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Shirley Bridgham

Shore Acres State Park
Before Friends - 1986

Ward Robertson

Shirley Bridgham

I

How Friends of Shore Acres Happened

Aerial and Gardens — 1986

n 1986, the Communication Arts Group at Southwestern Oregon Community College
decided to tell the story of Shoreacres and Shore Acres State Park by creating a multiimage slide show to be shown at the 5th annual Multi-Image Festival in September.
After the Festival, Shirley Bridgham asked Andy LaTomme, manager at Shore Acres State
Park, if the park wanted a copy. He said yes. Not long after, Andy asked Shirley and her
husband David if they would like to help start a Friends group – a non-profit corporation
in association with state parks. They said yes.
An organizational meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in Room 12 of
Sumner Hall on the campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance
were Andy LaTomme, John Bergen, Mike Bodkin, David and Shirley Bridgham, John
Garner, Marty Giles, George Guthrie, Dick Hansen, Ron Hjort, Tony Mason, and Karen
Wuethrich. On that important night, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. in cooperation with
Shore Acres State Park began a long journey of success.

The program is about Asa Meade Simpson and his son Louis Jerome and the history of
the magnificent estate that Louis called Shoreacres. It continues with what Shore Acres
State Park was like in 1986 when the slide show was created.

Shirley Bridgham

The Shore Acres Story was shown in slide format to thousands of visitors for years, then
transferred to VHS tape for easier showing. In 2006, it was transferred to DVD. In 2013,
it was transformed again, this time with additional photos courtesy of Caitlin Day, James
McDermott, Sunset Bay State Park and the Coos Historical and Maritime Museum.
Special thanks goes to Phillip Bridgham for rescuing the original sound track.
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Ward Robertson

About the Friends’ Albums

Shirley Bridgham

Aerials - 1986

It’s time to preserve the Friends’ photos and clippings using the following:
• Epson Expression 11000XL Scanner
• Adobe PhotoShop CS-3
• Adobe InDesign CS-3.
• Epson Presentation Paper - Matte
• Epson Premium Photo Paper - Glossy
• Epson Stylus Photo R2000 Printer
I will also save the album pages as PDF files.

Ward Robertson

by Shirley Bridgham - 2014
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Note from Shirley Bridgham - September 2014
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. was founded on
December 4, 1986.
1st annual year Dec. 4, 1986 - Aug. 31, 1987
1st Birthday - Dec. 4, 1987
1st Christmas Lights - Dec. 11, 1987
2nd annual Year - Sept. 1, 1987 - Aug. 31, 1988
2nd Birthday - Dec. 4, 1988
. . . and so on. The annual year runs from September
of one year to the end of August of the next year.

W

hat an amazing journey it has been for David and me since 1986. Little did we know
when we, the Friends, decided to bring more attention to Shore Acres State Park, by
stringing some lights to celebrate Christmas in 1987, we would begin an awesome adventure
that continues to this day.
So many volunteers, so many supporters, so many visitors, such a great board of
directors, and always so much excellent cooperation from park managers, rangers and staff all combine to make Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. one of the most successful non-profit Co-ops
in the state of Oregon.
All these years, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. has been truly blessed to remain an allvolunteer organization. It has made it possible to accomplish so many interpretive and
physical development projects at Shore Acres. Visit our Information & Gift Center and pick
up one of our membership brochures and you will find an extensive list.
I’ve been privileged to create and produce our slide shows, DVDs, and Newsletters
and Journals. Not to mention, designing the lights display and seeing it come together like
theater every season. Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it’s also a lot of fun. David has the challenge
of designing and producing new sculptures and maintaining the old ones. When we read the
comments in the guest books, we always get enthused to start the next season.
This year, I’m starting a project to preserve the Friends’ archives in physical albums —
this is the first album — backed up in a digital format for easy viewing by many. We have
many photos, news clippings and other materials that will be included in the albums.
As I’ve started going through the archives, I’m reminded of how FoSA has grown and
prospered in order to help Shore Acres State Park, Sunset Bay State Park and Cape Arago
State Park. What a great reminder of why we do what we do. Our hope is that in the future,
others will experience and enjoy the same opportunities.

Note from David Bridgham - September 2014

T

he following pages (and Albums) are a chronology of the
efforts of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., but even more than
that, tell the tale of the enormous support that the Friends have
enjoyed from our regional communities.
This was a movement whose time had come. The Oregon
State Legislature had passed “Enabling” Legislation allowing
non-profit 501(c)3'organizations to adopt a specific State Park to
provide educational and interpretive services to its visitors. Well
that’s the dry legislative speak for find a core user group that
loves that park and let it nurture and care for it.
Shore Acres State Park, 13 miles from town, is the touchstone
that we all bring our friends and visitors to when we want to show off the beauty of the
Oregon south coast. There was a built-in and pent-up desire to shower this special place
with community pride and needed TLC. Outreach to our communities started with the
planning sessions with FOSA Board members and volunteers. Dreaming of what could be,
planning on now and the future.
Holiday Lights at Shore Acres is a night time interpretation of the formal English style
gardens and the reflecting pond at the oriental garden. Historically, the original Simpson
mansion built on the bluff at the stone wall, was a Christmas present to Louie Simpson’s wife
Cassie. From the very first lighting event we recognized the importance to the communities
to open the Garden House for our visitors and start building traditions. After 27 annual
lightings it thrills me to hear from adults with their young family when they tell us they came
to see the lights as kids and now they’re bringing their families to grow the tradition.
An important cornerstone to the Holiday Lights tradition is the consistency of our focus
on major themes. We have stayed true to who we are and where we’re at, interpreting the
gardens with flower-lights, sculptures that are inspired by what’s found in the gardens as well
as many marine related sculptures. The Garden House is beautifully decorated with an old
time (Simpson era) theme that fits this historic gardener’s cottage.
There are those certainties in life - like the tide at our ocean’s shore, the Bay and its
tributaries - migrating geese, and the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres. When I see or hear
a migrating flock of Canadian Geese I get an itch I can only scratch by stringing lights at
Shore Acres.
You will see as you turn these pages that the secret sauce has always been to engage our
community, give credit and ownership where deserved, and always try to improve this place
that we all love.
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Founded December 4, 1986

