 @ $2.95

John Solie

Capturing Souls on Canvas

Lost Treasure
at Neah-Kah-Nie Mountain

The Annual Christmas Bird Count

| lights each evening from December 8-31.

Holiday Lights

at Shore Acres

The formal gardens and Garden
House of Shore Acres will be ablaze with

Last year the scene was dazzling with
25,000 lights drawing 33,000 visitors.
This year will be truly spectacular with
40,000 lights. Now in its fourth vear, this
event has become one of the most
popular holiday attractions along the
Oregon Coast.
Each evening the Garden House will
be open from 5 to 9 p.m. with volunteers
serving refreshments which include hot
cider, coffee, and homemade cookies.
Entertainment will be provided weather
permitting. The Shore Acres holiday
lights and open house celebration charges
no fee, but donations will be gravefully
m:r.':cl‘ted.
This year tickets will be sold fora
chance to stay overnight on New Year's
Eve in the Garden House, For that
evening only, the lights will remain on all
night creating a private fairyland for the
winner who also gets a catered breakfast
on New Year's Day. Tickets are available
each evening in the Garden House.
The holiday lights and open house
celebration is sponsored each year by the
Friends of Shore Acres. Volunteers spend
many hours stringing lights, baking
cookies, taking host shifts, and more. For
more information about this popular
event or about how to become a
volunteer call (503) 888-4902,
756-3401, or (503) 756-3732.
Special holiday events and activities
happen all along the coast from Astoria
to Brookings. For more information see
the December issue of Ovegon Coast

Getaway Guide.

.
»

The GaFéen House aglow at Shore Acres State Park, Charleston. Alice Richter




Chrigstmag Trees from the Coos Qlluuntp j]’urezt

ith the help of the SWOCC (Southwestern
Oregon Community College) Forestry Club
and Professor Bill Lemoine; the Coos County Forestry
Department and Bob Laport; and Coos Head Builders
Supply and Fred Gonzales, four large Christmas trees
were cut, delivered and placed in Shore Acres’ formal
garden for volunteers to decorate. m

Frégl Gozales, voU NTEE? ENCE
Coos Head Builders Supply «E THE DIFFER
North Bend MA . *
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Holiday Lights - Stringers Alert ! | |
Shore Acres Gardens
Saturday, November 24 Noon - 5
Sunday, November 25 10 am -5
Saturday, December 1 & Sunday December 2 10 am - 5 N ¥
Come and help string 42,000 lights and don’t forget the Preview Night /<&
for Volunteers and the Media - Thursday, December 6 at 7pm !! N
For information call 756-5401.
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George Guthrie, Landscape Main-tenar;ce Superintendent,
Shore Acres, Ranger Frank Eckley (hidden) and David
Bridgham, Holiday Lights Co-Chair
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Bay Area Work Center volunteers help Park Manager Andy
LaTomme and Frank Eckley (hidden) put up the large Christmas
tree in the center walkway.




Bow, Silver Garland and Lighted Top
by Pacific Power & Light

Pacific Power & Light Volunteers

Friends’ Quarterly Newsletter, February 1991

d Petw Pdea

ebbie Webb had a terrific idea
D - "Let's get some organizations

to decorate three of the large
outdoor trees!" When everyone
agreed, she said, "I'll see who |
can get." Next thing the Friends
holiday committee knew, dozens of
new volunteers from Pacific Power
& Light (Debbie Webb, chair); the
Oregon International Port of Coos
Bay (Rosemary Padgett, chair) and
the Friends of South Slough Estuarine
Reserve (Mary Enstrom, chair) were working on unique ornaments
to decorate their trees. The result? Three distinctly different trees to
delight daytime as well as night time visitors. &

Photo by Shirley Bridgham
Employees of the Oregon International Port of Coos Bay decorate one
of three theme trees in the formal gardens of Shore Acres State park
as work finished up for grand opening Saturday of the annual Holiday
Lights display. The port, Pacific Power and South Slough employees
decorated the theme trees, while the Friends of Shore Acres volunteers
have installed more than 40,000 lights in the gardens near Charleston.
Open house at the gardens - complete with entertainment and
refreshments - begins Saturday and runs every evening through New
Year’s Eve. Weekend hours are 3 to 9 p.m.; weeknight hours are 5 to 9
p.m. For information, call 888-4902 or 756-5401.

The World, December 4, 1990

Nautical Theme by Oregon
International Port of Coos Bay




Living Ornaments for an Outdoor Christmas Tree

by Michael Graybill
imple in means rich in ends . ... The fat was for suet seed balls and it is necessary to heat it in the oven at about 250
a phrase coined by Bill Duvall, degrees in order to separate the useable fat from the gristle. The fat was in the oven
writer and proponent of the much

all day but the actual time needed to pour off the liquid fat was nominal. Jan read a
book while the slowly simmering fat turned the upstairs to the smell of a fast food
burger joint. We used two five pound bags of bird seed and poured the liquid fat into
Pyrex cake pans that were about two thirds full of seed. While the fat was still liquid, we
stirred the seeds to make sure they were well coated. After the pans were filled we set
them on the front porch to cool and solidify.

disputed concept of Deep Ecology. One
simple phrase and an offer to participate
in our region's most spectacular
celebration of the winter season,
combined to form the prime ingredients

for one of the Christmas trees at Shore
Acres Gardens. That evening friends and co-workers dropped by to assemble the decorations. In

about two hours we had assembled 30 beautiful bird boxes, filled 25 large pine cones
with the suet and seed mixture, and formed another 30 or so plum sized balls of the
remaining seed and suet mixture. The seed balls were wrapped in plastic onion bags
and a similar material manufactured by Quadel Industries in Coos Bay. It was a fun
winter evening and the Shore Acres birds welcomed our treats
during the cold winter. On all our visits to the gardens the tree
was full of sparrows, chickadees, and kinglets. As we were taking
the decorations off the tree the birds were still eating the last of the
seed.

After the Friends of Shore Acres
called the South Slough to offer an
opportunity to decorate one of the
trees, the staff and Friends of South
Slough discussed
how we would
go about
decorating the tree. The hope was to adorn the tree with living
decorations. This way, daytime visitors to the gardens would
have an opportunity to see something more than bows, bulbs,
and wires.

Some of the nest boxes have been distributed to friends and
family as late presents, ready for occupants during the breeding
season. You might want to try these types of decorations on your
trees next holiday season. It is a lasting celebration of a winter
project. &

The other challenge was to come up with some simple
decorations capable of withstanding the unpredictable winds,
rain and snow of Shore Acres. Winter is a very busy time at
South Slough, so another very important consideration was
the decorations had to be easy to make. | enjoy working in my
woodshop on weekends and | had thirty or so short pieces of
western red cedar left over from building a fence in my back
yard. | had planned to build some type of bird boxes with these
scraps as it is something of a tradition for me to build feeders
or nest boxes for my friends and family. | was aware that a
friend had discovered some very nice plans for a simple yet
appealing wren nest house so | called her for the plans. Other
staff members took up the tasks of making bows, and drumming
up materials for suet seed balls and pine cones. The book with
the plans is entitled Bird Houses by John McNeil, published
by Pacific Search Press. The Coos Bay Library has a copy of the
book.

| planed the rough sawn fence scraps, and with the help of my table saw had the
materials for 30 wren nest boxes ready for assembly in about 10 hours. While | was
moth proofing the basement with lots of red cedar sawdust, my wife Jan was upstairs
rendering about 20 Ibs of beef fat donated by Albertson’s Market. k to
Thanks

Iped ' L-R - Jeanne Rumrill, Steve Rumrill, Dean Russell, Carolyn Russell,
(o] he Marti Martin, Jan Hodder, Mary Enstrom, Volunteer, Marty Giles

all wh

Friends’ Quarterly Newsletter, February 1991
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In the Garden House window, Park Manager Andy LaTomme offers advice . . ‘

to Ranger Frank Eckley in the lift bucket at the peak. The lift truck project A brave volunteer, Bob Golden, puts up lights to outline the front of the house.
was filling woodpecker holes in the trim and siding. The plastic was over
the porch to protect a non-skid stair-tread paint while it dried.

In the Garden House, David Bridgham, Holiday Lights Co-Chair (center), discusses the lighting
plan with park staff Bill Moragne, Andy LaTomme and George Guthrie.




In the Garden - Polunteers of Al Aqes

GE String-a-long miniature lights decorate the = o T IS
garden, leaving many empty boxes behind. Kocher-Livingston family string hedge lights. L-R - Kaylee

Shore Acres’ Landscape Maintenance Superintendent George
Kocher, Morgan Kocher, Gerry Livingston and Charlie Kocher

Guthrie delivers a garden cart full of extension cords made by
Marvin Blenztovolunteers (L-R) Alice Richter, a Friends’ volunteer,
David Bridgham, Bill and Betty Mault, and Merrie Holbert.

i . LM
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John Nelson and Vergil Goodrich of the Oregon Highway Division

installed new confidence signs, provided by Sunset Bay Park
District, at strategic. highway locations.

. -

Confidence Sign added in downtown North Bend

Pew Sians Belp Yigitors Find The Wayp

Rick and Ellie Martial and George Guthrie
strung lights on the new sign at the park
entrance. Lighting the entrance sign
was made possible by Phil Matson and
King Phelps of the Coos Bay-North Bend
Water Board and George Jones of Day-
Ford Electric.

Early evening is a favorite time to see the lights.
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Ore., Thursday, November 22, 1990

‘“Tradition’ shines at Shore Acres

CHARLESTON
instant tradition.™
A\ Christmas lighting display in the
rinal pardens of Shore Acres State
Park is only a few years old, but it
s already become a solid fixture in
he boliday season of the Bay Area
This vear. about 42,000 lights will
winkle in the gardens from Dec. §
hrough Dec, 31 Music and entertain-
nent will echo through the gardens
wery night; the garden house will be
illed with antiques. holiday decora-
ions and the biggest collection of
ame-haked ecookies for miles
round. served — of course — with
il beverages
he open house for the holidays

They call it the

Open every night
from Dec. 8 to Dec. 31

will run from 5 pm. 0 9 pm. on
weeknights. and from I pom. to 9
pm. on weekends, Christmas Eve
ind Christmas night. There is no ad-
inission charge or fee involved.

It's all a community project of the
Friends of Shore Acres, a non-profit
rreip formed o enhance the use of
the park. It has been invoived in
everal projects at the park year-
ound, including operation of a gift
hop, educational tours. and fund-
aising for park improvements

Hut the Holiday Lights project is
learly the biggest, attracting the
help of hundreds of volunteers and
{rawing thouzands of visitors.

