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Shirley Bridgham

Hotw Friends of Shore Acres Bappened

decided to tell the story of Shoreacres and Shore Acres State Park by creating a multi-

image slide show to be shown at the 5th annual Multi-Image Festival in September.
After the Festival, Shirley Bridgham asked Andy La Tomme, manager at Shore Acres State
Park, if the park wanted a copy. He said yes. Not long after, Andy asked Shirley and her
husband David if they would like to help start a Friends group — a non-profit corporation
in association with state parks. They said yes.

I n 1986, the Communication Arts Group at Southwestern Oregon Community College

An organizational meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in Room 12 of
Sumner Hall on the campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance
were Andy La Tomme, John Bergen, Mike Bodkin, David and Shirley Bridgham, John
Garner, Marty Giles, George Guthrie, Dick Hansen, Ron Hjort, Tony Mason, and Karen
Wuethrich. On that important night, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. In cooperation with
Shore Acres State Park began a long journey of success.

The Shore Acres Story was shown in slide format to thousands of visitors for years, then
transferred to VHS tape for easier showing. In 2006, it was transferred to DVD. In 2013,
it was transformed again, this time with additional photos courtesy of Caitlin Day, James
Mc Dermott, Sunset Bay State Park and the Coos Historical and Maritime Museum.
Special thanks goes to Phillip Bridgham for rescuing the original sound track.

The program is about Asa Meade Simpson and his son Louis Jerome and the history of
the magnificent estate that Louis called Shoreacres. It continues with what Shore Acres
State Park was like in 1986 when the slide show was created. B

Ward Robertson
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It’s time to preserve the Friends’ photos and clippings using the following:
e Epson Expression 11000XL Scanner

Adobe Photo Shop CS-3

Adobe InDesign CS-3.

Epson Presentation Paper - Matte

Epson Premium Photo Paper - Glossy

Epson Stylus Photo R2000 Printer

| will also save the album pages as PDF files. ® Album 16
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FPote from Shirley Bridaham - September 2014

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. Was founded on
December 4, 1986.

1st annual year Dec. 4, 1986 - Aug. 31, 1987
1st Birthday - Dec. 4, 1987
1st Christmas Lights - Dec. 11, 1987

2nd annual Year - Sept. 1, 1987 - Aug. 31, 1988
2nd Birthday - Dec. 4, 1988

... And so on. The annual year runs from September
of one year to the end of August of the next year.

hat an amazing journey it has been for David and me since 1986. Little did we know

when we, the Friends, decided to bring more attention to Shore Acres State Park, by
stringing some lights to celebrate Christmas in 1987, we would begin an awesome adventure
that continues to this day.

So many volunteers, so many supporters, so many visitors, such a great board of
directors, and always so much excellent cooperation from park managers, rangers and staff -
all combine to make Friends of Shore Acres, Inc, one of the most successful non-profit Co-ops
in the state of Oregon.

All these years, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc has been truly blessed to remain an all-
volunteer organization. It has made it possible to accomplish so many interpretive and
physical development projects at Shore Acres. Visit our Information & Gift Center and pick
up one of our membership brochures and you will find an extensive list.

I’ve been privileged to create and produce our slide shows, DVD's, and Newsletters
and Journals. Not to mention, designing the lights display and seeing it come together like
theater every season. Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it'’s also a lot of fun. David has the challenge
of designing and producing new sculptures and maintaining the old ones. When we read the
comments in the guest books, we always get enthused to start the next season.

This year, I'm starting a project to preserve the Friends’ archives in physical albums —
this is the first album — backed up in a digital format for easy viewing by many. We have
many photos, news clippings and other materials that will be included in the albums.

As I've started going through the archives, I'm reminded of how Friends of Shore Acres
Inc has grown and prospered in order to help Shore Acres State Park, Sunset Bay State Park
and Cape Arago State Park. What a great reminder of why we do what we do. Our hope is
that in the future, others will experience and enjoy the same opportunities. B

Pote from Dabid Bridgham - September 2014

he following pages (and Albums) are a chronology of the

efforts of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., but even more than
that, tell the tale of the enormous support that the Friends have
enjoyed from our regional communities.

This was a movement whose time had come. The Oregon
State Legislature had passed “Enabling” Legislation allowing

non-profit 501 (c)3'organizations to adopt a specific State Park to

provide educational and interpretive services to its visitors. Well ‘
that's the dry legislative speak for find a core user group that z

loves that park and let it nurture and care for it.

Shore Acres State Park, 13 miles from town, is the touchstone
that we all bring our friends and visitors to when we want to show off the beauty of the
Oregon south coast. There was a built-in and pent-up desire to shower this special place
with community pride and needed TLC. QOutreach to our communities started with the
planning sessions with FOSA Board members and volunteers. Dreaming of what could be,
planning on now and the future.

Holiday Lights at Shore Acres is a night time interpretation of the formal English style
gardens and the reflecting pond at the oriental garden. Historically, the original Simpson
mansion built on the bluff at the stone wall, was a Christmas present to Louie Simpson's wife
Cassie. From the very first lighting event we recognized the importance to the communities
to open the Garden House for our visitors and start building traditions. After 27 annual
lightings it thrills me to hear from adults with their young family when they tell us they came
to see the lights as kids and now they 're bringing their families to grow the tradition.

An important cornerstone to the Holiday Lights tradition is the consistency of our focus
on major themes. We have stayed true to who we are and where we re at, interpreting the
gardens with flower-lights, sculptures that are inspired by what's found in the gardens as well
as many marine related sculptures. The Garden House is beautifully decorated with an old
time (Simpson era) theme that fits this historic gardener s cottage.

There are those certainties in life - like the tide at our ocean's shore, the Bay and its
tributaries - migrating geese, and the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres. When I see or hear
a migrating flock of Canadian Geese I get an itch I can only scratch by stringing lights at
Shore Acres.

You will see as you turn these pages that the secret sauce has always been to engage our
community, give credit and ownership where deserved, and always try to improve this place
that we all love. R
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Friends of Shore Acres, Ine.

Founded December 4, 1986

“THE PURPOSE OF FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES, INC
IS TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERPRETIVE, EDUCATIONAL,
AND PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS WITH
SUNSET BAY MANAGEMENT UNIT.”

Friends of Shore Acres Inc - Bylaws
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Friends of Shore Aeres, Inc.

FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
MINUTES

A meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in room 12 of Sumner Hall on the
campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance were Andy La Tomme,
John Bergen, George Guthrie, Karen Wuethrich, Marty Giles, Ron Hjort, Mike Bodkin, John
Garner, Shirley Bridgham, David Bridgham, Dick Hansen and Tony Mason. Andy La Tomme
opened the meeting by giving background information about the establishment of non-
profit corporations in association with state parks.

Mike Bodkin reviewed the legal steps necessary to establish a corporation and to certify
it as tax-exempt under federal and state laws: fees to be paid, legal liability of corporation
members and the formation of an initial board of directors.

Discussion followed on the details of the above presentations. The group agreed that
a preliminary date of June, 1987 was a goal for establishing the tax-exempt status of the
organization and that the group should forego any solicitation of funds until this status has
been obtained.

Those present introduced themselves to the group and completed a sign-up sheet with
their names and addresses. Each person was asked if he or she desired to serve on the initial
board of directors. All except Andy La Tomme, Ron Hjort, Karen Wuethrich and Mike Bodkin
responded "yes."