“The purpose of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
is to participate in interpretive, educational,
and physical development programs
with Sunset Bay Management Unit.”
FoSA Bylaws
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
MINUTES
A meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in room 12 of Sumner Hall on the
campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance were Andy LaTomme,
John Bergen, George Guthrie, Karen Wuethrich, Marty Giles, Ron Hjort, Mike Bodkin, John
Garner, Shirley Bridgham, David Bridgham, Dick Hansen and Tony Mason. Andy LaTomme
opened the meeting by giving background information about the establishment of nonprofit corporations in association with state parks.
Mike Bodkin reviewed the legal steps necessary to establish a corporation and to certify
it as tax-exempt under federal and state laws: fees to be paid, legal liability of corporation
members and the formation of an initial board of directors.
Discussion followed on the details of the above presentations. The group agreed that
a preliminary date of June, 1987 was a goal for establishing the tax-exempt status of the
organization and that the group should forego any solicitation of funds until this status has
been obtained.
Those present introduced themselves to the group and completed a sign-up sheet with
their names and addresses. Each person was asked if he or she desired to serve on the initial
board of directors. All except Andy LaTomme, Ron Hjort, Karen Wuethrich and Mike Bodkin
responded "yes."
Some discussion followed about the number of state park employees to be allowed
to serve on the board at any one time. It was generally agreed that no more than 1/4 of
the board should be composed of state park employes, however formal action on this was
deferred until bylaws are adopted. It was agreed that the Sunset Bay State Park district
manager would serve as a non-voting member of the board. There was some discussion
about this and it was understood and agreed that the group would not undertake any
projects without the approval of the district park manager or his designee.
Nominations were opened for chairman. Dick Hansen and John Bergen were nominated
and declined. John Garner was nominated and unanimously elected. He conducted the
balance of the meeting.
A motion to name the organization the "Friends of Shore Acres, Inc," was proposed,
seconded and passed.
Mike Bodkin was named to act as legal agent for the Friends of Shore Acres (hereafter
referred to as the "Friends") and was thanked for his work thus far. Discussion followed
regarding the purposes of the Friends as required for the incorporation papers.
Mike Bodkin stated that he would use wording from a similar organization’s application
and that he expected the incorporation papers would be returned by the next meeting.

Friends of Shore Acres
December 4, 1986
Minutes - page 2
It was decided the scope of the organization would be discussed when bylaws were
presented for adoption at a later meeting.
There was discussion about membership in general, voting vs. non-voting membership
and graduated membership fees. Action on this was deferred until a later meeting.
A collection was taken to cover the cost of the incorporation fee. A total of $13.00 was
collected from the group.
It was proposed and approved that Mike Bodkin act as initial incorporator for the Friends.
Additional discussion about the purpose of the Friends took place. It was felt that the
purposes stated in the articles of incorporation should be broad enough to allow the group
to participate in a broad range of activities, including physical development in the park.
The agenda for the next meeting was discussed. It was decided that bylaws and the
setting of goals for the group would take up most of the meeting. The board was asked to
be prepared to discuss possible goals and committee assignments for that meeting. Dick
Hansen was selected to lead the discussion on bylaws.
Andy LaTomme was asked to bring a copy of his park's master plan to assist in
coordinating the goals of the Friends with those of State Parks. He was also asked to
prepare a draft set of bylaws, based on those used by existing cooperating associations, to
be mailed to board members before the next meeting.
Andy LaTomme was asked to prepare a press release announcing the formation of the
Friends with special mention of Mike Bodkin's contribution.
Karen Wuethrich was asked to prepare minutes of the meeting.
The date for a second meeting was set for January 13, 1987. Shirley Bridgham was asked
to arrange for a meetlng room at SWOCC. The suggestion was made that the board consider
a fixed meeting date, e.g., the second Tuesday of each month. It was felt that this was a
good idea, but no action was taken.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Wuethrich
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Annual Year - September 1, 2000 - August 31, 2001

Annual Meeting and Board Meeting - September 12, 2000 - Shore Acres Garden House
Minutes - Annual Meeting

Directors Present: Shirley and David Bridgham, Shirley Champagne, Kenn and
Betty Kennedy, Gregg Nelson, Bob & Betty, Renner, Terry Richards, Carl Siminow,
Kay Valois, Dick Van Natta and George Guthrie representing Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department (OPRD). Directors Absent: Ellie Kinney-Martial, Chuck
Lembke, Winnie Pitsenberger, Barb Taylor.
President Shirley Bridgham called the meeting to order and passed out copies of
the FoSA September 1, 199 9 to August 31, 2000 Recap of Activities and thanked
board members for all their help.
The nomination committee (Gregg Nelson) announced the slate of officers for
year 2000-2001. Kenn Kennedy, President, David Bridgham, President Elect, Bob
and Betty Renner, Co-Secretaries, Barb Taylor, Treasurer. It was moved, seconded
and passed to close the nominations.
The Annual Meeting was closed at 7:35 PM.
[Recap of Activities on the next page of this album.]