Part of the magic ts that there are
1w other lights in the area around the
garden, a gem carved out of a coastal
forest, to distract from the lights in
the gardens. The event also fills a
vobd in South Coast holiday activities
by providing a public, non-
commercial display that literaily
outshines anyvthing else on the South
Coast

it's grown so big — chairman
Shirley Bewiplham savs 44,000 lights

re resdy fo ge ap In the entire for-
nal portes of the garden this year —
hat crews have scheduled two full
weekends to get the lights and wires
1 strung, (rom the tp of the garden
ouse to the top of special Christmas
rees that hecome the focal points of
the dhsplay

Already, volunteers have spemt
s hours checking last vear's
ghts and replacing dark bulbs, And
oarnted the collecton of working

pdclingr up 1o the 42 000 total

World lile photo

The garden house at Shore Acres State Park is the centerpiece in the holiday lighting display that opens on Dec. 8.

Hardly a bush or shrub in the en-
tire formal garden will be without
lights this vear. Bridgham already
has her sites set on lighting the pond
area of the garden in 1991

Adding to the charm 15 a chance Lo
tour the Garden House, which is
usually closed to visitors. The
15 carefully decorated for the
complete with decorated tree

. antigue boliday cards. and anti-

que toys that might have been pre.
sents in the house back when It was
occupied by the Simpsons of Shor
Acres

Music and entertainmentl are
provided cach night by wvolunteer
groups. There's an outdoor stage for
the drv nights, When the weather |5
damp, some groups have chosen to
o ahead with their entertainment

the porch of the garden house,
opening the doors for the crowd in-
side to hear the music.

The cookies come from a Friends
of Shore Acres baking crew, sup-
plemented by donations [rom
throughout the community. They are
served up by vet another corps of
volunteers who offer to spend an
evening as hosts in the garden house

pouring beverages. passing cookie
platters and answering questions
about the park

Though the event is free, donations
are accepted, with funds plowed
back into more lights and a more ex-
tensive lighting system for the next
holiday season

The Friends of Shore Acres will
also be selling chances on what the

group calls “the ultimate bed and
breakfast.”” The winner of the
drawing will get a chance o spend
New Year's Eve in the Garden
House, waking up to a catered
breakfast on New Year's Day

For more information about the
Holidav Lights at Shore Acres or the
Friends of Shore Acres, call 888-45902
o Tah-5di
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Before the switch is thrown on the lights at
Shore Acres State Park, hundreds of hours
of effort have been put in by park personnel,
the Friends of Shore Acres support group,
and dozens of other volunteers. The effort

takes special wiring, checking old lights,
buying new lights, putting up Christmas
trees, stringing lights ischeduled for two
weekends this year) decorating the garden

Before the ligh

o

house, baking cookies, organizing entertain-
ment, signing up hosts for every evening of
the event, and — eventeally — taking down
the 42,000 lights and wiring for storage and

Acres at B38-4902 or T58-5401.

repairs before next year's event. For more
information about the event, see the article
on Page 5B, or call the Friends of Shore

Boats
light up
as well

The annual lighted boat parade
sponsored by the South Coeast
Offshore Yacht Club is set this vear
for Saturday, Dec. 8.

The date was chosen, according Lo
organizer Tom Ransford. to coor
dinate with the opening night of the
Holiday Lights at Shore Acres

Those watching the boat parade
which originates in downtown Cops
Bay are encouraged to follow them
down the bay to Charleston before
driving out the Shore Acres Siate
Park to see the lights there.

The boat parade, open to any in-
terested and decorated boat, is se1 to
sail at 6 pm. from Coos Bay's Uity
Dock, with boats assembling at 5:30
pm.

The parade will go from city dock
up the bay to Eastside before sailing
down the bay to Charleston, accor-
ding to Ransford.

Anyone interested in participating
can call Ransford for infoermation at
BA3-TI16,

Some of the best spots Lo catch the
boat parade. according to these
famillar with the event, include from
city dock itself, where a broad ex-
panse of water offers lots of reflec
tions as the boats travel to Eastside
and back. The darkness of the dunes
and the North Spit also provide a
good backdrop for viewing and
photographs from along the water-
front in the Empire and Barview
districts

Other communities plan own Christmas displays

The holiday lights at Shore Acres State Park are not
the only holiday lighting traditions along the South
Coast,

Coordinated downtown displays — chiefly with white
lights — are planned in Bandon. Port Orford, and Gold
Beach as well.

At Bandon, the Festival of Lights 1590 will run fram
Dec, 1 to Dec. 31, and will inelude lighting of the Co-
quille Hiver Lighthouse, an annual lighting contest
among homes and businesses, special events a live
nativily scene and a drawing for prizes

val 15 sponsored by the Randon Chamber of

The official opening will be at 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec
1, at the Visitor Center In the Old Town district.
featuring costumed carclers from Encore Presenters’
production of “°A Christmas Carol™ and the lighting of
the community Christmas Tree.

Santa Claus and Frosty the Snowman have both been
invited to arrive on a fire engine to hand out candy
canes for kids of all ages

At the signal of the community lire horn. lights all
over Bandon are schedualed to he turned on, incleding
lights placed on the Lighthouse by the Handon Fire
Lspartment

For mare information about the Bandon festival, call
the chamber office at 347-9518

The Gold Beach “Festival of Lights" is slated to
begin at 6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 24, when the switch 15
tirown on more than 50000 Christmas lights
throughout the town. The Festival of Lights continues
through Dec. 31, sponsored by the Gold Beach Chamber
o Commerce and Gold Beach Chamber of Commerce
\lerchants’ Committee

As the Christmas tree 15 Ut &l city hall. sirens will

¢nal everyone else to turn on their Christmas iights at

& Same ifme

Immediately following the parade. “Santa’s Parade’
will wind through town and conclude at the Curry
County Fairgrounds for refreshments and
entertainment.

The event alsa marks the beginning of a citv-wide
decorating contest. In addition to lights, residents are
encouraged to use garlands. wreaths. ornamenis and
their imaginations to decorate homes and businssses
Winners will be announced in December

For more inlormation call Gold Beach Chamber

Commerse, |24 14 rside Ur 12

M inytside Dregon
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Shzrley Bndgham nghtmg up Our Coast Life

Shirley Bridgham and her husband, David, are actively improving Shore
Acres State Park. They will coordinate placing 40,000 lights in the garden
in anticipation of more than 35,000 visitors this holiday season.

By Irene Stoops

It's beginning to look a lot like
Christmas...at Shore Acres. And
Shirley Bridgham helps create
that look.

A charter member of the
Friends of Shore Acres, she
spends about 40 hours each

month co-editing (with her hus-
band David) a quarterly newslet-
ter for more than 250 members,
coordinating Christmas lights and
improving the park.

Thisisthe fourthyearthe group
has litthe garden with Christmas
lights — a project that began with

6,000 lights, has increased to
40,000 lights.

*In 1986 we thought we could
use extension cords,” laughs Ms.
Bridgham, “but soon we had
Pacific Power and Light in the
garden, and we were in the light
business.”

The group plans to wire some
permanent night lights by De-
cember 1991, and later add
parking and a heritage center.

“Ithink it's a challenge to see if
we can accomplish the goals
we've set,” she says.

“David and | both see Shore
Acres as areal economicfactor,”
she says.

The Bridghams are committed
to making the garden a place
visitors willwant to see and have
fun in the process.

“We always tellour volunteers,
‘it you're not having fun, don't do
it.” We have met so many neat
people,” says the enthusiastic
North Bend native.

Meanwhile, the number of park
visitors hasincreased from about
4,000in December 1985t0 about
35,000 in December 1989, ac-
cording to George Guthrie, head
gardener.

The group hopes more people
will see the garden decorated in
the theme “Sea Captain's Cot-
tage”between Dec. 8 and 31 this
year.

Friends of Shore Acres is a
natural extension of Mrs.
Bridgham's friendly personality,
her enjoyment of people and
nature, and her occupation in
media services with Southwest-
erm Oregon Community College.

She created a program enti-
tled “The Shore Acres Story” for

SWOCC's final multi-image film
festival in 1986. Still occasional-
ly shown at the park on three
projectors, itincludes 12 minutes
of history and five minutes of
what Shore Acres is like now,
with images set to music.

“I spent hours and hours
shooting old pictures,” remem-
bers SWOCC's 19-year staff
member and current information
services coordinator.

Filming the history of Shore
Acres deepened her interest in
the park, so she, district park
director Andy LaTomme, and
eight others began the Friends
group in December 1986.

Mrs. Bridgham wants visitors
to realize how valuable Oregon
Parks and their history are, rath-
er than taking for granted the
availability of a groomed garden.

The Friends group has added
plant name tags, rose and
rhododendron Sundays and a
gift and information center.

“It's fun to be part of something
that everybody loves,” she says.

Mrs. Bridgham was honoredin
April by the Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International for her ser-
viceinthe Friends of Shore Acres
and the Zonta Club, a women's
service organization, for which
she coordinates a fashion show.

She is also active in the Coos
Art Museum, the Coos County
Historical Society, the Friends of
Cape Blanco, BATS for Jazz and
the Oregon Coast Music Associ-
ation.

“I know that the one way to
keep time from going too fast is
to sit home and do nothing, and
ldon'teverintendtodothat,” she .
says.
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Coos Bay Inn o
This Ad br Dughtln you as a public service from T

Senior Citizen Christmas Light Tour

Saturday, December 8, 1990 >
Tour the lights at Shore Acres, the boats @

along the bay, and highlight spots around the
town.

The busses leave Coos Bay Senior Center e
and return to steaming hot clam chowder and
coffee. Sign Up at either Senior Center today.

Sponsored by: 4
Skipper’s Seafood 'n Chowder House

Woodie’s Quik Wok

ne World

from 6,000 lightsin "87 to
more than 40,000 lights
this year. Our “Instant
Tradition™ continues,
beginning December Bth
and continuing through
MNew Years Eve (includ-
ing Christmas Eve and
Christmas), you are in-
vited toa holiday wonder-
land at the Gardens, Hosts
from communily organi-
zations and Friends vol-
Wl unteers will greet you with
| hot cider, coffee, cran-
il berry punchand of course,
8 cookies!

MADE

THE MAGAZINE FOR OREGON ABOUT OREGON

N OREGON GIFT GIVING GUIDE

Opening night

As we complete our fourth year
as a Friends Co-op, we will have our
B fourth Decemberof Lights. We've grown

December 8th coincides with the annual
Christmas Lighmd Boat Parade, spon-

OREGON ADVENTURES

GARDEN HOUSE

sored by the Southcoast Offshore Yacht
Club. You can waich the parade which
starts at Coos Bay City Dock at 6 pm.,

night, with 2 or 3 groups many nighis.
Carolers, musicians, and dance groups
will perform onour outdoor stage, weather
permitting. An entertain-
ment list will be available
at the Bay Arca Chamber
of Commerce and the
North Bend Information
Center.

The Garden House will
be open from 309 p.m.on
weekends and from 5109
p.m. on weeknights,
Thanks to the extraordi-
nary community support
we receive, and the end-
less hours put in by our
volunteers, each year gels
better and better. Be sure
Lo bring your family and
friends o experience,
again, that wonderful “old fashioned
holiday spirit.” [ |

;
{
i
i s

then come 1o Shore Acresto see the lights.
Entertainment isscheduled each

J




fHlore Than 2,200 Bosen Cookies!