Some discussion followed about the number of state park employees to be allowed
to serve on the board at any one time. It was generally agreed that no more than 1/4 of
the board should be composed of state park employes, however formal action on this was
deferred until bylaws are adopted. It was agreed that the Sunset Bay State Park district
manager would serve as a non-voting member of the board. There was some discussion
about this and it was understood and agreed that the group would not undertake any
projects without the approval of the district park manager or his designee.

Nominations were opened for chairman. Dick Hansen and John Bergen were nominated
and declined. John Garner was nominated and unanimously elected. He conducted the
balance of the meeting.

A motion to name the organization the "Friends of Shore Acres, Inc," was proposed,
seconded and passed.

Mike Bodkin was named to act as legal agent for the Friends of Shore Acres (hereafter
referred to as the "Friends") and was thanked for his work thus far. Discussion followed
regarding the purposes of the Friends as required for the incorporation papers.

Mike Bodkin stated that he would use wording from a similar organization’s application
and that he expected the incorporation papers would be returned by the next meeting.

Friends of Shore Acres
December 4, 1986
Minutes - page 2

It was decided the scope of the organization would be discussed when bylaws were
presented for adoption at a later meeting.

There was discussion about membership in general, voting vs. Non-voting membership
and graduated membership fees. Action on this was deferred until a later meeting.

A collection was taken to cover the cost of the incorporation fee. A total of $13.00 was
collected from the group.

It was proposed and approved that Mike Bodkin act as initial incorporator for the Friends.

Additional discussion about the purpose of the Friends took place. It was felt that the
purposes stated in the articles of incorporation should be broad enough to allow the group
to participate in a broad range of activities, including physical development in the park.

The agenda for the next meeting was discussed. It was decided that bylaws and the
setting of goals for the group would take up most of the meeting. The board was asked to
be prepared to discuss possible goals and committee assignments for that meeting. Dick
Hansen was selected to lead the discussion on bylaws.

Andy La Tomme was asked to bring a copy of his park's master plan to assist in
coordinating the goals of the Friends with those of State Parks. He was also asked to
prepare a draft set of bylaws, based on those used by existing cooperating associations, to
be mailed to board members before the next meeting.

Andy La Tomme was asked to prepare a press release announcing the formation of the
Friends with special mention of Mike Bodkin's contribution.

Karen Wuethrich was asked to prepare minutes of the meeting.

The date for a second meeting was set for January 13, 1987. Shirley Bridgham was asked
to arrange for a meetlng room at SWOCC. The suggestion was made that the board consider
a fixed meeting date, e.g., the second Tuesday of each month. It was felt that this was a
good idea, but no action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
f}{ﬂ,‘?\ﬂ,fr\ LA usn vl

Karen Wuethrich
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Friends of Shore Aeres, Inc.

Anmnual Pear - September 1, 2002 - Qugust 31, 2003

Annual Meeting and Board Meeting - September 10, 2002
Bureau of Land Management Offices, North Bend, OR

Annual Meeting
President David Bridgham called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.

Directors Present: David and Shirley Bridgham, Betty Kennedy, Lou and
Sharon Kolkhorst, Ellie Kinney-Martial, Gregg Nelson, Dennis and Kathi
Netter, Winnie Pitsenberger, Terry Richards, Carl Siminow. Directors
Absent: Kenn Kennedy and Chuck Lembke

Remarks: Shirley Bridgham handed out a “Recap of Activities” sheet that
listed most of the accomplishments of the Friends over the past year.
(Filed with these Minutes). It was noted that the full page of activities
represented many volunteer hours by dedicated Friends members.

Recognition: Prior to the report of the nomination committee, President
Bridgham expressed appreciation on behalf of the Friends to Winnie
Pitsenberger and Chuck Lembke for their dedicated years of service as
volunteers for the Friends of Shore Acres. Chuck Lembke was unable

to attend the meeting, will still be an active volunteer, but because of

his wife’s health he must leave the board. Winnie was presented with a
framed certificate for her years of service as the Gift Shop coordinator,
trainer, Cookie baker, Cider Spice maker and all around volunteer.
President Bridgham also presented an award to Kay Valois, for her time
as a board member and volunteer, who left the board in November, 2001,
when she and Bob moved to Florence. Betty Kennedy will pass the award
along to Kay.

Nominations: The nominating committee nominated the following for
board positions: Shirley Bridgham, Barb Taylor, Robynn Reed and Timm
Slater to serve for three years. MSP Lou Kolkhorst/Barb Taylor

The annual meeting adjourned at 7:05 pMm.

Board Meeting

FRIENDS Of
SHORE ACRES

Reformatted for this Album

President David Bridgham called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.

Directors Present: David and Shirley Bridgham, Betty Kennedy, Lou and
Sharon Kolkhorst, Ellie Kinney-Martial, Gregg Nelson, Dennis and Kathi
Netter, Terry Richards, Carl Siminow and Ralph Thomas. Absent: Kenn

Kennedy

Election of Officers: The nominees for officers were President Gregg
Nelson, President-Elect Lou Kolkhorst, Secretary Kenn and Betty Kennedy.
MSP. David Bridgham presented the gavel to President Gregg Nelson, who
conducted the remainder of the board meeting.

Minutes: Previously e-mailed to board members. MSP
Financial Report: $78,968.64

Information & Gift Center (IGC): Lou Kolkhorst reported 5.5 % sales
increase in July. The IGC will operate out of the Garden House while the
re-model and expansion takes place. The month of January, 2003, will be
mainly for moving and setting up.

State Parks Report: Ellie requested the board consider paying for the
ramps at the Pavilion. Will discuss at the October board meeting.

Old Business: Successful Oregon Coast Music Festival Garden Concert with
all sundaes sold. Pavilion Dedication was inspiring.

New Business: Dahlia Day is Sept. 21 and Orchid Day is Oct. 5, 2002.
David submitted a written proposal as a motion for future memorials at
Shore Acres. MSP

Holiday Lights: Some sculptures will have movement. Carl and Robynn will
start house decorating on Oct. 20. Lights stringing starts Oct. 26.

The board meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.
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Dahlia Day — September 21, 2002

Displays by the Southern Oregon Dahlia Society and Paulette Woodward in the Garden House

Dahlias in front of watercolor painting
by Merrie Holbert, Artist in the Park

e e — — [ —

Friends’ Volunteers Joy and Jay Dow serve
punch and cookies in the Garden House.

Photos by Luis Velasquez
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Dawd Bridgham on Iower roof Steve
Schneiderman & Mike Seldon up high!

Coos Bay Fire & Rescue - On the

roof - Steve Schneiderman and Mike

- aai: W TR e AR Ao Seldon, on the ladder Chuck Hanner,
Gregg Nelson and son Travis Maxine Johannesen Shlrley Champagne -Harris Jon Eck holds the ladder.

and Donna Smith

Photos by Luis Velasquez - Photo I.D. L-R



Holiday Lights Setup 2002

SO MANY EXCELLENT VOLUNTEERS MAKE IT HAPPEN
FOR THOUSANDS OF VISITORS TO ENJOY!

Bob Golden and Frank Smith

Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst

» e -
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Frank Smith in the Undersea Garden Carol Ventgen and Mike Perkins
Photos by Luis Velasquez - Photo I.D. L-R



Garden PHouse Becorating for Holiday Lights 2002

ROBYNN REED AND HER ELVES BRING ORDER OUT OF CHAOS AGAIN!