Minutes - Board of Directors Meeting
Directors Present: Same as the Annual Meeting
President, Shirley Bridgham called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM. The new
slate of officers was elected by acclamation. Kenn Kennedy accepted the gavel
and conducted the rest of the meeting . Shirley explained that the reason for the
meeting at Shore Acres was to see the Garden Night Lighting.
Minutes of the August 8, 2000 meeting were approved as written.
Financial Report: (Filed with the Minutes) Total: $72,231.43
Information and Gift Center - Shirley reported on our new Screen Saver with
38 stunning views of Shore Acres at $9.95 produced by Al Aslakson and Luis
Velasquez. Park Hosts: Shirley said we are working to expand the Host program
in order to keep Gift Shop open until 6:00 PM instead of 4:00 PM.

Lighting - Tom Kyle of Kyle Electric arrived at 8:00 PM to guide Night Lighting tour.
Website Development - Oregon Office Computers is working toward a Holiday
debut of shoreacresgardens.com.
Cookie Bakes - Shirley Champagne reported that 11,000 cookies were baked on
Sept. 9. Next bake on Sept. 23 and last bake on Sept. 30 at North Bend High School.
Cider Spice Brewing - Betty Renner announced a Brewing date for Holiday Cider
Spice - Friday Sept. 29.2000 - 9:00 AM at First Presbyterian Church of North Bend.
Holiday Lights -Shirley Bridgham announced that we have received $4,306 in
Holiday Light pledges from 46 businesses . Lights are here and will be unpacked
first weekend of October.
New Business - George Guthrie presented a proposal that the Friends consider
supporting "A Wildflower Celebration" in conjunction with Coast Crest
Interpretative League, to encourage "natural" gardens. Possible location in the
Herb Garden area. FoSA could print a brochure or provide financial aid ($250)
to assist in publicizing or renting space for lecturers. Shirley B will contact Coast
Crest and George will serve as liaison.
Kay Valois presented a Butterfly Light Design/Sculpture by Nancy Douglas as a
possible future Holiday Light project.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm for a
walk in the garden with Tom Kyle.
Next meeting will be Tuesday, October 10th at 7:00 pm in the BLM Conference Room.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bob and Betty Renner, Co-Secretaries
[OPRD Memo on the next page of this album.]

OPRD - George Guthrie presented a memo (filed with Minutes) from Larry Becker.
Old Business - Dahlia Day - Sept. 23, 2000 will be hosted by Betty and Kenn
Kennedy and Carl Siminow. Orchid Day - Oct. 7, 2000 will be hosted by Bob and
Betty Renner and Gregg Nelson.
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Reports from Meetings – September 12, 2000
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department

Memo

Worthwhile Work In Control
of Achieving the Goal
Cheering Each Other On

To: FoSA Board
From: Larry Becker
cc: George Guthrie , Ellie Kinney
Date: 09/11/2000
Re: State Parks Report, FoSA Meeting on 9/12/2000

The following is a report of activities & events affecting OPRD and Shore Acres State
Park since the Aug. 8, 2000 board meeting. (There will be items inadvertently left out).
Park Staff Issues:
1. Frank Eckley has been appointed the park manager at the Cape Blanco
Management Unit. Frank worked at Shore Acres and Sunset Bay in the 1980's
and early part of the 1990's.
2. With the end of the major visitation season a number of the seasonal staff has
been laid off.
Shore Acres Park Project Status:
1. The gazebo structure is now in the plan development stage. We are waiting for
the design drawings to be finalized so that a building permit can be obtained.
We are still planning to have this structure in place prior to "2000 Holiday Lights
& Open House".
2. The ridge cap and shingles have been replaced on the garden house. We believe
that this repair, coupled with the chimney repair, will eliminate the water
damage inside the house.
3. Ryan Barber, Boy Scout, will be constructing an interlocking block wall along the
maintenance access road near the garden house south lawn. (Project has not
been started as of 9/12/00)
4. Leavitt & Davidson Construction will be putting a block foundation under the
garden house. Projected start date for construction is July 15, 2000. (Work
started on 9/11/00)
5. Replacement of the greenhouse wall and roof material has been completed.
Ellie and Lendyl are finishing up the door and exterior area.
6. We replaced the one electric panel in the greenhouse because it had
deteriorated from the moist environment.
7. Plans are to put interlocking block retaining walls at the volunteer sites to assist
in completing the landscaping of the area.
8. Simpson Reef Overlook parking and viewing area enhancement is now with
Federal Hwy and USFS for design.
9. Coos Bay - North Bend Water Board is going to install a pumping station near
the entrance to Shore Acres. This should improve our water pressure to the
gardens and to Cape Arago.