ﬁ%&%ﬁ%&%ﬁﬁ&%ﬁ%ﬁ

@E?g Holiday Cookie Bakers Alert ! !
North Bend Junior High School
Saturday, December 1 10 am - 3 pm
% Saturday, December 8 10 am - 3 pm
Come and help bake cookies with Sharon Fortune and Pearl Groves
<}J and don’t forget Preview Night of the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres :{>

or Volunteers and the Media - Thursday, December 6 at 7 pm |
For information call 888-3173 or 756-5684 or 756-5401,

t North Bend Junior High School, Sharon Fortune, Pearl Groves and more
Athan 50volunteer cookie bakers baked over 1,700 dozen cookies. Another
100 volunteers baked nearly 500 dozen. This was the first year we didn’t run
out! And thanks to Vend
West, we had a place to
store them. m

¥§¥VV%@¥ *

Marty Wheeler

Co-Chair Pearl Groves, Sharon Fortune and team, Dec. 1
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Weorld phate by David Mergas

New to the lighting display at Shore Acres State Park this year are lighled recreations of the herons from the garden pond.

Garden lights impress ‘elves’

CHARLESTON — The sneak preview
Thursday night was for the volunteer elves
who put up the decorations — and even they
were impressed at the sight.

Walking into formal gardens of Shore Acres
State Park 1o see 50000 lights shimmering
across the tops of of plants and shrubs is a
towch of Christmas magic that opens formally
to the public Saturday night. The lights will be
on every night through New Year's Eve.

The free festivities include nightly enter-
tainment and frée refreshments served wp in
the garden house, which is decked out in anti-
que holiday decorations. The hours are from 3
o 3 p.m. on weekends and 5 Lo ¥ pm. on
woeknights

To relieve parking problems, a shuttle will

run on Friday and Saturday mghts from Sun-
sel Bay State Park

With the number of lights doubled, the tradi-
tion of visiting the park growing, and new
signs on Highway 101 drawing attention o the
show, Park Manager Andy LaTomme said
Thursday he expects 50,000 visitors Lo the park
for the lights.

In conjunction with the opening of the Shore
Acres show on Saturday, the annual lighted
boat parade will occur Saturday night, with
decorated vessels sailing from city dock in
downtown Coas Bay to Charleston. Organizers
hope that boat watchers will travel on out Lo
the park after watching the boat parade.

Other special lighting displays already also
in place for viewing this weekend include

community lighting projects in Bandon, Gold
Beach and Brookings

Lighting list

The World is also asking readers to help area
residents find the best holiday lighting displays
from Brookings to Gardiner so that the
newspaper can publish a list of places to see In
next Friday's editlon of The World

Readers who are impressed with the lighting
displays they've seen can call or write in with
recommendations for the Holiday Lighting
List. Call during regular office hours 1o 285
1222 or write The World, P.O. Box 1840, Coos
Bay, 97420, Be sure to include an exact location
or directions for the home or business you are
recommending,

Continuing Coberage by The World

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., Saturday, December 8, 1990

inter tourists

There’s lots
to offer now

WE'VE SAID THIS before but it bears repeating:
Labor Day does not end this region’s opportunity to at-
tract tourists.

One of the things that proves that statement starts
tonight at Shore Acres State Park, where 50,000 visitors
are expected to come see the holiday lights display.

The gardens are already popular with visitors. Spend
an hour in the park and ask people where they're from
— even in the winter — and the answers will amaze you.
And now, in just a few short vears, the lights have
grown from a community Christmas party to a real
event that is drawing visitors from out of the area in
droves,

The Friends of Shore Acres — and the group’s chief
organizers, Dave and Shirley Bridgham —deserve con-
gratulations and encouragement for the magic volun-
teers weave in the park gardens.

While Shore Acres shines brighter than the rest,
similar congratulations should go to volunteers in other
communities who have organized lighting displays and
winter events in an effort to brighten the holidays.

BUT THERE'S MORE than just holiday lights to
claim as winter tourism.

As environmental tourism grows, the annual migra-
tion of the grey whales along the coast brings lots of
folks to our headlands and viewpoints. The growing
number of retirees in the tourism market means that
watching winter storms from the shelter of a motel
room or restaurant dining room is more and more
popular. And on long winter evenings, most com-
munities have cultural events that make the weekends
more attractive to residents and visitors alike.

And the word is spreading that coastal weather rarely
stays bad for very long, the highways and campgrounds
are rarely very crowded, and many tourist businesses
offer a seasonal discount on their rates.

There's no doubt that the summer fun on the coast
will always be more popular with travelers, but let’s not
forget that the off-season has a charm and pleasure of
its own. It's a season we can share — at a profit.




Aesome Sights to Behold
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Giant Monterey Cypress Trunks Wrapped With Lights
Photos by Friends’ Official Photographer Luis Velasquez



Friends of Shore Acres

» Host
Holiday Lights

and "f‘

Open House '90

Pat Flitcroft, Mary Nixon, Carol Clayburn, Carol Ventgen
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Debbie Graham, Stephanie Kilmer, Joy McCarthy, Freddi Booth o The clown is Geno Landrum.



Awesome Sounds to Hear

 Wanda Graham and Caroline Bud Baird and Wanda Graham 7

Wanda (Kotch) Graham organized entertainment for the outdoor stage. When weather permitted, visitors
were entertained by choirs, guitarists, bands, soloists, dancers and clowns. Some even sang or played in

the rain and freezing cold! A special thanks to them!! m

Bud Baird

(I
-— g ..n - A

First Presbyterian Church-North Bend Choir directed by Elaine Bessey




The First “Altimate Bed and Breakfast”

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., November 27, 1990

A special
New Year's
celebration

John and Tricia Shreck of Coos Bay
have won the right to a unique New
Year's Eve celebration — bed and
breakfast in the garden house at
Shore Acres State Park.

The Friends of Shore Acres made
the offer in a fund-raising raffle with
tickets sold during the current Holi-
day Lights display in the formal gar-
dens of the park.

The garden house will still be
decorated with lights and antique
holiday furnishings when the Shrecks
stay overnight, with a catered

breakfast on New Year's Day. . . .
The Holiday Lights display and Antique bed in front bedroom awaited the winners, who

open house is open every night ; ; ; ; ;
roiigh e Vakt!as Foren yithitie stayed overnight with all the h’ollday I{ghts left on and received
garden house open to the public from a catered breakfast New Year’s morning.
5 to 9 p.m. on weeknights, and from 3
to 8 p.m. on weekends and holidays.

This wear’s display, which has
doubled in size from last year to in-
clude 52,000 lights, is drawing record
crowids, according to organizers. On
Sunday, Dec. 23, there were waiting
lines to get into the garden house at
some poinis during the evening.

For those wishing to help take
down and put away the display,
volunteers are welcome to show up
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 5, in the

Park Manager Andy LaTomme presented a Friends’
Remembrance Plaque to winners Tricia and John Shreck
on New Year’s Eve.

gardens.

Ultimate Bed and Breakfast

by B 025
= THE GARDEN HOUSE $1 0

SHORE ACRES STATE PARK
Naw Yaars Eva - December 31, 1950
10:00 pm - 10000 am
A Banofit for
The Friands of Shore Acras, inc.

Shirley Bridgham,
Archivist - “We
planned for more
than 40,000 lights
and ended up with
more than 50,000.”

- e ﬂmragrmﬂub_dan;ﬂugmﬂum?muguumns.
feme 100N 1¥0cia Shreel
Phane # :{b'?-f?%&f@f 2= O-4F

Kaarina Love andyIIis Love (not pictured)rought breakfast.
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Readers share favorite parks

Parks are great stopping places, at
home or afar. The January Travel
guestion asked readers to share
their favorite park. Here are some of
the responses:

:Park honors musicians

My favorite park is one in Vienna
at the edge of the inner city, near the
-opera house and the art museums.
Tts many benches invite the traveler
‘to pause, and it is full of statues and
busts of Schubert, Mozart, Bruckn-
.er, the Strausses, and other com-
posers who lived in Vienna.

» I discovered this park on my first
visit to Vienna, and usually began
:each day with a stroll through it. [
wvould nod to the statue of Johann
Strauss, say “Hello, Franz” and
#Good morning, Mozart.” Then I
‘often would get a pastry at the near-
‘by Cafe Mozart and sit in the golden
sunlight in the park. At such a time
and place, Vienna's glorious musi-
«cal past seemed very close.
; Stanley Johnson
Portland

Shore Acres special

.; To me a special place of beauty in
Oregon, in all seasons, is Shore
Acres State Park, near Charleston

TRAVEL
QUESTION

on the south-central coast. One may
stroll the formal botanical gardens
of lumber magnate Louis J. Simpson
or watch the spectacular surf for
miles from outside or inside the ob-
servation building at the site of the
old mansion. There are conve-
niences for picnicking. Birds
abound. From a distance, there's the
noise of barking seals.

There cannot be a more breath-
taking sight than the splendor of the
holiday glow at darkness of the
40,000-plus lights threaded through
the garden in December for every-
one, voung or old, to enjoy.

LaVerne R. West
Glide

Page 6 - THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., Monday, January 7, 1991

Coast Life

Shore Acres holiday lights called
‘fantastic’ and ‘awesome’ by visitors

More than 40,000 people visited
shore Acres State Park in December
‘or the fourth annual holiday lights
and open house sponsored by the
Friends of Shore Acres.

They were welcomed by more than
0,000 lights, a fully-decorated gar-
len house, hot cider, coffee, cran-
serry punch and homemade cookies,

Have you lost anything?

If you lost something at Shore
Acres State Park botanical gardens

during the

“Christmas Lights’

events you can collect it at the Coos

Historical

Museum,
Park, North Bend, now.

in Simpsor

Items recovered from visitors tc
the park during the annual even
were stored by the Friends of Shore

Acres.

The museum is open 1 to 4 p.m.
Tuesday through Sunday; it is closed

Mondays.

as well as outdoor entertainment.

Hundreds of volunteers worked to
make this community tradition a
significant part of holiday visitor's
plans, organizers said. Al North
Bend Junior High School, more than
50 volunteer cookie bakers, under the
direction of Sharon Fortune and
FPearl Groves, baked over 1,700 dozen
cookies, Another 100 volunteers
baked cookies at home, bringing the
total number of cookies to 2,100
dozen.

Four large Christmas trees were
brought in and more than 50 volun-
teers spent two weekends and
several days stringing lights and
decorating. Three of the large trees
were decorated by three different
organizations: Pacific Power and
Light Co., the Oregon I[nternational
Port of Coos Bay, and the South
Slough National Estuarine Reserve.

Connie Eslinger, with the help of
another group of volunteers, fur-
nished and decorated the garden
house as a sea caplain's cottage.
State parks staff completed a new
gate and ramp at the garden en-
trance, applied a non-slip surface to
the wood entry, extended parking lot
lights, and helped Friends with many
other tasks.