Photos by Luis Velasquez



Holivay Lights Publicity 2002

Coastal Living - November-December 2002

TE PARK

“a community tradition”

2002 Phato by Luis Velasquez

250,000+ Lights * 39 Nights

Thanksgiving thru Sunday after New Year's
Nov.28, 2002 - Jan.b, 2003 * 4-10prm
OPEN HOUSE - Hot apple cider, coffee, punch, cookies!

* Entertainment in the new Pavilion *
Walk-thru Display * Plenty of Parking
* Lighted Sculptures-Whales, Sea Lions, Pelicans, Cranes,
Undersea Garden * Flowers * and more!

Win the Ultimate Bed & Breakfast + 410 pm Dec. 31 - 10 am, Jan. 1
Owernight stay for 2 adults at Shore Acres Garden Howse Catered breakfast New Year's [y
Tickets are 510 (200 Tickets Available ) + Drawing at 9 pM Christmas Day. + Need not be present to win.
Tickets at the Friends' Infarmation & Gift Center

Vehicle Parking Fee - 3 or OPRD Annual Pass or Oregon Pacific Coast Passport or Current Campground Receipt
* Annual Passes available in Dec. - $20 (save 55)
Holiday Lights and Open House sponscred by Friends of Shore Acres Inc. in partnership with Shore Acres State Park,
Coos Bay, DR 97420 (541) 756-5401 o+ BEB-3732 o BSE-3TTE & www.shoreacre.com
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Holivay Lights Publicity 2002
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Holivay Lights Publicity 2002

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 20, 2002

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 21, 2002

Decking the gardens

With 250,000 lights that need 1o go up each yoar al Shore Acres
Sate Park, hara are many older strings of lighls thatl need 1o be
« checked and replaced. On Saturday morming, Cindy Hough was
voluntearad 1o check some of the oldar strands 1o see if they
ware working and replaced bumed-out bulbs. Each year the

Wiorid Photo by Lo Sarrsck

Friends of Shore Acres and other volunteers string the lights that
tiract visilors 1o the South Coast during the holiday season. Tha
annwal lght display runs from Thanksgiving ihrough Mew Year's,
Readars can find more pictures of volunaers sininging lights at
Shore Acres in Thursday's Community section, Page C1.

“FRIENDS OF
SHORE ACRES

“Christmas tree
" Christmas tree

Shore Acres decorates for the holidays

By T reenibads, T holicry lighis celebrafon al Shore Acnes  ling up lghis and greeneny anound th ront enirance 1o the gar-
Stmin Park s impressive: Mo than 250,000 ghis ane sing  dens Satweday moming. Friends of Shoe Aces volumeers
around ha park & & darding dsplay &nd mone than 50000 - spend mos! weskonds in NewsmDor prapanng for thi show,
poophe visd e bk Bhnualy duning he Doldiny season alons, Sarvernl Cristmas troes, decorated by ocal groups and busi-
gaid Shore Actes empicynos. Last year, howana, Tho numbers  nesses, am scafiensd thioughout the park. Above, Todd Cupp
W down dusa 10 o wesi-long road closiro bul workens oopoct  puts one s whits ball maar the: jop ol he Bonnevile Poawsr
e wisior mombors 10 rebound this seasan. Admirmbralon e Saturday,

This yaars Feb. 7 storm dd oo sofme damais 1o S pack, Al leh, Shidey Champagn-Hams and Donna Smith string
dovwning 80ma of he ige mees thal creaded A wind break  kghis along a plani noar fhe Gardenor's House in Shom Acres
aiong o ops of the shomside ciffs. Consequenty, park stafl - Stale Park.
said the park s now moma vuinonable 10 8% spray from the Thas = tha 168 yea for e holdiy Kghts colebenton. Tha
comarn ard, possily, Mo wind in T gandens. i el Dy o Lk in the iverengs for visitors and paron-

Bt & recend perod of wal wealher diin't hinder Friends of e, Volunieers iradtionally fhuve hol apple cder and oookies.
Shorg Acres volunigens, such as Lou Kolikkhamt inho fop photo,  avasllabie. Tha show will nun from Thanksgedng evening theough
wiho danniad wol-vwoather gear 1o string lights. Ho was busy - Jan. 5, 2000

WiorLn Puomos uy
Lov SENNICK
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Holivay Lights Publicity 2002

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 30, 2002

~ Lighting up the night lS
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From an upstairs window
in the Gardener's
House at Shore Acres
State Park, visitors get
a bird's-eye view of the
more than 250,000
lights that have been
strung throughout the
parks botanical gardens,
as an illuminated pelican
perches on the chimney
above them.

World Photos
by Lou Sennick

B

The 16th-annual Holiday Lights and Open House at Shore Acres State Park opened to the public on Thanksgiving Day
and will be open nightly through Jan. 5. The light display colored the night with longtime-favorite displays and some
updated animations. At the entrance to the gardens, many youngsters stopped, wide-eyed with amazement and declared
it looked like Disneyland. Adults also stopped to take in all the wonder before moving through the garden paths.
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Holiday Lights Illuminate the Pabilion

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - December 24, 2002

OUT & ABOUT

Holiday Lights shine daily at Shore Acres

The I6th-annual Holiday Lights & Open
House continues through the Sunday afier
New Year's Day at Shore Acres State Park.
The walk-thru display with more than 7 acres
of lighted gardens attracts thousands of visi-
tors each season,

In the beautifully decorated Garden House,
friendly volunteer hosts from many organiza-
tions, businesses and the Friends of Shore
Acres serve hot cider, cookies, punch and cof-
fee from 4 to 10 p.m. ecach day, including
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year's
Eve and New Year’s Day. Choirs, carolers and
bands offer entertainment in the performance
pavilion, and there’s plenty of parking for both
cars and buses.

This year's display features garden land-
scape lighting, 20 large Christmas trees deco-
rated by civic organizations and dozens of
light sculptures, including pelicans, jellyfish,
Shore Acres’ cranes, a life-size leaping Orca
whale, a life-size spouting gray whale, a
whimsical animated sea lion display and much
e,

Exciting holiday gifis and raffle tickets for
the “Ultimate Bed and Breakfast”™ are available
in the Friends' Information and Gift Center.
The B&B is an overnight stay for two adults in
the Garden House on New Year's Eve with a
special catered breakfast the next morning.
Tickets are 510 each (only 200 will be sold)
with the drawing to be held at 9 pm. on
Christmas Day. Ticketholders do not need to
be present to win.

The Holiday Lights became an instant com-
munity tradition in 1987 when the Friends of
Shore Acres, in cooperation with Shore Acres
State Park, decided to “string a few lights” to
help celebrate the holidays.

That first season, 6,000 miniature lights,
one Christmas tree and the decorated Garden
House drew 9,000 visitors, Now, with more
than 250,000 lights, the annual community
event attracts 40,000 to 65,000 visitors each
SEASOM.

Last season’s guest book shows visitors from
28 states and Washington, D.C., five Canadian
provinces and 30 foreign countries. Entries were

logged by residents of 217 Oregon communities,
177 California communities, 27 Idahe and
Nevada communities and 72 Washington com-
mumities,

Inside the Garden House, long scrolls of
names pay tribute to lights pledge and business
supporters, and to the volunteers and park stafT
who make it happen for all to enjoy — more
than 1,200 altogether.

Shore Acres State Park is located 5 miles
southwest of Charleston on Cape Arago
Highway. Admission is a parking fee of 53 per
vehicle or free with a current Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department annual parking permit,
Coastal Passport or current campground
receipt. The Friends welcome donations for
refreshments and for continuing this event in
future years.