OPRD Planned Projects for Shore Acres in 2000-2001
1. Rebuild the benches in the formal garden
2. Extend the fence along the east side of the garden to encase the garden house
area. This is necessary in order to open up access from the garden house to the
new gazebo.
3. Rebuild the fence at the NW garden gate to connect to the rose arbor.
4. Clean up and rejuvenate the nursery area.
5. Paint the exterior of the residence/storage facility.
6. Re-slope the ADA access to the garden house.
7. Re-build lathe structure on north end of greenhouse.
Other Sunset Bay Management Unit Projects That May Affect Shore Acres
1. Installation of 8 yurts at W. Tugman ovemight camp. Installation must be done
by 5/01/2001.
2. Re-alignment of campsite parking pads at Sunset Bay.
3. Hazard tree removal at W. Tugman ONC.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
September 1, 1999 - August 31, 2000
RECAP

Annual Meeting
Kitchen Remodel
Garden Wiring/Upgrade of Outlets/Expansion to upper lawn near pond
Shed Wiring - added outlets for freezers and general use
Membership Campaign / Annual Park Pass Program
Dahlia Day
Orchids Day
Holiday Lights & Open House - see brochure
Artist in the Park 2000 - Terry Magill
Shakedown Potluck
New design for Friends of Shore Acres Journal
Information & Gift Center Volunteer Lunch
Information & Gift Center Inventory Expansion
Bonsai Day
Rhododendron Sunday - Mother's Day - New Brochure
Rose Sunday - Father's Day - New Insert for Brochure
Oregon Coast Music Festival Garden Concert - Sundae sales
Memorial Display Completion
New Interpretive Plant Markers - 29 new markers
Chimney and Roof Repair (OPRD/Friends)
Interpretive Ranger for Summer (OPRD/Friends)
Holiday Lights Pledge Campaign
Official Shore Acres Screensavers produced for sale in IGC
Holiday Lights and Gardens in Bloom
SB: 9/12/00

More than 30,000 Cookies Needed for Holiday Lights
First Cookie Bake - September 9, 2000

Cookie Bakers at North Bend High School - (Row 1, L-R) Erica
Ellingsen, Beka Young, Melissa Drechsel, Michael Garcia,
(Middle Row, L-R) Kay Valois, Carl Siminow, Shirley Champagne
(Chair), Jan Burger, (Back Row, L-R) Deanna Sundbaum, Lynda
Ellingsen, Anne Smith, Judy Cooper
Shirley Champagne
moves a tray of
chocolate chip cookies
from the oven. This
was the first of three
days that the Friends of
Shore Acres will bake
cookies to be given
away at the annual
Holiday Lights and
Open House at Shore
Acres State Park near
Charleston. On this
day, members and
volunteers baked about
11,000 cookies, about
one third of their total
baking needs for the season.

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - September 19, 2000

Delightful Dinner at Shore Acres - September 28, 2000
Hosted by Larry Becker, Manager, OPRD’s Sunset Bay Management Unit
at Shore Acres Gardens – wonderful weather and nice crowd
September 29, 2000
Mr. Larry Becker, Manager - OPRD
Sunset Bay Management Unit
89814 Cape Arago Hwy.
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Dear Larry and park staff,
Let me take this opportunity to thank you and
the staff for a wonderful dinner last evening. The
food was wonderful and the weather could not
have been better. It provided a real opportunity
to meet and socialize with some of our many
"Friends" volunteers and the park staff.

Andrea and Greg, Park Hosts and Volunteers in
the Information and Gift Center, enjoyed the
festivities.

Shore Acres State Park has always been such
a special place for Betty and myself. I am sure
that many volunteers feel the same way or they
would not keep coming back year after year.
But the park would not be the same without
the wonderful staff that keep the grounds and
facilities in tip top shape. We know Shore Acres is
a special place to you folks too, not just a job, and
we appreciate the effort even though we don't
always get a chance to say it.
Again, on behalf of myself, the board of directors
and the volunteers, a hearty "thank you for a job
well done!”
Sincerely,

(L-R) Dick Van Natta, Bob Renner, Ray Duskin,
Jay Dow, David Bridgham, Shirley Bridgham
Photos by Luis Velasquez

The Stevenson Family - Calum and Barbara and their daughters
(L-R( Kelsey and Alina. Calum has been a part of the staff since
the summer of 1999.

Kenn Kennedy, President
Friends of Shore Acres

Cider Spice for Hot Apple Cider – September 29, 2000

Bob

Winnie
Betty

At the First Presbyterian Church in North Bend, cider spice
cooks under the direction of Betty and Bob Renner and
Winnie Pitsenberger, made enough cider spice for gallons
and gallons of Hot Apple Cider. Apple juice (100 cases)
for the cider was donated by Fred Meyer in Coos Bay.

Orchid Day at Shore Acres – October 7, 2000
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - October 9, 2000

Orchids of many colors

Friends Volunteers (L-R) Monita Johnson, Bob and Betty
Renner, Shirley Bridgham

In the Garden House, members
of the Pacific Orchid Society of
Oregon displayed their beautiful
blooms and answered questions
about growing orchids.

It’s Setup Time for Holiday Lights

Shirley Champagne and Kenn Kennedy

Ginger and Bingo Sawyer
Betty Mault (L) helps steady ladder for gray whale work.

Bay Area Optimists Club led by Marty Kulick (purple coat)

Jim and Cindy Hough

Many hands make light work!

Adam Reed and his Dad Mike

Gladys Johnston and Maxine Johannesen

Timm and Bob Etta Slater
Jim McMahon

Marion Babcock

Some volunteers are willing to go high!