Host teams, many of them

organizations, took on the job o
hosting for 24 nights. They used 4
cases of apple juice, gallons of cran
berry punch, and pots and pots of col
fee. They also answered thousands o
guestions about the gardens and th
South Coast.

Two guest books were kept, witl
comments coming from visitors
from throughout the United State
and the world.

Comments ranged from “‘“Wel
worth the trip,” from a St. Helen
vigitor to ““this is a wonderful place,’
from a Costa Rica traveler.

Visitors came from throughout th
region, from places like Hazard, Kty
and Sioux Falls, 5.D., as well a
Hong Kong and Australia!

Dave Bridgham, president of th
Friends group said, “We hope t
have a combination of nightscapin
and holiday lights at the Orienta
pond, isolated colors in the flowe
beds, more light sculptures, an
another unigue theme for the house.
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any dedicated volunteers took down the
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used again in the 1991 display. ;
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Mlore Lights and Pond Lights
Coming in 1991




Wl a Frosen Pond in Decemter Affect Spring Jflowers?

GARDEN NOTES

by George Guthrie, Landscape Maintenance Superintendent, Shore Acres / TN
- -

v 8

Lets face it, even at the best of times any garden (even Shore Acres) can be a rather subdued
place in mid-winter, especially if you compare it with all the color and fragrance of summer
flowers. Toss in the effects of a December freeze and the place can look like a real mess.

South African agapanthus look like mush and South American escallonia like toast. Rhodies,
roses, and all sorts of other evergreens look like they'll never come back. The prevailing garden
color in places is brown or even black - provided there are any leaves left at all.

Yet, despite the freeze damage, the garden goes on. Daffodils are bravely pushing up, some
crocus are already blooming and, wonder of wonders, | even saw some flowers on an azalea.
And it will only get better.

The mushy agapanthus will resurrect, the toasty escallonia will rebud, and rhodies and roses
will flower again. The garden will go on - not because the gardeners are magicians (though we
try hard) but because nature is full of surprises and most plants (besides being lovely to look
at) are just plain tough.

Would you believe our beautiful bottle brush has been tilled to the ground at least 3 times in
the seven years I've been here and has come back every time? Yes some plants are definitely
gone (at your garden and mine) but hope like tulips (and dandelions) springs eternal and the
majority will be back to normal sooner than you think.

All gardens are a dynamic combination of nature's plants and human minds and hands.
Sometimes we tend to treat plants like puzzle pieces and set them around any way we like to
create a pretty picture of our choosing.

Time, tide and bad weather are Ma Nature's way of shuffling these puzzle pieces into her
own design and reminding us that ultimately we are not masters of the game but partners in
life's changing pattern. Meteorological misses (and tricks) are what keep gardeners from com-
placency and gardens from being merely static sculpture. A garden is something that lives and
changes - sometimes for better, sometimes for worse - but this is the real magic that keeps
Shore Acres special through every season of the year.

Come out and see for yourself. Lot

T
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FRIENDS OF
SHORE ACRES

@‘ Friends of Shore Acres Quarterly Newsletter, February 1991




Spring is Coming . . .

®
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Photo by Steve Terrill
Splashes of exotic color lure visitors to Shore Acres State Park on Oregon's South Coast




Company’s Coming Beach Cleanup — Mareh 16, 1991

MAKE FRIENDS
WITH
CAP’N
BEWARE
by Andy
LaTomme

f you're looking for something to help

you get over the post-holiday blahs
-- something to help pass the time until
summer comes - something that will get
you off the couch and into the outdoors
-- something that will make you feel good --

BEACH CLEANUP
by Ellie Kinney

he cleanup for the

Sunset Bay District
netted about 3.7 tons
of garbage (7,400
pounds). Included in
this figure were 257
bags of garbage, 8 tires, plastic buckets and
jugs, large chunks of styrofoam, boards,
signs, rope, fluorescent light bulbs, chains,

something that other people will appreciate
-- something that will help the environment
-- Have | got an
idea for you !!!

Look, we all
know that Shore
Acres is the best
reason for visiting
southwest Oregon.
But a close second
has to be the 192 ;
miles of ocean o 2y
beaches that
make up the T
southern part of o =
the Ocean Shore
Recreation Area.

Well, during the winter they get sort of, uh ... messy. You know -- garbage gets tossed
overboard or left behind by some thoughtless folks and more stuff washes up with the
tides, and pretty soon -- yecch.

‘g]

|

Now, it takes a lot of work to keep our beaches clean. That's why Cap'n Beware, the
beach safety bear, and the Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department invite you to
participate in the 1991 COMPANY'S COMING BEACH CLEAN-UP.

Just show up at the Winchester Bay, Horsefall Beach or Bastendorff Beach parking
areas on SATURDAY, MARCH 16, at 9:00 a.m. We'll have someone there to meet you
with litter bags and instructions. You should dress for the weather, and bring a pair of
gloves ('cause you never know what you'll find to pick up).

If you'd like to do more, have some questions, or want more information, call Shore
Acres (888-3732) and ask for Ellie. B

Friends of Shore Acres Quarterly Newsletter, February 1991

pallets and lots of other junk, even an old
stereo.

Over 255
people came out
to help with the
cleanup effort,
including many
community
groups. The
Oregon Off-
Highway Vehicle
Association,
alone,
sponsored the
cleanup at Three
Mile Beach.
Other help
was obtained from the National Association of Women in Construction, the OATVA,
Workforce 2000 (from SWOCC), Coos Bay Power Squadron, North Bend Kiwanis, North
Bend High School Key Club and numerous Scouting groups and 4-H groups.

A special thanks goes out to Horning Brothers Sanitary Service in Reedsport and Les'
Sanitary Services, Inc., in Coos Bay for hauling away the trash.

Sheriff Deputy Rod Summers was a lifesaver at Horsfall Dunes. He hauled
everything off the beach.

We have a lot of ideas for next year's cleanup, including one from David Bridgham.
He suggested we start a contest for the most unusual piece of trash found during the
cleanup, saving the winning items to use for a public awareness display to show what
ends up on Oregon's beaches. &

Friends of Shore Acres Quarterly Newsletter, May 1991




Annual Pond Cleaning - March 23, 1991

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., Monday, March 25, 1991

The volunieers outnumber the pots of water lil-
lies Saturday as they clean out the muck from
the oriental pond in the gardens of Shore Acres
State Park outside Charleston. It was wet and
dirty work, but the annual event still attracted a
large number of volunteers from the Friends of
Shore Acres State Park and the Coos Bay Dis-
trict of the Bureau of Land Management, which
also donated equipment to help with the

Pond cleaning party

Photo by Dave Bridgham

project. And what happens to the coins that
park visitors toss in the pond for luck? If they
can be cleaned up, the Friends of Shore Acres
claim the cash for the group’s projects at the
park. To end the problem of cleaning the cash,
the group is thinking of installing an atiractive
target in the pond that could be emptied on a
regular basis.

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE COINS?

For the past two years, we have been storing the coins collected from
pond cleaning, in hopes that we would be able to get them cleaned
and turned in for reimbursement. Many of the coins are not useable

because of the material they are made of and because of the length of
time they are in the pond. Over the past year, Friend and park ranger
Sharon Williams took on the task of cleaning the coins. She also con-
tacted the folks at Pacific Security Bank in Reedsport and they agreed to
send the cleaned coins to the Philadelphia Mint. Because of Sharon's
hard work and perseverance and the cooperation of the bank, the
Friends were reimbursed for more than $200. B




Oreqon State Parks Co-Ops Honored in Salem

from the Prez. ..

y day in Salem, on behalf of the Friends of

Shore Acres, included a morning meeting with
eight other presidents of Friends Co-ops state wide.
We discussed issues common to all of us, including
topics like gift sales and state-wide sales items. Newer
friends took the opportunity to ask the more seasoned
friends "how to" questions. The exchange of ideas and
the sharing of experiences left us determined to meet
at least twice a year.

In the afternoon, we went to the Capitol building for
afternoon appointments with our local legislators. We
talked with them about issues important to Friends of
Shore Acres and Oregon State Parks. The fallout from
Measure 5 has impacted not only state parks, but
their relationship to Friends Co-ops, as well. Many of
our cooperative long term projects have been slowed
down, but not stopped. State parks have many friends
and supporters in the Legislature.

A big supporter is Governor Barbara Roberts.
The reception for the Governor that afternoon was
the highlight of the day. It was both, my honor and
pleasure to accept recognition from the Governor on
behalf of the Friends of Shore Acres. Our organization
has accomplished a great deal, and it is because of the
efforts of many caring people. We can all feel equally
proud of what we have done, and look forward to
many new opportunities. ® /

Vid

FRIENDS OF
SHORE ACRES

Friends of Shore Acres Quarterly Newsletter, May 1991

Governor Barbara Roberts and David Bridgham, President Friends of Shore Acres
THE WORLD - March 31, 1991

O’Dell, Bridgham honored

SALEM — Two South Coast residents were among
10 presidents of “cooperating associations” involved in
helping specific Oregon State Parks who were honored
recently by Gov. Barbara Roberts for the time, energy
and funds the groups have contributed to Oregon State
Parks. 1

The two are Willie O’Dell of Friends of Cape Blanco
and Dave Bridgham of Friends of Shore Acres.

During her term of office, O'Dell started an interpre-
tive sales area, initiated an annual Christmas season
event at the park's Hughes House, increased member-
ship in the association, and restored several rooms of the
House and arranged a grant to work on more restoration.

Bridgham of Coos Bay, and his wife Shirley, were
founding members of the Friends of Shore Acres near
Charleston, and are credited with leading the group to
success in an annual Christmas Lighting project and

other projects.

The ceremony and reception honored the presidents of
the cooperating associations like Friends of Shore Acres
was held at Oregon State Parks headgquarters in Salem.

Roberts, herself a member of the Friends of Historic
Champoeg, said the groups provided 34,100 volunteer
hours of work during 1990 and have raised 3440,000
over the past year for interpretive and educational
programs,

Other associations honored at the reception are at-
tached to Friend of Hsitoric Champoeg near Newberg,
Friends of Elijah Birstow near Dexter, Friends of Silver
Falls near Silverton, Friends of Tyron Creek in Portland,
Friends of Vista House near Corbett, Friends of Collier
Memorial State Park near Chiloquin, Friends of Fort
Stevens near Hammond, and Friends of Yaquina Bay
Lighthouse.