For more information, those interested can
call Dave and Shirley Bridgham at 756-5401,
Shore Acres State Park at 888-3732 or the Bay
Area Chamber of Commerce at [-800-824-
B486 or 200-0215; or visit hap:dwww.shore-
dcres.nel.

ot ng
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Reformatted for this Album



Holivay Lights Publicity and 2,002 Recap

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - December 28, 2002

Holiday Lights to
honor Coos Bay’s
fallen firefighters

The deaths of Coos Bay fire-
fighters Randy Carpenter, Jeff
Common and Chuck Hanners in
the line of duty on Nov. 25 left
our community in a state of shock
and sadness. This sense of loss
and mourning extends personally
to the Friends of Shore Acres.

For the past 15 years, mem-
bers of the Coos Bay and North
Bend fire departments have vol-
unteered to bring their ladders and
good cheer to hang and remove
the lights from the Garden House
roaf. Without their expertise and
equipment, it is likely the roof
outline would not be lighted, nor
would the pelican roost on the
chimney. As an additional meas-
ure of support for the event, fire-
fighters serve as volunieer hosts
for one evening during the event.

The Friends of Shore Acres,
as a token of appreciation for
this unselfish service, will con-

tribute all donations received on
Sunday — the night the Coos
Bay Fire Department hosts the
Holiday Lights — to a trust fund
established for the firefighters’
11 children, who are now with-
oul fathers at this holiday season.
Although as a department, the
Oregon Parks and Recreation is
unable to provide direct financial
support to the families of the fall-
en firefighters, the director may
grant exceptions to the day-use
permit requirement. Therefore, as
a gesture of support for the
Friends of Shore Acres and
respect and appreciation for the
Coos Bay Fire Department, the
day-use fee at Shore Acres State
Park will be waived from 4 10 10
p.m. on Sunday, to encourage
visitors (o be extra generous in
their contributions,
— Shirley Bridgham
Friends of Share Acres

ON DECEMBER 29, 2002, THE
PROCEEDS OF $2,759 IN GARDEN
HOUSE DONATIONS WERE DONATED TO
THE FIREFIGHTER FUND IN COOS BAY.

Other Notes:

(from the Board Meeting Minutes
January 14, 2003)

The leaping frog worked great.

The new L.E.D. lights looked great, but were
a bit of a disappointment because of the
rather high failure rate.

The Garden House looked great and kudos
were given to Robynn and her volunteers
for another successful holiday season.
We used 36,000 cookies and 100 cases of
apple juice for hot apple cider.

The de-stringing of the gardens
is well underway.

49,000 VISITORS

18 NIGHTS WITH RAIN

Biggest group: 130 on Dec. 17
Madison School, Coos Bay

36 countries * 2 Canadian provinces
46 U.S. states and D.C.
(Missing: CT, NH, SC, WV)

CITIES & TOWNS:
190 Oregon, 164 California
76 Washington, 34 Idaho & Nevada
235 Other

COMMENTS:
“Oregon’s Disneyland? Much better!” -
Grants Pass

“Strikingly beautiful” - Boston

“Saw it in Coastal Living.” Austin, TX

“Must see every year!” - Concord, CA
“This is what made me move to Coos Bay.”
“Words can’t describe.” - Norwalk, CA
“Beautiful, wet and inspiring!” - Roseburg
“Sensational!” - North Bend

“Back again. Love it!” - Eugene
“Wonderful!” - Sidney, Australia

“It is absolutely unbelievable!” - Florence

SOURCE: FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES BOARD MEETING - JANUARY 14, 2003 - BLM FACILITY

INFORMATION AND GIFT CENTER NEWS

Lou Kolkhorst reported IGC sales from July to December 2,002 were up
11% and January 2,003 is already ahead of 2,002. The IGC will move to
the Garden House while the new Information and Gift Center is built.

STATE PARK NEWS:

Ellie Kinney-Martial reported the old IGC will be dismantled in late
January. It will be moved to the Sunset State Park Campground and
used for a resource and activity center.



Plentiful Publicity — January/ February 2,003

. Experience the thrill
i ot winter storm-watching

<=1 s LN at Shore Acres State Park.

m”l Iw Iﬂ é SToRY AaxD PaoTos ny Rosert L. PoTrs
L ERL TN o

=
e

QS agates

64 JanuaryFebruary 2003 Orecos Coast




Plentiful Publicity — January/ February 2,003

HEE® RICT WANES

break on the bluffs

ot Shore Acres
State Park near Charleston,

veean spray engulhs the
people who gather to watch
the winter storms. The roar
of the surf is de ifeTimge, and
the cannon booms of col-
lapsing waves are startling.
This kind of action at close

range is likely to lesve vour
pulze pounding. These are
(RTR14 EI.'I'III!.'. OO EGNOuHS

wives that lap at the shore

They are unbridled, power-
ful, onad defy beliet

[Muring winter, Shore
Adcres sees some of the lorg-
et waves akong the Ovegon
Connst, The
ahowcase the spectacular sur.
A rock wall surmounds a paved
main viewing area, This wall
s a shicld against the largest
waves and derers olservers
from wandering into harm'’s

rk 1s designed o

way. A fully enclosesd observa-
tivn building provides sheloer
in rough weather or from surf
sprwy. [t is cfven the only dey
place in the area for chamging
fibm o taking a break.

Shiore Acres offers several
recreational oprions, The
history of the park is displayed
in the olservatbon building,

Thie borandcal gardens, home
toa gracetul Oriental pond

wlarned by a pair of metal
herons, are worth a visie any
time of year. A pazebo and
sdditional parking were adkled
recently, A small gift shop at
dens is
open during peik periods, and

||I'L' entfance o lIIL' I

a greenhouse is open during
the summer

Top off an cvening
of wave warching with
Chrtstrmas lighas of vou visit
between Thanksgiving and
Mew Year's, and enjoy the
garden cottage, which is
open to the public during the
Holiday Lights dusploy. This
annual event is very popular,
causing traffic to hack up all
the way 1o Coos Bay some
evenings. It is bess hecric if
yomi et wn carly start and
chieck our thie waves, sunser,
il pealoiry before stroalling

owver to thie pardens 1o see the
display and light sculprures,
such as the leaping orca,
whitch scem 1o be getning
mume sophisticated every year,
It is easy o photograph the
brighe lights in the darkness
if you use a tripod and leave
your camenys shulter open
fior several seconds.

Shiore Acres bisects a
hiking trail that begins at
Sumset By Seate Park and

terminates a1 the end of Cipe

Lk

Arago. About four miles long,
the ol mivy have mud andd
standing water over it dur-
B wiel wenther, bur it offers
excellent views of the coast-
line, Sumset Bay, Shiell [slod
where the sea lons haual o,
Cape Arago Lighthouse,

and the three coves m Cape
Arapo Sute Park. There are
miany viewpoints along the
il wherte you can watch for
miagrating whales, bur the best
view is at the end of Cape

Arago. Expect to encounter
cyelists, jospers, dog walkers,
ansd photographers on this
popular trail,

Simpson Cove i bocared
below the south end of the
gardens. This cove hins a shel
tered pocker beach made up
of shell fragments, sometines
covered by several feet of
foam or waves during o storm.
A times you may not be able
to cross the cove to the trail

Opecos CoAsT JanuaryFebrary 2003 65

IF YOU GO

Shorn Acres Siado Park ts a ba ofl the beaten path, sevaral
miles west of Hwy 101, Az you dive thiough Nonh Band o
Coos Bay on this highway, watch for ssgns o ocean beaches
or Caps Amga. The route is circuftous, but well-markad, Cape
Arago Highway will take you past the enfrance o Sunset Bay
Stabe Park Campgound. Conlinug on &ound & couple of
bende in the road and kook for a wooden sign on tha loft side of
ihe road that ndicates the enfrance on the righL. Alter entafing,
you most S0p ol the rangar's booth 1o pay the daily enirance
e ol 3. Annual passes also are available from the State
Parks or Siusiaw National Forest Rangor Distnct, B

up the other side.