Coos Bay Fire and Rescue Volunteer Steve
Schneiderman hands the pelican up to Fire Chief
Stan Gibson.
Charleston R.F.P.D. volunteers hang lights on
the Information and Gift Center

Steve Schneiderman completes roof work while
David Bridgham finishes the front window.

David Bridgham

Charleston Rural First Protection District Volunteers

Shrubs and Christmas trees have to be lighted

Bonneville Power Administration

Kathi Netter and Kenn Kennedy

Luke Soules and Grandpa Bill Breitmeyer

Rhonda
Bay Area Hospital led by Rhonda Starelli

Many other jobs and a hot lunch for volunteers

Fred Ehrman and Adam Reed (Bridgham’s
Grandson)

Gladys Johnston and Maxine Johannesen

David Bridgham and Oregon National Guard
volunteers put up the pelicans.

Chuck Lembke

Betty Kennedy

Shirley Champagne and Fred Eherman

Meanwhile in the Garden House – “Home for the Holidays”
Decorations under the direction of Robynn Reed

Front Bedroom - Bed & Breakfast Bed
In the Dining Room - Out of chaos . . .

Front Bedroom

New Bookshelves made by Butch and Kathy
Hutchinson in the Living Room
Back Bedroom - “Kids Room”

Plentiful Publicity

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 4, 2000

Bottom Half of Page 1 - The Register Guard - November 12, 2000

Rest of the Story - The Register Guard - November 12, 2000

Front Page - The World - November 22, 2000

The Whole Shebang - December 1, 2000

Southwestern Oregon Community College
Student Newspaper - Editor T- John Mckeown
December 5, 2000

Continued next page

Southwestern Oregon Community College
Student Newspaper - Editor T- John Mckeown
December 5, 2000

Thanks, John – Shirley (Mom) and David Bridgham, Co-Chair Holiday Lights since 1987

14th Annual Holiday Lights at Shore Acres
Thanksgiving 2000 thru New Year’s Day 2001

Pelicans designed by Don McMichael

View from upstairs window of the Garden House

Undersea Garden created by David Bridgham and Frank Smith

45’ Gray Whale designed by Don McMichael

Photos by Luis Velasquez

From Dusk to Dark . . . Amazing

Memorial Fountain attracts a crowd ready to drop coins and make their wishes.

Garden House beckons with friendly hosts, hot apple cider, coffee, punch and cookies!
Photos by Luis Velasquez

From Dusk to Dark . . . Sensational

Reflections in the Lily Pond

Salmon “Schooling” - Sculpture designed by Don McMichael
Photos by Luis Velasquez

The World Newspaper, Coos Bay, Oregon - December 11, 2000
Landscape Lights Illuminate
Giant Monterey Pines

14th Annual Holiday Lights at Shore Acres
Thanksgiving 2000 thru New Year’s Day 2001

Photos by Luis Velasquez

Whale Watch Week at Shore Acres
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - December 18, 2000

Shoreline Education for Awareness (S.E.A.)
volunteers help visitors spot gray whales migrating
south on a cloudy/sunny day.

Myrtle Crest School, Grade 6, Myrtle Point, OR - L-R Derek Peterson,
Jordan Newell, Cody Carlson, James Baker, David Standiford, Byrna
Peterson and a S.E.A. volunteer inside the Observation Building.
Photos by Luis Velasquez

Holiday Lights Stats
Holiday Lights at Shore Acres - Thanksgiving 2000 thru New Year’s Day 2001
Guest Book Analysis by Al Aslakson, Reedsport. Oregon
Note: Not everyone who came to the park signed the guest
book. Not everyone who signed did so legibly. Not everyone
listed where they were from. And I probably missed some.
Unusual comments:
12/15 - “Way better than a Baptist Youth Revival”
12/19 - “Magnificent jumping whale - nice headless duck”
•
•
•
•

42 COUNTRIES
2 US Territories
49 STATES
Missing: Delaware

• Oregon - 208 Cities
Neighboring States:
• California 169 Cities
• Idaho 21 Cities
• Nevada 9 Cities
• Washington 121 Cities
Groups of 15 or more who signed in
?? on 12/4 - Inland Point Assisted Living
?? on 12/14 - Lots of People signed in from Medford area
?? on 12/1 - Somebody signed in as “Florence Bus Driver”
?? on 12/4 - Scout Troop 151 and parents
?? on 12/18 - Somebody signed in “with the LCC Tour”
15 on 11/24 - Streb Family
15 on 12/7 - Folks from Coquille
15 on 12/6 - Claudia Clarke
15 on 12/2 - PNW Beetle Group
15 on 12/3 - 1st Christian Church Jr Youth Group
16 on 11/23 - Adams Family (!)
16 on 12/21 - Hauser Dune Riders

