
Shore Acres State Park
Before Friends - 1986
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How Friends of Shore Acres Happened Aerial and Gardens — 1986

Album 16

In 1986, the Communication Arts Group at Southwestern Oregon Community College 
decided to tell the story of Shoreacres and Shore Acres State Park by creating a multi-
image slide show to be shown at the 5th annual Multi-Image Festival in September.  

After the Festival, Shirley Bridgham asked Andy La Tomme, manager at Shore Acres State 
Park, if the park wanted a copy.  He said yes.  Not long after, Andy asked Shirley and her 
husband David if they would like to help start a Friends group – a non-profit corporation 
in association with state parks.  They said yes.
An organizational meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in Room 12 of 
Sumner Hall on the campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College.  In attendance 
were Andy La Tomme, John Bergen, Mike Bodkin, David and Shirley Bridgham, John 
Garner, Marty Giles, George Guthrie, Dick Hansen, Ron Hjort, Tony Mason, and Karen 
Wuethrich.  On that important night, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. In cooperation with 
Shore Acres State Park began a long journey of success.
The Shore Acres Story was shown in slide format to thousands of visitors for years, then 
transferred to VHS tape for easier showing.  In 2006, it was transferred to DVD.  In 2013, 
it was transformed again, this time with additional photos courtesy of Caitlin Day, James 
Mc Dermott, Sunset Bay State Park and the Coos Historical and Maritime Museum.  
Special thanks goes to Phillip Bridgham for rescuing the original sound track.
The program is about Asa Meade Simpson and his son Louis Jerome and the history of 
the magnificent estate that Louis called Shoreacres.  It continues with what Shore Acres 
State Park was like in 1986 when the slide show was created.  
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It’s time to preserve the Friends’ photos and clippings using the following:
Epson Expression 11000XL Scanner• 
Adobe Photo Shop CS-3• 
Adobe InDesign CS-3.• 
Epson Presentation Paper  - Matte• 
Epson Premium Photo Paper - Glossy• 
Epson Stylus Photo R2000 Printer• 

I will also save the album pages as PDF files.  

About the Friends’ Albums
By Shirley Bridgham - 2014
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Note from Shirley Bridgham - September 2014

The following pages (and Albums) are a chronology of the 
efforts of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., but even more than 

that, tell the tale of the enormous support that the Friends have 
enjoyed from our regional communities.

This was a movement whose time had come.  The Oregon 
State Legislature had passed “Enabling” Legislation allowing 
non-profit 501(c)3'organizations to adopt a specific State Park to 
provide educational and interpretive services to its visitors.  Well 
that’s the dry legislative speak for find a core user group that 
loves that park and let it nurture and care for it.

Shore Acres State Park, 13 miles from town, is the touchstone 
that we all bring our friends and visitors to when we want to show off the beauty of the 
Oregon south coast.  There was a built-in and pent-up desire to shower this special place 
with community pride and needed TLC.  Outreach to our communities started with the 
planning sessions with FOSA Board members and volunteers.  Dreaming of what could be, 
planning on now and the future. 

Holiday Lights at Shore Acres is a night time interpretation of the formal English style 
gardens and the reflecting pond at the oriental garden.  Historically, the original Simpson 
mansion built on the bluff at the stone wall, was a Christmas present to Louie Simpson’s wife 
Cassie.  From the very first lighting event we recognized the importance to the communities 
to open the Garden House for our visitors and start building traditions.  After 27 annual 
lightings it thrills me to hear from adults with their young family when they tell us they came 
to see the lights as kids and now they’re bringing their families to grow the tradition.

An important cornerstone to the Holiday Lights tradition is the consistency of our focus 
on major themes.  We have stayed true to who we are and where we’re at, interpreting the 
gardens with flower-lights, sculptures that are inspired by what’s found in the gardens as well 
as many marine related sculptures.  The Garden House is beautifully decorated with an old 
time (Simpson era) theme that fits this historic gardener’s cottage.

There are those certainties in life - like the tide at our ocean’s shore, the Bay and its 
tributaries - migrating geese, and the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres.  When I see or hear 
a migrating flock of Canadian Geese I get an itch I can only scratch by stringing lights at 
Shore Acres.

You will see as you turn these pages that the secret sauce has always been to engage our 
community, give credit and ownership where deserved, and always try to improve this place 
that we all love. 

Note from David Bridgham - September 2014
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. Was founded on
December 4, 1986.
1st annual year Dec. 4, 1986 - Aug. 31, 1987

1st Birthday - Dec. 4, 1987
1st Christmas Lights - Dec. 11, 1987

2nd annual Year - Sept. 1, 1987 - Aug. 31, 1988
2nd Birthday - Dec. 4, 1988

. . . And so on.  The annual year runs from September 
of one year to the end of August of the next year.

What an amazing journey it has been for David and me since 1986.  Little did we know 
when we, the Friends, decided to bring more attention to Shore Acres State Park, by 

stringing some lights to celebrate Christmas in 1987, we would begin an awesome adventure 
that continues to this day.