Shore Acres abuts
Sunset Bay and Cape Arago
Srave Parks. Poine Gregory
o the noreh is the gte of
the Cape Amgo Lighthouse,
Mearby is Bastendorfi Beach,
with ies nice stretch of
sand, and the Scuth Slough
Mitional Esiuarine Besenrch
Reserve, which has an inrer-
Prefve Center .'Ii1|.| miitfe
reails. Charleston, the near-
est town, his a picturesque
harbor with many sailbaars
oned fishing boars, The cities
of Morth Bend and Coos Bay
nre cnsily accessible along
Huwy 101 and offer plenty
of travelers ameniries. For
campers, Sunset Bay State
Park Campzround offers
services ranging from
hikerbiker sites to yurts,
with several caregories in
berweern. Check the Inver-
net for the latest details
[www.orcgonstareparks.org)

Whien Wi visie Shi
Acred, dress warmly. Top

insalating lavers with o loyer
tor break the wind and repel
rain and sale spray, It's a good
II.IE'.! Ty WOCinl [ Wl cap, loo.
Many storm watchers wear
raim alickers; umbrellas are
helpful on days that aren't
oo windy, Keep in mind thas
whatever you wear is likely
to become impregnated with
salt and reguire rinsing

1F yeun don't bring your
camers, you'll probably wish

vou hod. If you do bring i,
you'll pe

bly expose it tios
salvwater. Don't open the
back of your camera to
change film or change lenses
unless you are shielded from
the saly spray. Lse o cloth
dampened in fresh water o
clean your camera's exterion
before you dry it and pue it
iway. [ often par a hat over
my camera when | am pho-
tographing surf, Minin
exposune of your coquipme

o sale, but get your shot.
Mot every storm prodheces
b wuves. Sometimes there
i high wind and rain bur the
ocean stays lar. Sometimes o
SLOFT $8ays Oul Ak s, missing
the coastline entirely, b
spawning spectacular surf, It
't always necessary to go
out on the Bluffs in the min
or during cloudy weather, Big
waves i precede or follow
stowrmms. A break berween two
arrong storms can yield peak
viewing conditions. When
the weather forecastens post
a “heavy surf ac
generally can ¢

sOTY, . VUMl

UL O 1 et
shew at Shore Acres. Stonns
that wansg !’q;_; surf coan blow
I &% CAriy i th'." SCTSOL kS
Seprember, December and
Jamsary wsually provide loes of
action for storm witchers. Big
surf muy roll in sporadically
well into spring.

As exciting and |

aritul
as Bg waves are, they are al=o
dangerows. There have been
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severnl fatalivies in recent
veurs ot Sumset Bay State Mark

with people washed olf the

rocks by waves, Oin some

dys, the ocean is so agitared
UL =CCIMs Lok hl.' EFyamE o o%'ef-
tiake the shore, On ssch days

it 18 elear you need to stand
back. More often, bowever,
there are perivds of extendad
citlm followed by a frensy of
powerful waves thar move in
fist, hammering areas that
previoushy had time to dry
ouit. Then another long calm
iy sl loaw,

Fimally, there s that termor
of the coostline, the romse
wave, LUine &'.ll.'h WEVE Came
ashore o few years ago near
the mouth of the
Fiver and rosaed o pickuap
treck |50 feet. The moral of
this story: Keep an eye on the
ocenn even i you are in a safe

Imapaqui

place. Bare rocks are never

safie; they are enpulied ona
frirly regular basis. A spot
where the g & mrowing
indicates a safe place
storm watching is one

af the most popular winter
activities on the Orepon
Caogsr. [ you like experienc-
img namare in its mwest forms,
viod will erjoy ir. Cho out o
an expered Bluff and feel the
cold, buffeting wind. Feel the
sting ol the min omn your Face,
aned taste the salt lefr on your
skin by ocean spray, Let the
thunderous sound of the surf
roll aver and through you
Warch the waves rear up with
crests lke wild, windblown
hair. When the wives jire
e Acres is the
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Readers catch stellar views of South Coast

Every month, The World receives a
number of submissions for the Photo
of the Month contest but only one can
be chosen the winner.

However, here are some of the
close runner-ups the judges also
liked.

The World invites readers to submit
their favorite South Coast scenic pho-
tos in the contest. To enter, photogra-
phers should submit a print of the pho-
tograph and negative, along with a
caption explaining the details. Don't
forget to include a self-addressed,
stamped envelope large enough to
ensure the entry can be returned. The
deadline for entries is the last Monday -

. Contritantod pholo
of the month. Entries can be mailed t0:  iayin 0'Shaughnessy of North Bend entered this photo of the

The World, Photo of the Month, P.O. Oregon coast, looking south toward Shell Island from Shore
Box 1840, Coos Bay, Ore. 97420, Acres State Park.

Comributed Phalo

George Kenyon of Coos Bay took this photo of a fiery October sunset
in Coos Bay.

Caniribulad Phals

Dorothy Mick, from Coquille, took this shot of the Christmas lights at Shore Acres State Park
in December.



Hnformation & Gift Center 2003

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - February 12, 2003

By Howaro Yune
Staff Writer

CHARLESTON — Oregon
Parks and Recreation is prepanng
o review hids from contractors
aimed at replacing its visitor build-
ing at Shore Acres State Park.

Contractors are being asked o
submit their proposals for a new
interpretive  center and  garden
entrance at the Charleston park by
Feb, 19, The winning bidder will
constrect a 36-by-48-foot building
thit will house offices, interpretive
displays and a gift shop, as well as
mestore ihe garden entrance (o its
appearance early in the 20th century.

The building would replace an
existing 24-hy-24-foot space, built
in the early 1990s, that Park
Manager Larry Baker of the Sunset
Bay Management Unit described
as far oo small o accommodate
both a gift store and displays.

“Space in the gift shop is being
overtuken by visitor demand,” said
Baker. “During the (Christmas)
season (when the park presents ils
annual holiday light display), you
can't even get out the front door
because it’s so busy.” The new vis-
itor center will contain about 50
percent more floor space than the

existing one, he said.

The bid contract also inclhedes
reconsiruction of the garden entry-
way, including repairs 1o the deck,
pergola, its support posts and a
concrete walkway.

“The deck material has deterio-
rated to the point we've been tem-
porarily replacing boards over the
last two years as they showed rot,”
said Baker.