Rpododendron Sunday / Mother’'s Day — MHlap 12, 1991

— ——— — — —

In the center of the garden, George Guthrie, Shore Acres’ Landscape Maintenance In the Garden House, Friends’ volunteers Charlotte Skinner, Donna Flammang,

Superintendent and Tom and Ann Drake, Southwestern Oregon Rhododendron Society Pearl Affholter served cookies, lemonade and coffee to visitors.
answered visitors’ questions about rhododendrons.

r Y Nl AN -y R }
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) ) ) In the gardens — an amazing display of rhododendrons and azaleas.
and spinners from Headles & Treadles, Humbug Mountain Weavers & Spinners, and local
members of the Northwest Spinners Association.
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Statesman Journal
Salem, Oregon
Monday, May 13, 1991

Park is lumberman’s legacy

Story by Ron Cowan
Photos by Gerry Lewin
The Statesman Journal
HORE ACRES
STATE PARK —
The natural elements
have not been tamed by time
or man along the southern
Oregon coast,

A turbulent Pacific Ocean
with roaring breakers can
spray surf more than 50 feet
in the air off the ragged sand-
stone cliffs, salting tortured-
looking trees clinging precari-
ously to the clifftops.

But this spectacular land-
scape hos been wuned in ils
transformation into a pearl-
like string of state parks.
Their neat public restrooms
and picnic tables offer little
evidence of an era when this
part of the const was home to
a powerful landowner who
worked and lived lavizhly
here,

Such was the story of lum-
berman and shipbuilder Louiz
J. Simpson, who has left as
his legacy three coastal jewels
— Sunset Bay, Shore Acres
and Cape Arago state parks.
More than 1,200 acres of re-
creation land was created
from what was a private en-
clave southwest of the lumber
and shipping towns of North
Bend and Coos Bay.

The centerpiece of the trio
of parks is Shore Acres,
named by the family of Simp-
s0n, a pioneer businessman
who founded North Bend, ran
for governor in 1918 and once
gent his ships around the
world.

Today a glass-enclosed
viewing shelter with a 1580 de-

gree view occupies the site
where Simpson built two dif-
ferent mansions. A restored
English botanical garden and
a shingled, two-story gar-
dener’s house from 1906 recall
the once-lavish touches of the
Simpson lifestyle.

Springtime turns the
formal gardens into dazzling
squares of red azaleas and
multi-colored tulips set amid
an emerald-green lawn bor-
dered by lusty, flower-decked
rhododendrons in many hues.

June and July bring a glori-
ous flush of roses, followed in
the fall by = laviah display of
the robust blooms of gaudy
dahlias.

The gem of the display is
the 100-foot-long oriental
pool at the southern end of
the gardens. Two bronge her-
ons browse silently in a pool
laced with lily pads and shad-
owed by Japanese maples,
bambeoo, moss-covered stone
lanterns and an arching orien-
tal bridge.

The ocean makes its pre-
sence known with a soft roar,
filling the air with a fresh,
salty vapor that mingles with
the pungent aroma of flowers.

Simpson's onetime estate
on the scenic seaward side of
the Seven Devils Peninsula
also offers irresistible natural
drama.

Sculpted sandstone bluffs,
many uplifted dramatically to
the sky, rise up to 75 feet high
and confront an ocean that
tests the tilted slabs with sky-
washing spravs of foam.
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Coves cobbled with stone
Turn to Acres, Page 2B J

The gardener's
_ Shore Acres Estate after a fire destroyed everything else.

iy

ot Tl sy ] RN

house is all that remains of the buildings at

Continued Next Page




Publicity Continues

L 4

Skimming slently across s misty
comsial hays asdl eaploging meddy Indcts
ripe with wildlife while puloting a svele
kayak wsod W be o pleasura knows oy
i a fow — bul 1k numbers ane prow-

ing — arwl some are making the Onegon
Coast a destiration stop.

On oocasional! days, kayakers can be
seem playing anound in the waves in
Smeci Bay, sccording 1o Sunses Bay
Suce Parc Manager Andy LaTonsme,
The mumber of of koyakers bosting in

Semscl Bay has increased ol a gradunl
rabe over ihe pasi couple years,
LsTomme said.

Coos Bay el and the Cops River
have heon mentioned i a new kayak
eaploration hand pside by Jocl Rogers
entitled “The Hidden Coast, Kayok cx
plorations from  Alaaks 1o Mexion™
Contribating 10 the book i kayaking
pury Jobm Dowd, who penned the sca
kayaiing “bible,” “Sea Kayaking,”

The book detsils wrips from iceberg

checked Prince William Sound 10 the
ganil-blasied shorcline along the Sea of
Cortex wilh phctures as can only be seen
and (aken ahoard a kayak — include &
pictue of sunmise over the Coos Kiver,

Aiding the popularity of the  spon
have heen changes in the technology of
the saats, aceording w Rogers. Prices
far kayaks have continued 1o go down
with mew breakibrosghs In plastics
manufcturing.

Whilewater kayaks — the smaller,

BT s by Pt Elar e

Patex Alain of France paddies through the blus waters of Sunset Bay with & koyak during a tour of the Oregon Coast with a friend.

Kayaking grows in coast popularity

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., June 4, 1991

mare mancwverahle version of a mahble
sca kayak — can b soen in abundance
on e Rogoe River. The six-fooi-leng
boats have the ahility 1o snaks through
the tighiess of roaring mpids,

“In the las year and & hall we have

scen 2 bot move kaysks on ibe niver,”
uzid Karen Medden of the U5, Forest
Service's Rand Information Center, i
soeens poogle have wied rafing and
now wanl ko ry something clse.”

Continued . . .

Coninued from Page 1B

ol spread with sand have been
cul by the sea into parts of Uhe
shoreline. To the north of Shore
Acres is [an-shaped Sunset Bay,
where Simgeon built an inn with a
restaurant and cabins in 1913,

Cape Arogo to the south offers
grand views of the sea, along with
the sight and sound of fal sea lions
harking on an offshore island.

Goarled, sculpted trees, as
drnmatic for their exposed roots
as  their twisted limbs, cling
dramatically, sometimes precar-
wasly to the clilfops abog the
coast.

Louis J. Simpson was & man
known for his esthetic viewpoint
and a penchant for the beauty of
nature, In 1996, he decided o
builkd & mansion for his wife,
Cassie, on a high promontory at
the suuthern end of Shore Acres

The uwnpainted, three-story
structure became his permanent
home in 1916

The house was more than 100
feet Jong and had 15 guest rooms,
n living room with a huge fireplace
Kand picture windows, a dining

room and a third-story ballroom,
A Roman-style basement pool
offered swimming in cither fresh
or salt water, heated by a private
plant.

North of the mansion stood a
two-story  stable and carriage
house with a path that wandered
along the clill to two concrete
tennis courts at the edge of the
cliff. ‘The shattered concrete slab
of the courts remains today.

Simpson's crews cleared about
200 ncres of the forested land by
1915, discovering a rich peat that
pardeners  labored over for 30
years in creating four acres of
formal gardens.

Hydrangeas, roses, rhododen-
drons and exolic trees were nmong
about 3,000 plants, many carried
from distant lands hy Simpson's
ships. Simpaon even added an
electrical plant to  light the
mansion, formal pathways and
plants,

Saouth of the gardens was 200
acres of crops with a dairy and
chicken farm.

But Simpson’s wife died
suddenly in 1920, and disaster

" Acres/Coastal park is lumberman’s legacy

struck his estote itself on July 4,
1921. As Simpson took a walk in
the gardens, he saw a glow in the
sky from a fire that quickly
destroyed his home.

The intense blaze destroyed
evervthing in the myrtlewood-
paneled mansion, which had been
filled with expensive furniture, a
Tiffany chandelier, art treasures
and office records.

In spite of the $120000 loss,
Simpson decided to build again in
1924, hiring a Swedish contractor
to construct a two-story mansion
that sprawled along 224 fiet of the
hhﬂ‘!i‘lw 17- rooln bome included

d with
pnva!e baths. Much of the timber
came from the schooner Brush,
which was wrecked on nearhy
Simpson reef,

Hut the Simpson fortune was
eroded by business reverses.
Construction stopped on  the
uncompleted home, and the 1929
stock market crash did further
harm.

In 1532, Simpson decided to
give up his farm, donating 134
acres gt Cape Arsgo to the state of

Oregon for a park.

In the fall of 1936, forest fires
spread along the hills  from
Handon to the south and scorched
the lush hills near the Simpson
home. The farmer's cotiage, the
power plant, two barns and other
outbuildings were destroyed.

With the arrival of World War
11, the coast road to Shore Acres
was closed by the military, and
Simpson left, selling the
remaining 637 acres of his estate
to the state of Oregon for $20
million.

T'he mansinn became a barrack:
and clubhouse for a tank battalion
during the war. The deteriorated
building was razed in 1948 and the
oriental pool was filled in.

Reconditioning of the gardens
was undertaken by the state in
1942 under the direction of Anton
Jensen.

Today. Shore Acres has heen
restored to a peaceful beauty that
has made it part of what the state
has dubbed “a tremendous trio of
state parks.”

Simpson's private pleasure has
become a public jov.

N\

Parks seek lighthouses

Lease plan would allow more public access

Cape Arago Lighthouse
Funding is a question

From staff and
wire service reporis
Four historic coastal lighthouses
could be opened to the public under
a plan being developed by the U.S.
Coast Guard.

Under the Coast Guard plan, the
siate would lease the Hecela Head
Light north of Florence, the Cape
Blanco Light near Port Orford and
perhaps the Cape Arago Light south
of Coos Bay. In addition, the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management would
lease the Yaquina Head Light north
of Newport.

“Almost all the lights in Oregon
are adjacent to state parks or other
locations where a lot of people
come, but they are unable to get in-
side the light,” said Cmdr. Stan Nor-
man, Coast Guard spokesman.
“We'd like 1o allow that to happen.”

Norman adding that the service
does not have the resources Lo
provide tour guides.

The Coast Guard is eager for the
state lo assume the cost of maintain-
ing the lighthouses, which can run to

S100,000 every five years, Norman
said.

Oregon State Parks officials are e-
qually enthusiastic about the idea.

“We are very interested in those
lighthouses,” Ron Hjon, State Parks
Regional Office Director, said. “'Ad-
ding those lighthouses to the state
parks sysiem would compliment the
one we already manage at Bullards
Beach and Cape Meares.”

The discussions are still at a “very
preliminary™ stage, Hjort said. State
Parks is currently doing cost es-
timates to determine if maintenance
and improvements could be handled
by the department. State Parks has
relied on some state general fund
monies in the past — funds that have
been hit by Ballot Measure 5 budget
tightening,.

“At this time I'm not sure where
the funding source would come
from,” Hjort said.

Members of the state Parks and
Recreation Commission are en-
thusiastic about the proposal, said
Henry Kunowski of the siate His-

{Continued on Page 3)

Parks seeking coast lighthouses

{Continued from Page 1)

toric Preservation Office.
- The lighthouses are operational
but seldom available for public tours.
The Coast Guard plans to keep all
but the Cape Arago light illuminated.

Morman said the Cape Arago ligh-
thouse is on an eroding island with a
100-foot footbridge connecting it to
the mainland. He said bridge
deterioration will make it unsafe in a
few years unless $500,000 in repairs
are made.