16 on 12/27 - Courtains
16 on 12/27 - Waiss, etc, Florence
16 on 12/23 - From Oakridge, OR
16 on 12/30 - Damilson Family & friends
17 on 11/23 - McCormick/Johnson - Seattle & North Bend
17 on 12/18 - River Road Park, Eugene
17 on 12/24 - three families
17 on 12/17 - Jay N Yoshindelg (?)
18 on 12/10 - Girl Scouts #217
18 on 12/2 - Ron Munsling, Coquille
19 on 12/18 - Les & Grace Stewart
20 on 12/1 - Sunset Middle School
20 on 12/6 - Pacific Coast Guide Dog Puppy Club
20 on 12/17 - Port Orford Christian Center Children
20 on 12/18 - Lloyd Busch, Cresswell
20 on 12/4 - Ocean Crest
21 on 12/2 - Rita Reed
22 on 12/10 - 1st Baptist Church Eugene Adult Sunday School
22 on 12/5 - Carol & Dorothy Roth
22 on 12/26 - from Springfield
25 on 12/4 - Some folks from Medford
25 on 12/2 - Running Foxe Family
26 on 12/4 - Medford First Church of the Nazarene
26 on 12/10 - Marshfield High School something
30 on 11/29 - Bill Hilly, no city listed
30 on 12/1 - Barbara Keay, Beaverton
35 on 12/10 - Darci Kopersmith, Coquille
41 on 11/29 - Mercy Best Years Seniors Group, Roseburg
46 on 12/31 - Allegany Community Church		
47 on 12/8 - Headstart from Port Orford
50 on 12/5 - From Eugene
78 on 12/14 - Senior Lights Tour, Lakeside/North Bend
Bus on 12/2 - Irene Foote, Medford

Follow-up Publicity – January 2001
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - January 5, 2001

Plans for 2001
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc
Minutes Board of Directors meeting. March 13, 2001, BLM Conference Room
Directors Present: David and Shirley Bridgham, Kenn and Betty Kennedy, Gregg
Nelson, Bob and Betty Renner, Kay Valois and Richard Van Natta. Directors Absent:
Shirley Champagne, Chuck Lembke, Ellie Kinney-Martial, Winnie Pitsenberger, Terry
Richards, Carl Siminow, Barb Taylor Guests Present: Larry Becker, Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department (OPRD). Linda Lopez, Volunteer Coordinator from OPRD
President Kenn Kennedy called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.
Minutes of the January 9,2001 meeting were accepted as amended. The corrected
cookie count should be 23,000 baked and 17,000 purchased for a total of 40,000.
Financial Report - None
IGC Report - Shirley Bridgham reported on the luncheon and “found” dahlia posters
signed by the photographer. She also said a guest book has been placed in the IGC.
OPRD Report, Larry Becker - Spring Clean-Up... Ellie will be out for a couple of weeks.
Memorial Plaque Wall completed. Menasha getting bids on Gazebo materials. State
Parks forester assessed Sitka spruce and will have them removed because of root
fungus. Many repairs are needed in Pergola (entry) - More info to come once funding
requests are acted on.
Old Business - David Bridgham: Our Long Range Planning Retreat will be held on
Saturday, April 7, 2001 , on the Rendezvous at the City Dock from 11-3/ Crystal Shoji
will be the session facilitator. Shirley Bridgham: A summary of the Memorial Plaque
information will soon be available, i.e. vital statistics , donations, etc.
New Business - David Bridgham: Reported on Holiday Lights 'Shakedown' Potluck Over 40 people attended and enjoyed good food, reviewed results and even made a
few suggestions (although we're very near perfect now!). Gregg Nelson moved that
we purchase a third wheelchair, seconded and passed unanimously. Kenn Kennedy:
Spoke about visitor interest in the elephant seal mating/dominance battles and
injuries observed in Simpson Cove. Betty Kennedy: Reminded us of the Bonsai in the
Park event on Saturday, April 21 from 11 to 4. Gregg Nelson: Mentioned the Pond
Cleaning Event - Brush 'N Flush. He will coordinate with Carl Siminow. This is usually
done the same Saturday as the Bonsai Event. Linda Lopez: Spoke to us of changes in
the Salem office and reviewed upcoming Co-op activities. (Report filed with these
Minutes) Bob Renner: Merrie Holbert, Artist in the Park, will meet with 5 or 6 area
artists who have shown an interest in participating in this activity. They will share the
burden of responsibility and bask in the glory as a group.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.
Next meeting will be Tuesday April 10, 2001 at 7:00 PM in the BLM Conference Room.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bob and Betty Renner, Co-Secretaries

Date:

March 19, 2001

To:
From:
What:
When:
Where:
Why: 		
		
		
		
		

Friends of Shore Acres Board Members, Larry Becker, Andy La Tomme
David Bridgham, Long Range Planning Coordinator
Friends of Shore Acres Inc. Long Range Planning Meeting
Saturday April 7, 2001 - 11:00 AM to 3 PM (lunch included)
Rendezvous Cruise Ship at City Dock, Coos Bay
Friends of Shore Acres Inc. has enjoyed great success over the years
with thoughtful strategic planning. Our first planning session was in
1985. We revisited our 20-year plan in 1990 to refresh and make
adjustments. It is time again to revisit where we are and where we
want to be in 2009 and beyond.

How: 		

We will meet at the Rendezvous at 11 AM for a one hour recap of what
we have accomplished and how it aligns with our existing long range
plan. An hour lunch break will be highlighted with a cruise of the Coos
Bay. After our lunch/cruise we will reconvene under the direction of
our afternoon session facilitator, Crystal Shoji of Shoj! Planning and
Development. Crystal will lead us through the process of developing a
revised long range plan.

		
		
		
		
		

				
APRIL 7th LOOKS LIKE THIS:
11:00 am
Review FOSA long range plans
12:00 pm
Catered box lunch and cruise of the bay
1:00 pm
Planning session to update long range plans.
3:00 pm
Adjourn
		

Shoji Planning and Development will publish a finished report.
I hope all of you can attend. This is important for the future of FoSA
and we need your input.