He added Oregon Parks and
Recreation plans not only to
rebuild the entrance arca but Lo
redesign it 1o harmonize with the
park’s historical status the former
estate of shipbuilder and lumber
magnate Louis Simpson, who
owned the lands before selling
them to the state in 1942,

According to Baker, the rebuilt
garden entrance will include design
clements inspired by two mansions
Simpson built on his estate. The
gardens originally were created
alongside a three-story house, con-
structed in 19407, that was destroved

g

“Worki Poto by Lou Seanick

‘Shore Acres State Park is in the process h"'nvi“tﬁlo:ilug'Eiliili iﬁ’ﬁiﬁlﬂf‘n”ﬁiﬁ.ﬁﬂmﬂ' retive center
. and gift shop at the gardens near Charleston. The current building
here, will be moved to another location in the park and a larger building will take its place.

Shore Acres outgrows visitor center

.on the site, shown

in a 1921 fire. Iis replacement,
which Simpson left unfinished after
suffering economic reverses during
the Great Depression, was demol-
ished by the state after World War
1L

“When the garden was refur-
bished (in 1973}, the entrance was
redone in a modemn rather than tra-
ditional style,” he said. “The new
design will look more like some-
thing out of the 19105 or 19205,
more like the Simpson garden.”

Construction, planned to begin
in April, is expected to last about
four months and cost between
S$200,000 and $250,000, with the
Friends of Shore Acres fund-rais-
ing group contmbuting  abowt
S0, 000, said Baker.

Gift salca and information serv-
ices are temporarily being offered
in a garden house at the park,
Baker said. The current interpre-
tive center will be relocated 1o
Sunset Bay State Park 10 serve a
similar function there, he added.

FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
INFORMATION & GIFT CENTER
FROM A 24'x24’ TO A 32’'x48 ‘

ALL COMPLETED IN 2003!

Photo #1 - In January of 2003,
the contents of the Information
and Gift Center (IGC) were
moved to the only original
building left from the Simpson
era, the Garden House and the
IGC building was readied for
movement to the Sunset Bay
Campground.

Photo #2 shows the entry
untouched. In photo #3 the
large overhead beams in the
entry have been removed. This
was the first step in building the
new entry to the gardens. Photo
#4 shows the complete removal
of all the beams and decking. A
temporary fence was put in to
keep the deer out.

Photos by Luis Velasquez



Information & Gift Center Hove — Harch 19, 2003

THE 24’24’ BUILDING WAS MOVED TO SUNSET BAY CAMPGROUNDS, WHERE IT WILL BE USED AS AN INTERPRETIVE CENTER FOR SUCH PROGRAMS AS JR. BEAVER.

ON THE MOVE ARRIVING AT SUNSET BAY CAMPGROUND ANDY LA TOMME WATCHES A VERY TIGHT FIT!

Photos by Luis Velasquez



Rpododendron Sunday / Mother’'s Day — Mlap 11, 2003

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - May 10, 2003

‘Workd Photo by Lou Sannick
MOTHER'S DAY RHODODENDRON SUNDAY takes place
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Shore Acres State Park, south of
Charleston on Cape Arago Highway. Rhody experts will be
on hand to answer guestions and artists will be at work in the
botanical gardens (or in the Pavilion, if it is raining). The
Information and Gift Center has been relocated in the Garden
House while a new center is under construction. Friends of
Shore Acres will be serving free refreshments on the back
porch. Call 758-5401 for more information.
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‘CHARLES OF CHARLESTON’ EDMUNDS AND CURT HITCH OF THE BAY AREA ARTISTS ASSOCIATION
DEMONSTRATE THEIR ARTISTIC SCKILLS.

WITH THE INFORMATION & GIFT
CENTER OCCUPYING THE GARDEN
HOUSE, REFRESHMENTS WERE SERVED
BY WINNIE PITSENBERGER AND CARL

SIMINOW AT THE BACK PORCH.




Springtime Publicity Brings Yisitors to Shore Acres

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - May 23, 2003

Shore Acrew
n Howse
v ENE

The botanical
gardens at
Shore Acres
State Park are
ablaze with
color
throughout
the year. The
Friends of
Shore Acres
host open
house events
in the Garden
House period-
ically through
the year.
Events still to
come this
year include
Rose Sunday
on Father's
Day in June,
Dahlia Day in
September,
Orchids “Gems
of the Rain
Forest™ in
October and
the annual
Holiday Lights
and Open
House from
Thanksgiving
Day to the
Sunday after
MNew Year's
Day.

World File Photo

“FRIENDS OF

8. Give dad a
rose for
Father’s Day.

he Friends of Shore Acres hosts

Rose Sunday on Father’'s Day,
June 16, from 11 am. to 4 p.m. at Shore
Acres State Park, located south of
Charleston on Cape Arago Highway,

In the formal garden, rose experts will
be available o answer questions. The
South Coast Woodcarvers will have a dis-
play in the Garden House and refresh-
ments will be served by the Friends of
Shore Acres.

Cost is 83 parking fee or free with an
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Annual Parking Permit, Coastal Passport
or current campground receipt. Sponsored
by Friends of Shore Acres in partnership
with Shore Acres State Park.

On the Net:

Shore Acres State Park:
http:fwww.oregonstateparks.org/park_97

php

Date should be June 15.




Summer and Jfall Events at Shore Acres

Board Meeting June 10, 2003 - BLM Facility
President Gregg Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Directors Present: David and Shirley Bridgham, Kenn and Betty Kennedy,
Sharon Kolkhorst, Terry Richards, and Barbara Taylor. Directors Absent:
Lou Kolkhorst, Ellie Kinney-Martial, Kathi and Dennis Netter, Robynn Reed,
Timm Slater, Carl Siminow and Ralph Thomas. Guest: Larry Becker, OPRD

Minutes: MSP
Financial Report: 540,964.79

The budget committee (Barb Taylor, Gregg Nelson, David and Shirley
Bridgham, Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst) will meet before the end of June.

Information & Gift Center (IGC): Sharon Kolkhorst reported IGC sales for
May, 2003 were up 5.7% for the month and 9.35% for the year. Park Pass
sales are down 50%, but it may be that lots of folks bought the two-year
pass last year. Sharon passed around the article in RSVP featuring the
Shore Acres Gift Shop.

State Parks Report: Larry Becker, OPRD reported that the contractor has
started framing the walls of the new Information and Gift Shop, with the
project slightly behind schedule. The sign is posted concerning the funding
for the new building coming from Lottery dollars and contributions from
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.

Website Update: Lou asked Shirley to talk to Roger about adding another
page for photos. The website has been updated and includes the dates for
upcoming events.

Old Business: State Parks Day went well. Chuck Lembke served cookies and
punch. Barb Taylor and Linda Dorman worked the morning shift in the gift
shop, with the Kennedy’s taking care of the afternoon. Weather was nice.
The Kennedy’s will take care of refreshments on Rose Sunday, June 15th
and volunteers for the music concert on July 18th are set.

New Business: David Bridgham is presenting a program on the holiday
lights to the Optimists Club on June 11th at the Red Lion Inn. It was
decided to skip a Friends’ meeting in July. The next meeting - August 12.

President Nelson adjourned the board meeting at 7:55 Pm.
Respectfully Submitted, Kenn Kennedy, Secretary

Reformatted for this Album

NEW BUILDING TAKING SHAPE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JUNE 15 - ROSE SUNDAY / FATHER’S DAY
11:00 AM - 4:00 Pm

JuLy 18 - OREGON COAST MusSIC FESTIVAL GARDEN CONCERT
12:30 PMm

SEPTEMBER 27 - DAHLIA DAY
11:00 AM - 4:00 Pm

OCTOBER 4 - ORCHID DAY
11:00 AM - 4:00 PMm

NOVEMBER 27 - JANUARY 4, 2004
17TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY LIGHTS & OPEN HOUSE AT SHORE ACRES
4:00 - 10:00 Ppm EVERY NIGHT



State Park JFees Proposed — Summer of 2003

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - June 20, 2003

State parks
propose fee
additions

The Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department wants to
expand its state park day-use fee
program and will take comments
jon the proposal at a series of
meetings beginning June 25 in
Salem. The fee increases would
be phased in at 24 locations that
do not now require them.