Perhaps the Coast Guard could
spend some money and make the

bigger repairs and tum the ligh-
thouses over 1o State Parks in “top
shape,"” Hjort said. “There are
mcml dlﬁ‘ﬂeql dplms we are look-
ingat.” T8

But the Goast/Guard cannot aban-
don the lighthouse without the ap-
proval of the staie Historic Preserva-
tion Office because it is eligible for
listing in the MNational Register of
Historic Places. The light originally
was commissioned in 1866 and
twice replaced, the last time in 1934,

If the Coast Guard fails to get ap-
proval, “we’ll have to look for other

aliermatives,” Morman said.

A major rehabilitation project is
under way at the 97-year-old Heceta
Head Light. Yaquina Head Light is
1o be rehabilitated later this year, and
rehabilitation 15 scheduled for Cape
Blanco Light in 1992,

Hecela Head Light is adjacent 1o
Devil's Elbow State Park, Cape
Blanco Light is near Cape Blanco
State Park and Cape Arago Light is
near Sunset Bay State Park. The Ya-
quina Head Light is within the
BLM's Yaquina Head Outstanding
Matural Arca.




Rose Sumday / Father’s Bay — June 16, 1991

All America Rose Selections Display Garden Mr. & Mrs. George Guthrie, Sr., Ray Duskin, George Guthrie Jr., Jay Dow



THE SIMPSON LEGACY

Beautiful Shore Acres stands as a testament
to lumber magnate Louis J. Simpson, whose forfune ended in fragedy.

Story and photos by
KENN OBERRECHT

Let others be dazzled by the beacon as it
runs its carousel course from Arago's light-
house. For me it lights for oh so brief an
instant a mansion, barely visible through the

fog.
— Robert Harrington

South of the lighthouse at Point
Gregory, near the mouth of Coos Bay, ona
fine and sunny day in 1905, 28-year-old
Louis |. Simpson crawled on hands and
knees through the dense underbrush of an
ancient coastal bog. Emerging on a bench-
land meadow 100 feet above a tranquil
sea, he knew at once this was where he
wanted to build his country home.

Simpson backtracked through brush
and timber to the cabin of Jake Evans,
where he had stopped earlier for rest and
coffee. He asked the old man, “Jake, did
you ever think of selling?”

He hadn't. In fact, Jake considered his
320 uncleared acres nearly worthless, until
young Simpson convinced him he might
be better off living in town, Finally, Evans
set a price of $4,000. “I took him up at
once,” said Simpson, and later paid the
old man in cash.

Louis was the eldest son of Asa Meade
Simpson, a master shipbuilder who, with
his brother and half-brother, had sailed
around Cape Horn to San Francisco in
1850, seeking his fortune in the California
gold rush. But.precious dust and nuggets

Of the original buildings on the Simpson estate, the gardener's cottage is the only one were to play only an indirect role in build-
remaining. - ing the Simpson empire.
14 5.0. Currents June 21, 1991

A= was not only a skilled designer of
ships, but also an able builder of bridges,
houses, and any other kind of structure
needed in the booming West of the 1850s.
He was also an astute businessman, with
the toughness and tenacity required to
succeed and overcome hardship.

By 1851, he owned a successful lumber
business in Stockton, Calif., that relied
mainly on East Coast lumber. Aware of
vast stands of virgin timber in the Pacific
MNorthwest, Asa made inroads into the

No seascape north or
south has more natural
grandeur than the cliffs

at Shore Acres.

Oregon Territory in the early 1850s, but
not without setbacks and tragedies.

Shipwrecks were common then, when
navigational aids were nearly non-existent
along the West Coast, when indiscriminate
seas swallowed ships and crews, and
when waters near the mouth of the
Columbia River earned the somber sobri-
quet, “Graveyard of the Pacific.” In 1852
alone, five ships sank there, including the
schooner Machigone, laden with piling,
outbound for San Francisco Bay. Beyond
the Columbia bar, in gale winds and surly
seas, the ship went down with all hands,
including the skipper, [saiah Simpson,
Asa’s half-brother.

Four years later, Asa’s brother, Louis P.
Simpson, was bringing sawmill equipment
to Coos Bay aboard the Quadratus when
the schooner ran aground on the bar. As
young Simpson tried to row a woman and
her child to safety, surging breakers
capsized the lifepoat, and a fierce ebb tide
engulfed him.

After losing three more vessels to that
treacherous bar, Asa put a steam tug to
work, towing ships to and from the
harbor, which greatly reduced threats to
crews and cargoes. He also salvaged
equipment from the Quadratus wreck and
built a primitive mill capable of producing
10,000 board feet of lumber a day.

Simpson opened a shipyard near his
sawmill and erected company housing
and a store near the great bend of Coos
Bay. Ultimately, his lumber interests
extended from Washington's Willapa Bay
to Santa Cruz, Calif. His steam tugs not
only piloted sailing vessels over hazardous
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and became its mayor

river bars, but also plied rivers and
sloughs, inlets and bays, towing log rafts
to feed the mills. His dozens of barken-
tines, brigantines, and schooners carried
lumber to four continents.

Reared and educated in California,
Asa’s son, Louis, at the age of 22, left for
Oregon in 1899 to oversee the operations
on Coos Bay. By 1902, young Simpson had
paid 525,000 for a platted townsite near
the mill. He replatted the site, named it
Morth Bend, incorporated the city in 1903,

Morth Bend was still in its infancy when
Simpson married Cassie Hendricks
Amaong the many gifts he lavished on her,
the seaside land he bought from Jake
Evans was her favorite. The property, later

Ceaselass ranks of waves assaull the cliffs at Shore Acres.

known as Shore Acres, was Cassie’s
Christmas gift in 1906, by which time a
house was under construction there.
Originally, it was to be a country retreat,
but the house evolved into a mansion and
the property into an estate. The Simpsons
naturally took up permanent residence,

Reminiscent of Cape Cod dwellings
Louis had seen on trips east to visit family,
the shingled, gambrel-roofed structure had
rooms with more square footage than the
average house has today: a 1,792-square-
foot living room, for example, and a third-
floor ballroom of 2,736 square fect. A 1914
addition included a heated 26-by-52-foot
swimming pool.

A two-story stable and carriage house
stood just north of the house. Beyond were

5.0, Cumrents 15
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Tha gardenars’ designs are phofographers’ delghts af Shore Acres, wheare pictu

saem [0 compose themseives. Below: A couple of hikers take a break along a frall at

Shore Acres

two oceanside tennis courts, although it's
difficult to imagine how anyone could
ever concentrate on the game while in the
presence of one of the West Coast's greal-
est scenic wonders. Mo seascape north or
south has more natural grandewr than the
cliffs at Shore Acres.

By December, 1948, the
ravages of time and
neglect had taken their
toll, and the mansion
was razed.

mtrast to the raw and awesome

of the skewed and [ractured shore-
s the serene and ordered charm of

nal gardens, where the Simpsons’
ers toiled in the rich peat soil to
cultivate indigenous and exotic flowers,
shrubs, and trees. As the Simpson fleet

CArT lumber to distant ports, ships

returned bearing beautiful and unusual
plants from foreign lands

Simpson added to Shore Acres at every
opportunity. Eventually the property
encompassed more than 1,600 acres. By

1915, the self clent estate had a farm

and worki ry that kept chickens

eggs, milk, cream, and cheese in good

supply

A series of bad luck and tragedies fore-
shadowed the decline and fall of the
Simpson empire. Louis made an unsuc-
cessful bid for governor in 1913.
Unexpectedly, Cassie died in 1920, In 1921,
fire destroyed the beautiful mansion and
everything in it.

In 1927, Simpson start-
ed  building another
mansion, this one a 244- |
foot-long, two-story resi-
dence with 17 rooms, His
fortune had begun to
dwindle, however, and
within two  years
pavments (o conlractors
were in arrears. When
construction  halted, |
Simpson and his second
wife, Lela, moved into
the incomplete but habit-
able house with their two §\
daughters.

In 1934, the Simpsons

donated a 134-acre tract

o

to the state for the devel
opment of what became
Cape Arago State Park
[wio vears laler, the same
forest fire that consumed
Bandon, a few miles
down the coast,
vied several build

ings al Shore Acres but

spared the main house
When the Ar

the road south ot the

closed

A FASCINATING HISTORY . . .

Cape Arago Lighthouse at the outbreak of
World War 11, the Simpsons moved to a
small house in Barview, near Charleston
In 1942, they sold Shore Acres to the state
for $29,000, a sum far below its value,

During the war, the Army occupied
Shore Acres, using the mansion as a
barracks and officers’ club. By December,
1948, the ravages of ime and neglect had
taken their toll, and the mansion was
razed. A month later, Louis |. Simpson
died at his Barview home

['.Irl,"r;u:l State Parks and Recreation
Division now maintains more than 1,200
acres of the coastal property that was once
the Simpson estate. Trails traverse the
precipitous shoreline and tranquil weod-
lands, leading to pocket beaches, tide
pools, and incomparable picnic spots. An
observation building stands where both
mansions were built and destroyed, and
the exquisite gardens have been restored
to their original splendor

The three adjacent parks — Sunset Bay,
Shore Acres, and Cape Arago — stretching
along the wild edge of the Pacific on this
rugged headland are the best Oregon has
to offer. For all of us, they're an unparal-
leled and cherished legacy e

Kenn Oberrechl is a freelonce writer and

photographer living in North Bey
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By Ron Cowan
Tre Sirme=an Jou=el

here are things to

eat, things to see,

things to do, things

to enchant, and

things that growl

and prowl on Or-
egon's 1990 Top 10 attrac-
tions list,

The Top 10 Visitor At-
tractions of Oregon, com-
piled by the Oregon Tour-
ism Division, oftenis a
guide to where to go and
what to do during the
sublime summer months
in Oregon.

Kathy Burton, a tour-
ism division secretary who
compiles the annual sur-
vey, said the list could cue
out-of-state visitors on
where to go.

The listing, based on
tourist counts provided by
selected tourist attrac-
tions, is sent to 5,000 Or-
egon, national and inter-
national recipients, many
of them travel informa-
tion services.

Salem has one attrac-
tion on the 1990 Top 10
list — the Enchanted For-
est amusement park. The
park ranked number 10
with 201,471 visitors. A
second attraction on the
Top 20 list is the state
Capitol, which ranked
number 16 with 118,000
visitors.

Although the Top 10
list has changed little
in the past three years,
Burton is predicting some
upsets with the opening of
the new Oregon Aquari-
um in Newport, the new
Oregon Trail Interpretive
Center near Baker City,
and the new Oregon Mu-
seum of Science and In-
dustry building in Port-
land.

Statesman Journal
Salem. Ovegon

Surdlay, July 7, 1591

Visitor Attractions

RS

Opinion: 2-3G

Washington Park
Zoo's Chinese panda
exhibit next year also is
expected to have a big
effect on attendance.