So many volunteers, so many supporters, so many visitors, such a great board of 
directors, and always so much excellent cooperation from park managers, rangers and staff - 
all combine to make Friends of Shore Acres, Inc, one of the most successful non-profit Co-ops 
in the state of Oregon.

All these years, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc has been truly blessed to remain an all-
volunteer organization.  It has made it possible to accomplish so many interpretive and 
physical development projects at Shore Acres.  Visit our Information & Gift Center and pick 
up one of our membership brochures and you will find an extensive list.

I’ve been privileged to create and produce our slide shows, DVD’s, and Newsletters 
and Journals.  Not to mention, designing the lights display and seeing it come together like 
theater every season.  Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it’s also a lot of fun.  David has the challenge 
of designing and producing new sculptures and maintaining the old ones.  When we read the 
comments in the guest books, we always get enthused to start the next season.

This year, I’m starting a project to preserve the Friends’ archives in physical albums  — 
this is the first album — backed up in  a digital format for easy viewing by many.  We have 
many photos, news clippings and other materials that will be included in the albums.

As I’ve started going through the archives, I’m reminded of how Friends of Shore Acres 
Inc has grown and prospered in order to help Shore Acres State Park, Sunset Bay State Park 
and Cape Arago State Park.  What a great reminder of why we do what we do.  Our hope is 
that in the future, others will experience and enjoy the same opportunities.  
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Founded December 4, 1986

“The purpose of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc  
is to participate in interpretive, educational, 

and physical development programs with 
Sunset Bay Management Unit.”

Friends of Shore Acres Inc - Bylaws
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Friends of Shore Acres
December 4, 1986 
Minutes - page 2

It was decided the scope of the organization would be discussed when bylaws were 
presented for adoption at a later meeting.

There was discussion about membership in general, voting vs. Non-voting membership 
and graduated membership fees.  Action on this was deferred until a later meeting.

A collection was taken to cover the cost of the incorporation fee.  A total of $13.00 was 
collected from the group.

It was proposed and approved that Mike Bodkin act as initial incorporator for the Friends.
Additional discussion about the purpose of the Friends took place. It was felt that the 

purposes stated in the articles of incorporation should be broad enough to allow the group 
to participate in a broad range of activities, including physical development in the park.

The agenda for the next meeting was discussed.  It was decided that bylaws and the 
setting of goals for the group would take up most of the meeting. The board was asked to 
be prepared to discuss possible goals and committee assignments for that meeting.  Dick 
Hansen was selected to lead the discussion on bylaws.

Andy La Tomme was asked to bring a copy of his park's master plan to assist in 
coordinating the goals of the Friends with those of State Parks.  He was also asked to 
prepare a draft set of bylaws, based on those used by existing cooperating associations, to 
be mailed to board members before the next meeting.

Andy La Tomme was asked to prepare a press release announcing the formation of the 
Friends with special mention of Mike Bodkin's contribution.

Karen Wuethrich was asked to prepare minutes of the meeting.
The date for a second meeting was set for January 13, 1987.  Shirley Bridgham was asked 

to arrange for a meetlng room at SWOCC.  The suggestion was made that the board consider 
a fixed meeting date, e.g., the second Tuesday of each month.  It was felt that this was a 
good idea, but no action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Wuethrich

FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

MINUTES

A meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in room 12 of Sumner Hall on the 
campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College.  In attendance were Andy La Tomme, 
John Bergen, George Guthrie, Karen Wuethrich, Marty Giles, Ron Hjort, Mike Bodkin, John 
Garner, Shirley Bridgham, David Bridgham, Dick Hansen and Tony Mason.  Andy La Tomme 
opened the meeting by giving background information about the establishment of non-
profit corporations in association with state parks.

Mike Bodkin reviewed the legal steps necessary to establish a corporation and to certify 
it as tax-exempt under federal and state laws: fees to be paid, legal liability of corporation 
members and the formation of an initial board of directors.

Discussion followed on the details of the above presentations.  The group agreed that 
a preliminary date of June, 1987 was a goal for establishing the tax-exempt status of the 
organization and that the group should forego any solicitation of funds until this status has 
been obtained.

Those present introduced themselves to the group and completed a sign-up sheet with 
their names and addresses. Each person was asked if he or she desired to serve on the initial 
board of directors.  All except Andy La Tomme, Ron Hjort, Karen Wuethrich and Mike Bodkin 
responded "yes."

Some discussion followed about the number of state park employees to be allowed 
to serve on the board at any one time.  It was generally agreed that no more than 1/4 of 
the board should be composed of state park employes, however formal action on this was 
deferred until bylaws are adopted.  It was agreed that the Sunset Bay State Park district 
manager would serve as a non-voting member of the board.  There was some discussion 
about this and it was understood and agreed that the group would not undertake any 
projects without the approval of the district park manager or his designee.

Nominations were opened for chairman.  Dick Hansen and John Bergen were nominated 
and declined.  John Garner was nominated and unanimously elected.  He conducted the 
balance of the meeting.

A motion to name the organization the "Friends of Shore Acres, Inc," was proposed, 
seconded and passed.