.+ Fees are charged now for per-

mits at 26 of the 173 state parks
with day-use areas. Permits cost
53 daily, 525 for a 12-month pass
Jor 540 for a 24-month pass.

Meetings will be held at eight
Ipcations in the state, including;
W Wednesday, July 9, from
7 0 9 p.m., council chambers,
city hall, 500 Central Ave., Coos
Bay; and

B Thursday, July 17, from 7
to 9 p.m., council chambers, city
hall, 29592 Ellensburg Ave.,
Gold Beach.

South Coast parks that would
hecome fee regulated on Oet. |
include:

W Baverly Beach State Park;

B Bullards Beach State Park, two
miles north of Bandon;

B Cape Blanco State Park, nine
miles north of Port Ovford;

W Harris Beach Stale Recreation
Area in Brookings;

B Jessie Honeyman State Park
{East Woahink day-use area);

_ M Sunset Bay State Park, 12 miles
southwest of Coos Bay: and

W Wiliam M. Tugman State Park,
sight miles south of Readsport

The state would add 12 more
locations  in the  Willamette
Valley and Eastern Oregon to the
fee regulations in October 2003,

State Parks Assistant Director
Tim Wood said, in a press
release, the state is expanding the
program o provide similar levels
of services or amenities among

parks. He added that these parks

also incur significant  mainte-
nance cosls.

According to Wood, the cost

of maintaining Oregon's state
park day-use areas exceeds $28
million ezch biennium.
* The expansion, Wood added,
i5 the first significant one since
1994 when OPRD began requir-
Jing day-use permits al 24 parks
on a year-round basis.

People may comment on the
proposed changes by attending
the meetings, or by writing to
OFRD, 1115 Commercial St. NE,
Salem Ore. 97301-1002, Atn:
Colleen Rogers. They also can
comment via the Internet at
hitpifwww.oregonstateparks.org
“feedback php.

A Powerful Partnership Since 1986

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - June 24, 2003

State parks looks
to visitors’ pockets
for more funding

PORTLAND (AP) — The
state Parks and Recreation
Commission has proposed an
expansion of its fee program at
state parks.

The $3 day-use fee has been
in place in 26 of the state’s 173
day-use parks since 1994, Now
the state wants to add another 24
to the list. It would apply to
motorists, not bicyclists or those
who walk into the park.

Parks department administra-
lors project a revenue shortage in
the next 10 years and say charg-
ing fees now would help offset
it. Money from the fees would be
used for maintenance, electricity
and law enforcement.

“This is not a valid rationale
for user fees, but across America
“it's clear everyone is charging
fees,” said John Blackwell, vice
chairman of the parks commis-
sion, which sets policy for the
department. “There are adminis-
trative fees involved in using
facilities. Clearly the trend is
there. It's more than a trend.
That implementation is happen-
ing.”

Before 1994, some parks had
charged a seasonal day-use fee.
Those parks were chosen
because they were the largest in
the state, generally attracting the
most  visitors, said Richard
Walkoski, a parks department
spokesman. He said the criteria
for adding day-use fees at parks
have become more detailed. The
length of time visitors stay at the
park, how developed the park is
and the number of visitors are
considered.

Nik Blosser, a parks commis-
sioner, said he'd rather wait and
see what the economy does
before adding the fees.

Paying to play on
the South Coast?

Visitors to several South
Coast parks would pay to
play starting Oct. 1, if the
state adopts proposed fee
hikes. The parks include:

Sunset Bay State Park,
Bullards Beach State Park,
two miles north of Bandon;
Cape Blanco State Park, nine
miles north of Port Orford;
Harris ~ Beach  State
Recreation Area in
Brookings; Jessie Honeyman
State Park (East Woahink
day-use area); and William
M. Tugman State Park near
Lakeside.

“We're not in fabulous shape,
but we're in decent shape,” he
said about the parks and recre-
ation budget.

In 1998, voters approved
Measure 66, which set aside
some state lottery profits to keep
parks and beaches clean and to
restore salmon habitats.

“The public is paying for a
decent parks systems through
their support of Measure 66,"
Blosser said. “That's something
they've chosen to do, and the
parks system has done a good
job of respecting that.”

But Blackwell said that
money hasn't always been
enough.

The first of eight public hear-
ings on the fee proposal begins
Wednesday at the parks depart-
ment's headquarters in Salem.
Commissioners will vote on the
fees in September.
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If no taxes and no
fees, then what?

Oregonians who have charged state government is too
income-tax dependent likely will cheer a move by state
parks to offset a forecasted revenue shortage.

However others in the state, including South Coast resi-
dents, may not be so supportive.

Al issue is a proposal by the State Parks and Recreation
Commission to expand its
fee program — a %3 day- =
use fee that has been in I Local hearings:
place in 26 state parks for July 9, city hall,
almost a decade. The com- (Cnns B ay; Jul}J 17,

mission wants to extend . -
the fee, which applies to city hall, Gold Beach;

motorists and not bikers or €ach from 7 to 9 p.m.
those who walk into parks,
to an additional 24 parks.
The plans call for fees to be charged at a half-dozen parks
on the South Coast: Sunset Bay State Park, Charleston;
Bullards Beach, Bandon; Cape Blanco, Port Orford; Harris
Beach State Recreation Area, Brookings; East Woahink
day-use area at Jessie Honeyman State Park, Florence; and
Tugman State Park near Lakeside.

State park officials say requiring day-use fees at more
parks will provide needed funding for park maintenance,
electricity and law enforcement and will help offset a pro-
jected funding slump. But critics say the state can wait a
while to see if the additional funding really is needed.

Those opposing viewpoints are at the crux of the state’s
financial dilemma: how to find revenue to pay for state
services and upkeep without asking residents to foot the
bill. Throughout the current budget problems, Oregonians
ha%e been adamant in their determination to avoid any new
taxes. Will many of those same residents now tell state
parks officials they won't accept fees, either? And if so,
where do they expect the state to find necessary funding in
the future? The Parks Commission will be holding meetings
statewide to listen to the opinions of state residents.

If the expanded fee schedule is adopted, it will mark the
end of an era for South Coast residents accustomed to freely
enjoying an outing at the beach or a lake. For many, it also
will mark the dawning of the realization that maintaining
Oregon’s wealth of state parks costs money — and that
they’ll literally get what they pay for.
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EDITORIAL

Parks already
profit locally

Oregonians concerned about access to Oregon’s beaches
and parks could take a lesson from some South Coast resi-
dents.

The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 15 propos-
ing to add 24 facilities to its day-use system. One-quarter of
those are South Coast recreational spots: Bullards Beach,
Cape Blanco, Harris Beach, Jessie Honeyman, Sunset Bay
and William Tugman state parks. Naturally that makes this
proposal interesting to local residents and dozens of them
tumed out Wednesday night. And the great majority of
them told the parks department, “We don't want to pay to
play.”

This is a hot-button issue, Especially in this region, with
its high unemployment and decades-long economic slump,
it's asking a lot to expect residents to pay to beachcomb,
frolic in the sand and watch the breakers.