“1 think we're going to
see some moving and
shaking in the next few
vears,” she said.

Here are some facts on
the Top 10 visitor attrac-
tions:

Multnomah Falls

Multnomals Falls, 1.530.000 visitors,
 Multnomah Falis, oo of the spectacy.
bar attractions (s the Columbia Gorge, ass
i highest fulls west of the Mississappi
Hiver and the fousth Righest in the Unit-
od Szates

There are 11 falls nlong Interstate 84
om the sesth side of the Cobambia River,
bt Multnomab is the most drassatic with
& deop of 620 feet 1o two levels. A scenic
stone bridge at the middle lovel maies &
popular backdrop for plotuges.

T falls asw oo popular that plass are
undes way to Hmit parking of the sits 1o
reduce the daily visitor count fros 1,200
to 1000, improvisg the expesience st
poak visitor periods.

The falls are 32 miles sast of Portlasd
on Interstate 84. A visitors' center and o
06 yoar-cld stone kadpe with a gift shop
and restasrant are ot the site, A paved
path leads 0 the tap of the falls

There is £ admision fee.

Washington
Park Zoo

Washington Park oo, Portland,
Bl 500 viniton.

The E4-aere Washington Park Too spe-
clalizes in brwedizg rate and »
species bt bas sogmented s populasity
with new and innovative sftrections,

This summer 1he 20 opesed & unuss.
al new emvimgounental exhibit, Africs Rain
Fares?, the mcst comples creation in the
sec's history. The | 3-acre sitmaction is 5
slioe of tropicsl Africa with sech unuscas)
featiaren ma & bat exhibit depicting the
jungle easiogry and & rain fotest machine
that creates rain, mist end wind

In 1965, the soo opened Africa’, the
largest eabiibit eves bullt &t the 200 The
four-acre exkihit replicates the dry, open
placns of the bush countey of Ean Afrce
Hippos, the endangered black rhino,
sotks and gehras e Smong the animal
aruracione

Other goe srirsctions include the pen,
painariusy with it endanpered Humbalds
petupsins, the larpest and o8 sucoreahy)
breeding herd of Aslan elephants in any

w00 i the world, an Alsska .
habit and an mm.t"m ondes

The 2co in at 4001 §.W.
Portland W Otores il
Admisaion is $4.50 for adults, §3 5
niors and §2.50 for rhildnnua =11, :;:

Ehe hours are 830 o 1. 1o 6 —
ton: 228. 1561 e

Tillamook
Cheese Factory

Tillamook Cheese Factory, 614,832
visitors.

Every vear 40 million pounds of cheess
with the THlamock label are delivered to
destinations throughout the world. and
that product is produced daily at the
Tillamook Cheese Factory.

The free wourkst attraction occupies a
large white and blee building near Tilla-
mook and ks run by the Tillamook County

Creamery Association

The factory fentures an observation
deck, a video tour, a dairy industry mu-
seum. o retall gife store and an ice cream-
wry.

The county is a land of happy Holstein,
Juersey and Guernsey cows that graze on
fresh meadows, producing large amounts
of fresh, sweet milk for the chessemaking
process. There are 194 member dairies in
the creamery nssociation, assuring a plen.
tiful supply.

The factory also produces milk., butter,
bew creammn and cheese spreads, but its
choddar cheese s the most popular prod-
uet.

The cheese factory is open 8 am, 1o &
pm. daily and is 1wo miles north of down-
town Tillamook on Highway 101. Infor.
mation: 842-4481,

Bonneville Dam, 497,088 visitors,

Massive, gray Bonneville Dam is an-
other popular stopping place on the Inter-
state B4 tourist corridor along the Calum-
bia River,

The dam consists of thres parts, one
spillway and two powerhouses. The dam
extends 3,463 feet across the Columbia
River between Oregon and Washington.

The dam was a main hydroelectrsc
project of the U5, Army Corps of Eng-
neors nnd offers several attractions for

visitors,

Omn the Oregon side there is a five-story
visitor center and underwater windows an
the fish ladders. Audiovisual presenta-
thons and tours of the fish ladders and the
original powerbouse ane offered daily
froms June through September,

The summer hours are B a.m. to & p.m
Sternwheeber boat tours also are avnilable
in the . ansd & state sal hatch
ery is nearby,

On the Washington side, accessible by
the Bridge of the Gods, tours, audiovisual
presentations and underwater fish view.
ing also are provided. The Washington
howrs are 8 &.m. to & 15 p.m. in the sam-
mer.

Admission is free Lo all areas. Bon-
méville Dam is 40 miles west of Portland
on Interstate 84, Information: 374-8820,

“The new African exhibits at
the Washington Park Zoo in
Portland have boosted the
200’s popularity with tourists.”

Statesman Journal
Salem, Oregon
Sunday, July 7, 1991

‘Silver Falls
State Park

Silver Falls State Park. Silverton,
463,000 visitors.

Silver Falls State Park. Oregon's larg-
est state park. is 26 miles east of Salem on
Highway 26, making it & popular day trip
for Willamette Valley residents.

The 8,700-acre park’s most popular at-
traction is the Trail of 10 Falls, & seven-
mile hiking trail that meanders through
stands of second-growth Diougias fir and
western hemlock trees. The trail leads
near or behind 10 waterfalls, ranging from
178-fieot drops to 27-foot torrents as Sil-
ver Creek wanders through the canyon.

The atiractions include & three-mile
jogging trail, a four-mile biking trail and
14 miles of equestrian trails.

The park also is popular for its collec-
tion of wildlife and plant species. Deer,
beaver, rabbits, squirrels and chipmunks
are among the year-round park residents

Owernight visitors have a choice of an
overnight campground with hot showers
and restronma, & group camp at North
Falls and the Howard Creek Horse Camp,
featuring primitive camping and corrals
for the horses,

The muin day use area provides pic-
micking areas, kitchen shelters. restrooms.
and a Day Use Lodge. A swimming pond

and a rustic playground are part. of Lse
attractions.

A day use fee of 1 a car is charged on
ﬁ!mﬁ and holidays. Information: 873

~ Mt. Bachelor
- Ski Resort

.\lﬂ'.imnt Bachelor Ski Aren. 458,088
visitors.

Mount Bachelor Ski Area, southwest
of the Central Oregon tourist mecca of
Bend, draws both summer sightsesrs and
wintertime skinrs.

The mountain is on Century Drive, an
B9-mile paved loop that passes many
mocuniain lakes and streams and gives &
good view of the Three Sisters peaks.

For skisrs, there are 10 chairlifts — one
rising o 9.065 feet — a skiing school,
rentals, cafeterins, concession area., bars,
lodges and day care.

The longest run ks two mibes, witha
vertical drop of 3,100 feet, nnd skiing con-
tinues from November through July.
Furty miles of croas-country trails slso
are available.

Mount Bachelor is 22 miles southwest
of Bend om Century Dirive. Informatson:
3BZ-2442
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Here is the rest of the listing of tog Len
tourist altractions in Cregon based on
1 G visitor figures:

Crater Lake

Crater Lake Notional Park, near Mad-
{ord. 4105988 visitors

Holling mountains, volcanic peaks and
evergreen forests sirround this Southern
Iregan attraction, a high Cascades Ha e
lake created by the cataclvsmic eruption
of Mount Mazama 6,860 vears ago

Urater Lake is the deepest lnke in the
United States and the second deepest in
the Western Hemisphere. The maximum
depth is 1,932 feet.

The lake also is famed for ks remark-
albde deep e of blue and is enchreled
from October o July by snow, the source
of moat of the parc’s annual 82 inches of
precipitation

The rosid w Rim Village is kept open
yoar-roami.

The Naticnal Park Service is improe
ing the man-made attractions ot the lakes.
iicluding a 510 million reconstruction of
Crater Lake Ladge — scheduled for cam
pletion by summer of 1965,

Relocation of the Kim Village develop-
mend, with its parking bet, and constre-
tinn of o new vigitor center and overnight
accommodntions also are planned

'he visitor center = open daily in 1he
surnmer. narrated baat tours of the like
are offered from July through Seprember
anf cnmpring ks availabbe at Mazams and
Lant Creek enmpgrounds or in the hack-
country by permit

Rim Village has & restaurant and mift
shaop, open yenr-round.

The park is B5 miles from Medford on
Highwav 62, Admission s 25 a car in the
summer. Information: 594-2211,

Hatfield Marine
| Science Center

Hatfield Marine Science Center of Or-
egon Sinte University, Newport, 358890
visktiors

4 prime attraction for summenime

witard 10 Newport 18 the Haefield Ma-

ni# Science Center nn the south side of
Waoguina Hoy

(L furts research nn coeanoers-
ries, waler duality, marine sci
n and marine bisdogy st the
rarch vessel Wecon

pa. i

non e

oenter include
musCu-Gguarium and

il miar

Rikre trndl

wnma ot th

In the summer, from med<June through
Sept. 2. Seataugua bheralds such activities
1h evenung talks. trips, treks. bay boat
totars, ok walks and special filme.

The center is on Marine Science Drive
o the south side of Y equina Bey, just
eand of _\;fw|u||;| Bridge off Highway 101,
T'he center is open 10 aun. to 6 p.m, daily
Admission is froe. Informatson: BET-01K,

Shore Acres
Botanical Gardens

f——

Shore Acres Botanienl Gardens, near
Cons Bay, 223,228 visitors

ed Forest rounds out top 1
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Gy
Crater Lake, noar Madicnd, is the deep-

ast laka in tha United States,

Shore Actes State Park, once the estate
of hemberman Louks J. Bimpson, today
reecills his heritage in its unumenl botrni-
cal gurdens featuring flowering trees,
shrubs and plants Simpson gathered from
around the world,

Homes and dahling are among the gar-
dett’s summertime highlights, but the
tree-lingd gardens attract visitors YEAT:
round

The restored formal pardens pre high-
lighted by n Jopanese-style lily pond.
found within earshot of the roaring ocean.

0 list

enn Coatst TIRMELMAR Juiirna

Tre Hathald Mante Soenca Canter in Nesaport 5 the site of marnng research for Oregon State L ity

and the park hos spectacalar vistas of the
Lo T

The two mansions Simpeon built on
the el vverlooking the Pacifie Ocean
have disappeared — tho fimt burned, the
secomnd was razed — to be replaced by a
glags-enclosed observation shelter offer-
ing a 180 degree view of the coast

Sunset Hay State Park, north of Shore
Acres, hos enmping and picnicking, and
picnicking and hiking are allowed at Cape
Arago State Park to the south.