		
		
c:

If you cannot attend call Shirley Bridgham at 756-5401 by April 2.
Otherwise we will include you in the lunch count.
Crystal Shoji , Shoji Planning &Development
Friends of Shore Acres Inc., P.O. Box 1172, Coos Bay, OR 97420
(541) 888-3778 or 888-3732
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Bonsai Day and Pond Cleaning – April 21, 2001
Bonsai - “Gems of the Rain Forest”

Bay Area Bonsai Society volunteers: Theo Stanley,
Betty and Kenn Kennedy and Betty Renner

Visitors are fascinated by the tiny trees and shrubs.

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - April 23, 2001

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - May 1, 2001

Wind and water combine to create amazing formations cut
from the sandstone along the trails skirting Cape Arago.

The Garden House, used for special displays and presentations, sits nestled amongst the flora of the formal gardens.

T

World Photo by Jess Newnham

A walk on the cliffs offers a bird’s-eye view
of the Pacific Ocean. Why drive from
Sunset Bay State Park to Cape Arago State
Park when you can hike a trail along cliffs
overlooking the crashing waves of the
Pacific Ocean and spruce forests? This
3,4-mile trek starts near the footbridge at
Sunset Bay’s picnic and recreation area.
The trail then moves up through forest
and eventually along the rocky cliffs.
For those who want to take home
photographic memories, the Cape Arago
Lighthouse is visible from the trail as are
a variety of wildflowers and wildlife. Of
course, there is the ocean itself and the
massive waves as you near Shore Acres
State Park. From Shore Acres, the trail
heads south to Cape Arago. Hikers can

continue down to Simpson Beach and as
the trail returns to the cliff tops, see the
Simpson Reef Overlook, a favorite spot
for watching harbor seals, sea lions and
elephant seals.
Be safe while you play
Visitors to the South Coast are often
tempted to venture out on the jetties,
climb on the craggy bluffs at water’s
edge or scale some of the giant rocks.
But beware! Incoming tides can strand
adventurers and worse, the pounding
waves can knock climbers into the ocean.
Just walking on the beach can present
dangers, as well. Visitors are warned not
to turn their backs to the ocean, to avoid
being pulled into the surf by unexpectedly
large “sneaker waves.” They also should
avoid standing or climbing on logs or
driftwood piles. Waves can lift the logs,
toppling climbers and trapping them
underwater.

Above, a small
bamboo fence
skirts the trail that
circumnavigates
the Japanese
garden and its
pond where lilies,
goldfish and
newts flourish.
Right, visitors
linger along in the
finely manicured
gardens.

ake a walk through the botanical gardens at Shore
Acres State Park. A favorite destination for locals
and visitors alike, the park is located on the Cape
Arago Highway south of Coos Bay.
The historic grounds feature a formal English garden
and a Japanese garden, home to thousands of flowering and
exotic plants, trees and shrubs.
A nearby lookout point offers a spectacular view of the
coastline and during the spring and fall, it’s a favorite whalewatching viewpoint.
The park was once the property Louis Simpson, son of
Coos Bay lumber and shipping baron Asa Simpson. Louis
Simpson chose Shore Acres as the site of an estate for
himself and his wife, Cassie.
A huge mansion, several fine barns and other buildings were
constructed on the site, with building completed in 1906.
Although Louis and Cassie Simpson enjoyed many happy
years at Shore Acres, the beautiful mansion was destroyed by a
catastrophic fire in 1921, several months after Cassie Simpson
died. Simpson built a second home, but another fire in 1936, a year
famous for large fires, destroyed many of the surrounding buildings
on the estate, but left the historic house still standing.
The state of Oregon purchases the grounds for a state park with
the initial purchase in 1942 and other sections acquired in 1956 and
1980 to form the park grounds today.
To get there, turn off U.S. Highway 101 on either Newmark or
Commercial avenues in Coos Bay and go to Empire, where the road
turns left into the Cape Arago Highway. Follow the road through
Charleston and past Sunset Bay State Park to Shore Acres. The park
is open at 8 a.m. daily and closes at sunset. Exact closing times
are posted at the park entrance. A $3 day use fee is required and
can be purchased at the booth at the park’s entrance. The park is
handicapped accessible.

When visiting
Shore Acres, enjoy
the sights, sounds
and smells. Park
officials do ask
that visitors don’t
pick the flowers,
but leave them for
others to enjoy.

World Photos by
Jess Newnham

Springtime Wildflowers and Rhododendrons
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - May 7, 2001

Rhododendron Sunday / Mother’s Day – May 13, 2001

Shore Acres’ Head Gardener George Guthrie answers questions about rhodies and gardening.

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - May 9, 2001

Rhododendron Sunday / Mother’s Day – May 13, 2001
Bay Area Artists Association (BAAA) holds a “paint-out.”

State Parks Day – June 2, 2001 – Free Parking
Fossil Collection and Face Painting

Rochelle Karpick - expert face painter.

Park Host and Information and
Gift Center volunteer Ken DeGraw
explains his fossil collection to some
very interested kids and adults.

Rose Sunday / Father’s Day – June 17, 2001
Rose Society Experts, South Coast Wood Carvers,
Refreshments and Some Very Happy Visitors!

(L-R) Rose Experts Helen Doving, George Guthrie,
Ray Duskin and Helen Harris

Wood Carving Demonstration

South Coast Wood Carvers Display

Betty and Kenn Kennedy

Connie and Gregg Nelson
Visiting Family Poses at Memorial Fountain.