It’s not that locals don’t understand the fiscal realities of
maintaining Oregon's state parks. People in Coos and Curry
counties understand it takes money to keep these — that's
why more than 60 percent of them voted in 1998 to dedicate
some Lottery funding to parks. That's money that had been
utilized for economic development — nowheré more badly
needed than here — so in a real way, that affirmation was a
sacrifice for South Coast voters.

While the funding cloak of the parks department doesn’t
receive any general fund dollars, it's hardly threadbare, with
a budget of almost $129 million. If more money is needed,
state parks officials should look o the Legislature, which
mandates expenditures of millions of parks dollars. Perhaps
the Legislature should put on hold the directive that $2 mil-
lion per year be spent on parks acquisition — and offset
parks maintenance costs, instead.

But it wasn't so0 much what the people had to say at the
Coos Bay meeting that’s most impressive — it’s how they
said it. Instead of ranting and railing, instead of the “os-
against-them” diatribes that frequently predominate any
public hearing on spending, the South Coast residents
shared their opinions with dignity and understanding.

It’s clear South Coast residents love their parks and
respect the people who caretake them. And South Coast res-
idents have demonstrated that support with more than cour-
tesy and lottery revenues. They have volunteered thousands
of hours annually to improving the parks in this region, in
addition to greeting and educating tourists.

That's guite a mnmbuuqm and thc} uhouidn t be expect-
ed-to-pay. - more «
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Coos Bay council to ﬁght park fees

By ANDREW SIROCCHI
Staff Writor

Bonnie Koreive added one mome g
name to the list of those oppesing day-use
fees a1 Sunsel Bay State Park: the Coos Bay
City Council.

Koreivit, a Bay Area resident since
1953, stood before the council Tuesday
night and successfully lobbied the city to
issee a letter opposing a 33 parking fee to
the state legisloure and Ovegon Parks and
Recreation Department.

The timing of the fees is all wrong, she
told the council. The area’s high unem-
ployment, unger mie and [ack of money
means that any fee ot Sunsct Bay Stale
Park wiall himat lecal resadents” access to
one of the mast popular beaches in Coos
Cownly,

“Sunset Bay was very important
because you could pet there easily, you

A Powerful Partnership
Since 1986

could hrm;. the: children, you could have a
|:||q|:|, * Booreiva sad Ioll-:mlug her presen-
t'l“l.'lﬂ

=l think this is o very bad time to pul a
fee on our town beach,” she saud,

A week ago, approximately 53 people
attended a public hearing held by OPRD
rugimlmg fees al 24 stale r.L'rLa.. The vasl
majority of those attending opposed the
fees bt some also said OPRD made a good
case for its need

Business people at the bearing said
they worried the fees would harm
towrism traffic. Others simply said the
fees would harm local residents who
would find it more difficult 1o afford one
of the few free pastimes available in the
afed,

On Tuesday night, the council found lit-
tle v dispute with Koreiva or any other
Opponent.

=l think it’s imporant too,” said

Councilor  Jefil McKeown,
KI:‘T\EH 1'% Comments

“I just agree with Bonnie 100 percent,”
sard Councibor Anna Marie Larson,

Mayor Joe Benett said the city will
send its better to the city of North Bend
asking for that council 1o join the opposi-
Lo,

OPRD is proposing adding 12 parks 1o
its existing day-use fee system by Ocb. |
and adding another 12 parks o the list by
2005, Among the first 12 parks that would
be asdded are five from Brookings to
Reodsport: Horris Beach, Cape Blanco,
Bullards Beach, Sunset Bay and William
M. Tugman state parks,

The depanment hopes 10 generate abouat
514 million from the fees. once all 24
parks are added 1o the lisi.

The agency, which receives no money
from the siate’s general fund but operates
largely on grants and Lottery revenues, is

echoing
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I remc*m!mr that the City Council

here was instrumental in keeping the

beach at Sunser as our town beach.
Bay Area resident Bonnie Koraiva

maintain and aperate.

The seven-mem-
ber OPRED commis-
sion, appointed by the
governor, will decide
whether to implement
the fees during a
September - meeting,
Before that decision
13 made, however,

nod operating af o deficit bal projects a
declining stream of funds in the upcoming
Wears,

OPRD has said that a 53 fec at Sunset is
expecied to generale about 580,000 per
biennium, almost enough to make the park
self-sustaining. The park, which inclades
twor rest rooms, 38 picnic tables and an
amphitheater, costs OPRD about 390,000

,’ Koseiva and oppo-

nemts hope 1o put
enough pressore on OPRD 1w lift Sonset
Bay from the day-use fee list

It"s happened before.

About a decade ago, Korciva remem-
bered, OPRD proposed issuing similar fees
ot Sunset Bay State Park and the city
fought the charge. A similar effort might

Saé'Day-uu, Féga A8

Residents speak out on
possibility of park fees

Day-use from Page A1

in South Coast hearts and should be kept open, free

make a difference again, Koreiva hopes.

*l remember that the City Council here was
instrumental in keeping the beach at Sunsel as our
town beach,” she said.

Daughter M.J. Koreiva, a Coos Bay councilor
in the 1970s, fManked her mother following the
meeting and agreed that Sunset has a special place

of charge.

Sunset Bay.”

(In the Net:

“Sunsel, emotionally, feels like it is our town
beach,” she said. “Just about everyone 1 know that
grew up here has pictures with their kids out at

hitp:fwww.oregonstateparks.org



Petw 32°x 48° HAnformation & BGift Center Taking Shape

THE FINANCING FOR THIS PROJECT CAME FROM LOTTO PROCEEDS PLUS FUNDS FROM FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES, INC.

THE FRIENDS’ FUNDS COME FROM SUPPORT OF THE HOLIDAY LIGHTS AND
REVENUE FROM SALES IN THE ALL-VOLUNTEER INFORMATION & GIFT CENTER.

poured over the heating system. The deck on the garden side of the Info and Gift Center had been framed. The layout of the entry and deck to
front of the IGC had been framed. Things were progressing rapidly, much to the fascination of park visitors. Next came the windows, the roof,
and the dormers. After that, the columns, the new front entry concrete, and the framing of the gazebo roof.

Q s of June 7, the foundation walls and wiring conduits were in place. The foundation walls were filled with sand in preparation of the floor being




... And Progressing Picely . . .

FROM THE BOARD MINUTES OF AUGUST 12, 2003 - “STATE PARKS REPORT: LARRY BECKER, OPRD REPORTED THAT THE
INFORMATION AND GIFT CENTER IS COMING ALONG NICELY. ROOF AND WINDOWS ARE DONE; SHAKE SIDING WILL BE GOING ON
NEXT WEEK AS WELL AS THE INSULATION AND SHEET ROCK. COMPLETION STILL LOOKING LIKE END OF SEPTEMBER.”

MORE STORY AND PHOTOS IN ALBUM #17:
SEPTEMBER 1, 2003 - AuGgusT 31, 2004




Friends of Shore Aeres, Inc.

Continued in Album 17:
Annual Pear - September 1, 2003 - Qugust 31, 2004

Album 16 - Completed April 11, 2020

Book and PDF Versions

CONTENT SOURCES - FRIENDS’ MINUTES, PHOTOS,
PuUBLICITY CLIPPINGS, FRIENDS’ JOURNALS

More Information:
www.shoreacres.net — Journal/Newsletters