Shore Acres §s 13 miles southwest of
Coos Bay off Highway 101 on Cape Arago
Highway. Information: B58-3731

Enchanted
Forest

Enchanted Forest, Salem, 201,471
viaitors

Roger Tofte, a former nrtist and drafis-
man lor the state of Oregon, opened this
fantasylond on o wooded hillnide south of
Salem in 1871,

Today visitors enjoy the atiractions of
Fort Fearless, the mining town of

L SpriLs Haineed
and o tnp back i tume o the (Hd

World Village

Live stage plays are offered during the
summier sk the sutdoor Fairasather The
atre, and three gifl shops sell souvenirs

The Enchanted Forest s open from
030 &.m. to G @, dadly from mid-March
thro Sepl. 30, Admission s £4.7
ncdults, 83,95 for children 3 1o ol fres
tor children under 2. Admissic the
Haunied House 15 §1 and the bobeled rude
is 81, The park i seven miles south on
Salem an Interstnie 0 at exit 245, Infar
mation; 3R3-3060

Shore Acres Terrace - Photo by Shirley Bridgham - 1986




Oreqon Coast Music Ifestival — Garden Concert — Julp 12, 1991

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., July 13, 1991
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An estimated 1,700 folks in attendance!

Workd photos by Tom Boyd

Buddy Rowa, from the band Foxfire, signs |
Leonard Sutton’s shirt after their encore
performance at Shore Acres Park near Char-
leston Friday as part of the Oregon Coast i
Music Festival. Officials estimated between |
1,500 and 2,000 people enjoyed the sun- |
shine, the flowers, picnic lunches — and the |
music, 8 mix of bluegrass and more from |
the Rogue Valley group. The festival con- |
tinues tonight with a big band concert at the
Coos Bay Elks Lodge and Sunday with
fusion jazz at Harbor Hall in Bandon. (See
related story, Page B.) ‘
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THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., August 16, 1991

The bridge to the Cape Arago Lighthouse Is falling down, causing the Coast Guard to consider abandoning it.

Future for Cape Arago light?

By Charles Kocher
Managing Edites

CHARLESTON — The eventual late of the
Cape Arago Lighthouse is drawing concern
from several state and lederal agencies as the
U.5. Coast Guard prepares to abandon the
light because of high maintenance costs,

Cregon Siate Parks and Recreation Division
Director Dave Talbot 1old Bay Area residents
Thursday he's worried that the lighthouse will
be abandoned and allowed to simply reven to
nature. He would prefer, he wld The World
today, that “such a fabulous place” be opencd
o the public as an interprelive site about In-
dian history and bird habitas.

“Before we make a decision, we've got 1o
involved a lot more people in it," Talbot said
this moming, after touring the lighthouse
Thursday with Siate Parks Commissioner
Eleanor St. Laurent of Charleston.

Other people are already interested, accord-
ing 1o Talbot and the Coast Guard, including
the Confederated Tribes, which have an ease-
ment o the island that holds the lighthouse for
access Lo a tribal bunal ground, and the LS.
Fish and Wildlile Service.

Cmdr. Stan MNorman, chiel of Aids to
Mavigation and Walcrway Management for the
13th Coast Guard District, said this moming
the Coast Guard has decided to abandon the
light because of the half-million-dollar price
lag on repairing the bridge to Squaw Island
where the light sits. Using helicoplers 1o ser-
vice the light is pot feasible because of the
heavy equipment reeded.

The process of giving up the light, he said,
has been stalled at the state level, where the
Coast Guard has served nolice to the State His
toric Preservation Office that the lighthouse
structure itself is not unigue and can he cither

torn down or abandoned to nature,

MNorman noted that the Coast Guard is work-
mg to give up its other South Coast ligh-
thouses 1o other agencies for public access:
Cape Blanco and Heceta Head 1o Siae Parks,
Umpqgua River to Douglas County Parks, and
Yaquina Head to the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.

That's the kind of process Talbot hopes to
promole for Cape Arago, hoping that it can be
wmed over the State Parks. His hope carries
another provision, however: That the properly
be twrned over in “A-1 condition” and without
& major repair price lag.

Talbot said he doesn't want to “frighten”
others with his hope to open public access 1o
the site. His vision includes public access only
when someone from the wibes, Fish and
Wildlile, or state parks would be on the island
1o tell the public about the features of the site,

In late summer, dazzling dahlias and
ravishing roses fill the garden.




@Garden Potes — ugust 1991

ere at Shore Acres, "The Winter of Our Discontent" has turned into the summer

of our surprise (and sometimes) disappointment. Let's be honest: some of our

flowers still seem to be on the slow track due to a cold winter and a lukewarm
(at best) spring and early summer.

Moreover, some stuff that we thought was not damaged at all has apparently elected
to start showing off ills at this late date - prominent case in point, the plume cedars
(cryptomeria) around the pond and in other places have started turning a lovely shade
of red, sort of a fall in summer feeling.

Unfortunately, the pretty color is actually the sign of dead foliage - a delayed
response to last December's biting winds. The lower foliage and branches are doing fine
but the topmost, and wouldn't you know it, most obvious fronds are really making us
see red. My guess is that even the upper branches aren't really dead and will probably
sprout back directly from the wood. But we can probably look forward to some kind of
high wire act by some dedicated "Parkie" to remove the dead foliage and small branches
which will just continue looking and being dead.

We are continuing to suffer delayed die-back in our rose bushes. What happens is
that the normal canes just get weaker and weaker and finally die - but, apparently not
to worry because at the same time lush and lovely new growth is pushing up from the
base.

Unfortunately what usually is springing up is not the original plant we bought but the
underground root stock on which it was grafted. Such "root stock - roses" are designed
to be tough and vigorous and even in the best of times there can be occasional suckers
coming up and competing with the good stuff. Of course after a hard winter like we
had, with top growth either killed or badly damaged, the opportunities for suckers are
increased. Our advice is get rid of them - the suckers may eventually bloom but they will
be poor stuff and certainly not the flower you originally wanted. Moreover, if there's
anything left of the good rose the suckers will overwhelm it if left unchecked.

Determining what stem is a sucker is fairly easy - the foliage is of a different color,
shape and size than the good flowering stem and in most cases the shoots come from
below ground level. Best way to get rid of them is to pull them off rather than cutting as
shearing tends to stimulate the "little suckers."

A personal note - for the next few months I'll be on a temporary assignment outside
the gardens so you’ll have a “George free” Shore Acres. While I’'m gone Frank Eckley, a
Shore Acres alumnus, volunteer for several Friends’ projects, and all around great guy
will be filling in as gardener PooBah. Frank and Ellie and the rest of our hardworking,
intelligent crew will continue to make the park a lovely, clean and green place to visit.
Please come out and see their good work.

P

FRIENDS OF
SHORE ACRES
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On August 8TH, a visiting garden club enjoyed a guided tour by George.

__Personality profiles

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore., August 26, 1991

Name: George F. Guthrie
Age: 37 Current town: Coos Bay How long? 8 years
Qccupation: State park manager (head gardener at Shore
Acres; acting assistant park manager at Sunset Bay)
Family at home: none
Current car: 1985 Qlds Calais
Personal favorites:
Colors: sky blue, grass green, rose red, (least favorites;
fog gray, dandelion yellow)
Foods: Mom’'s pot roast, pizza, homemade apple pie,
anything with chocolate
Beverages: Champagne, Kool-Aid
Restaurants: Pizza Hut, Portside
Hobbies: Gardening, hiking, working out, reading,
staying alive,
Maovie: Star Wars “Play it Again, Sam” (Woody Allen)
TV shows: The Simpsons, L.A. Law, thinysomething,
Wonder Years, Masterpiece Theatre
Music: rock N roll, classical (almost anything except
rap or “easy listening™)
Reading: Botany, history, science, philosophy, trashy
popular novels
Sports: waiching gymnastics, basketball (when Blazers
are winning); doing walking, weight lifting
South Coast spots: Shore Acres, Cape Sebastian,
Rogue River, anywhere else on the South Coast
Form of relaxation: Sleeping through dumb TV,
Programs
Fondest memory: Hoping to find one someday
Proudest accomplishment: Working at Shore Acres
Personal heroes: My Dad; Bullwinkle Moose; all
people [ work with
Pet peeve: Cheap weeds that grow, expensive flowers
that don't
Favorite things about the South Coast: Nices: people

ey 3

o
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George Guthrie likes gardening, hiking, and the Blazers.

and the most beautiful country in the world it"s all
available right here

Other thoughts about yoursell: Feel like I'm trapped
in a Woody Allen movie, still waiting for the credits o
roll. Have a good job in a beautiful place so am probably
as lucky as anyone can hope 1o be, '

Friends of Shore Acres Quarterly Newsletter, August 1991
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FFrom Pour Editor — Qugust 1991

volunteers who have worked so hard for the Friends this summer

- the park hosts who have run the Gift and Information Center and
the Shore Acres Story slide show weekdays; the volunteers who have
run the GAIC on weekends and holidays; the volunteers who worked
Rhododendron Sunday/Mother's Day, Rose Sunday/Father's Day and
the Oregon Coast Music Festival garden concert (would you believe 500
sundaes?), park staff who helped park cars, pick up trash and in general
put up with our activities; and state parks for their continual support of
"Friends" groups (even though we make more work for them at times).

! utumn leaves are about to fall and I'd like to thank all of the

We are busy planning Holiday Lights and Open House at Shore Acres
1991. This will be our fifth year - and the most spectacular one yet. |
remember when we talked about "nightscaping" Shore Acres back in 1987
and someone said, "Why don't we start with some Christmas lights?" We
really believed we could string a few extension cords from the Garden
House to handle 6,000 lights that December. Luckily, Pacific Power set
us straight - and helped us out. Little did we know how our south coast
communities would take to a community tradition. But we had a fairly
good idea when more than 700 people showed up opening night. Each year
since people have asked, "When are you going to do the pond?"

Well folks, this is the year! We will expand the holiday lights to 75,000
and add nightscaping lights in the Oriental garden. A master plan for
nightscaping the formal gardens is being designed as | write.

The support we've received from businesses, organizations, members,
and others is going to make nightscaping at Shore Acres a reality. It's an
exciting time to be a part of Shore Acres State Park and Oregon Parks and
Recreation. | feel certain that "the best kept secret" on the Oregon coast
will soon become one of the most renowned "destination spots" on the
West Coast. m

Shirley Bridgham. Editor

FRIENDS OF
SHORE ACRES

IT’s ALMOST TIME TO CHECK THE LIGHTS
Call 756-5401

They’re waiting . . .

LIGHTS CHECKING PARTIES AT BRIDGHAM'S
Thursdays - 7:30 pm - ?
September 5, 19, October 3, 17, November 7
Other dates will be scheduled if necessary.

VISIT THE GAIC

If you haven’t stopped by the Friends’ Gift and Information Center
(GAIC) lately, please do so before the end of the season.

Manager Tony Mason has stocked the Center with a wide variety of
books, notecards, postcards, etc., etc., and the quality of every item is
excellent. The GAIC has been very busy this summer and volunteers
have done an excellent job.

Want to know something about Shore Acres? Ask a volunteer.
Want to have a pleasant visit with a park host? This is the place.

And what a good excuse to visit our favorite park! m

@l Friends of Shore Acres Quarterly Newsletter, August 1991
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