The Pavilion That Began as a Gazebo
Spring and Summer Construction Challenges

Park staff
(L-R) Greg
Foster,
Lendyl
Thomas,
(Back) Bob
Dixon

Park staff
(L-R) Greg
Foster,
Lendyl
Thomas,
Bob Dixon

Partners in the Project
were Menasha
Corporation, the Al
Stinchfield family,
OPRD, FoSA, Crow, Clay
and Associates, and
Kyle Electric.

Oregon Coast Music Festival Garden Concert
Friday, July 20, 2001

Beautiful Day — Enthusiastic Crowd!

The Friends sold fresh raspberry sundaes and
lemonade. Chuck Lembke and Carl Siminow took
care of sales.

Siskiyou Summit Bluegrass got them dancin’
The portable stage will be replaced by the new
performance pavilion (See construction behind.)

Friends of Shore Acres Inc. Year 2000-2001 ends Aug. 31.
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Board Meeting - Aug. 14, 2001
MINUTES
President Kenn Kennedy called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.
Directors Present: Kenn Kennedy, David Bridgham, Shirley
Bridgham, Shirley Champagne, Betty Kennedy, Ellie KinneyMartial, Gregg Nelson, Winnie Pitsenberger, Bob and Betty
Renner, Carl Siminow, Kay Valois, Dick Van Natta. Directors
Absent: Terry Richards, Barb Taylor, Chuck Lembke Guest:
Larry Becker, OPRD Sunset Bay Management Unit
Minutes: The minutes of the July 10 meeting were reviewed.
One correction - Correct typo (Michael Carrier, Director
of OPRD, not Direction). Carl Siminow moved to approve
minutes with correction. Second by Bob Renner Motion with
correction passed.

New Business: Annual Meeting and Election of
Officers: - Sept. 11 at 7 pm. Due to a conflict, Kenn
Kennedy will be unable to attend his last meeting as
president. President Elect David Bridgham will chair
the meeting.
Dahlia Day: - Sept. 22. Bob and Betty Renner the
morning shift. Terry Richards and Gregg Nelson will
work the afternoon shift. Shirley Bridgham will contact
Shirley Wood about the Dahlia Society involvement.
Kenn and Betty Kennedy will be either in the IGC or the
garden house. Winnie Pitsenberger will order cookies.
The Renner's will pick up cookies.

Celebration Dinner - Oct. 11: - David reported that
Mike Carrier, OPRD Director, will be the keynote
speaker and may talk about the OPRD's long range
Marmalade Skies - AARS Selection 2001 plan, the Legislative session and local impact. The
dinner will be at the Red Lion. FoSA will recognize
Financial Report ending July 31 , 2001
supporters, give awards, expect 80-100 guests. Possibility of a short Power Point
Change fund: $400.00; Security Bank Checking: $13,507.68; Security Bank MMA:
program on our first 15 years.
$65,097.40 Total Cash, Checking, Savings: $ 79,005.08
Other New Business/Correspondence: Dona DeGraw (park host and wife of Ken)
Information & Gift Center Report: Shirley reported nearly $14,000 in July income
passed away recently from a massive stroke and heart attack. Shirley will send a
for the IGC; very successful month. New stock continues to arrive. New shirts are
card from the Friends. Larry Becker reported that the Parks Commission will be
popular. New shirt with Shore Acres logo coming in. Kay and Betty requested
visiting the south coast Oct. 19-21. Gregg reported that he and Terry Richards
shorter weekend hours; will reduce hours after Labor Day to 12-4 PM. Will ask
will be gone for the Oct. board meeting and that we need to find another location
park hosts to help out with the weekend shifts the rest of August.
for the meeting. The meeting may be cancelled. Kenn told board he and Betty
State Parks Report: Larry Becker reported on the Pavilion. Floor and steps poured,
attended Walt's interpretive program about the basic history of the Simpson family.
framing in soffits; waiting for bids on the roof shingling; stone work may begin
Kenn said the presentation was very interesting. Larry talked about the interpretive
in the next week or two; landscaping, etc. will follow; contractor will eventually
staff and Walt's and Carisa's involvement in summer programs. Programs have
acid wash and seal floor and steps. 2001-03 Parks Projects: Restructure garden
been well accepted by campers and visitors. Bob and Betty Renner are leaving the
entrance; remodel garden house; hope to have plans for entrance this winter; will
board when their term ends in September. Bob said they have found their time
incorporate expansion of the Information & Gift Center; should know more about
with the Friends rewarding and enjoyable. Shirley reported that Sharon Kolkhorst
garden house project in the next couple of months; storage shed expansion project
sent info regarding the Heritage Tree Program and asked about proposing the
is moving forward with plans to have it completed by Nov. Sunset Bay campground
Monterey Pine for inclusion. Betty Kennedy took the information and said she
has had only 19 vacant sites in the last 13 days.
would find out if the Monterey Pine qualifies. Carl announced he would not be
here for the Sept. meeting.
Old Business: Oregon Coast Music Festival Concert, July 20 - Attendance was up
this year. A big thanks to Chuck Lembke for his efforts with sundaes (great job
Next Meeting: Sept. 11, 2001 at 7:00 PM at the BLM Conference Room
scooping!). Went very well. Thanks to all who helped. Had extra ice cream and
Meeting adjourned.
supplies left over.
Respectfully submitted by Ellie Kinney-Martial
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