Mike Bodkin was named to act as legal agent for the Friends of Shore Acres (hereafter 
referred to as the "Friends") and was thanked for his work thus far.  Discussion followed 
regarding the purposes of the Friends as required for the incorporation papers. 

Mike Bodkin stated that he would use wording from a similar organization’s application 
and that he expected the incorporation papers would be returned by the next meeting.



Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Annual Year - September 1, 2002 - August 31, 2003
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Annual Meeting
President David Bridgham called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 
Directors Present: David and Shirley Bridgham, Betty Kennedy, Lou and 
Sharon Kolkhorst, Ellie Kinney-Martial, Gregg Nelson, Dennis and Kathi 
Netter, Winnie Pitsenberger, Terry Richards, Carl Siminow.   Directors 
Absent: Kenn Kennedy and Chuck Lembke
Remarks: Shirley Bridgham handed out a “Recap of Activities” sheet that 
listed most of the accomplishments of the Friends over the past year. 
(Filed with these Minutes).  It was noted that the full page of activities 
represented many volunteer hours by dedicated Friends members. 
Recognition: Prior to the report of the nomination committee, President 
Bridgham expressed appreciation on behalf of the Friends to Winnie 
Pitsenberger and Chuck Lembke for their dedicated years of service as 
volunteers for the Friends of Shore Acres.  Chuck Lembke was unable 
to attend the meeting, will still be an active volunteer, but because of 
his wife’s health he must leave the board.  Winnie was presented with a 
framed certificate for her years of service as the Gift Shop coordinator, 
trainer, Cookie baker, Cider Spice maker and all around volunteer.  
President Bridgham also presented an award to Kay Valois, for her time 
as a board member and volunteer, who left the board in November, 2001, 
when she and Bob moved to Florence.  Betty Kennedy will pass the award 
along to Kay.
Nominations: The nominating committee nominated the following for 
board positions: Shirley Bridgham, Barb Taylor, Robynn Reed and Timm 
Slater to serve for three years.  MSP Lou Kolkhorst/Barb Taylor 
The annual meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm.

Annual Meeting and Board Meeting - September 10, 2002 
Bureau of Land Management Offices, North Bend, OR

Reformatted for this Album

Board Meeting
President David Bridgham called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM. 
Directors Present: David and Shirley Bridgham, Betty Kennedy, Lou and 
Sharon Kolkhorst, Ellie Kinney-Martial, Gregg Nelson, Dennis and Kathi 
Netter, Terry Richards, Carl Siminow and Ralph Thomas.  Absent: Kenn 
Kennedy  
Election of Officers:  The nominees for officers were President Gregg 
Nelson, President-Elect Lou Kolkhorst, Secretary Kenn and Betty Kennedy.  
MSP.  David Bridgham presented the gavel to President Gregg Nelson, who 
conducted the remainder of the board meeting.
Minutes: Previously e-mailed to board members.  MSP
Financial Report: $78,968.64
Information & Gift Center (IGC): Lou Kolkhorst reported 5.5 % sales 
increase in July.  The IGC will operate out of the Garden House while the 
re-model and expansion takes place.  The month of January, 2003, will be 
mainly for moving and setting up.
State Parks Report: Ellie requested the board consider paying for the 
ramps at the Pavilion.  Will discuss at the October board meeting.
Old Business: Successful Oregon Coast Music Festival Garden Concert with 
all sundaes sold.  Pavilion Dedication was inspiring.
New Business: Dahlia Day is Sept. 21 and Orchid Day is Oct. 5, 2002.  
David submitted a written proposal as a motion for future memorials at 
Shore Acres.  MSP
Holiday Lights: Some sculptures will have movement. Carl and Robynn will 
start house decorating on Oct. 20.  Lights stringing starts Oct. 26.
The board meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.



Dahlia Day – September 21, 2002

Dahlias in front of watercolor painting 
by Merrie Holbert, Artist in the Park

Displays by the Southern Oregon Dahlia Society and Paulette Woodward in the Garden House

Friends’ Volunteers Joy and Jay Dow serve 
punch and cookies in the Garden House.

Photos by Luis Velasquez



Fall Brings Holiday Lights Setup 2002

David Bridgham, Travis and Gregg Nelson at the leaping Orca display. Steve Schneiderman, Mike Seldon
David Bridgham on lower roof, Steve 
Schneiderman & Mike Seldon up high!

Shirley Champagne-Harris
and  Donna Smith

Coos Bay Fire & Rescue - On the 
roof - Steve Schneiderman and Mike 
Seldon, on the ladder Chuck Hanner,   
Jon Eck holds the ladder.Gregg Nelson and son Travis Maxine Johannesen

Photos by Luis Velasquez - Photo I.D. L-R



Holiday Lights Setup 2002

Photos by Luis Velasquez - Photo I.D. L-R

Sid Hall and Tom Williscroft

Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst

Mid-Coast Mustang & Ford Club Bay Area Hospital

Frank Smith in the Undersea Garden Carol Ventgen and Mike Perkins

Kathy Metzger and David Barnhart

Bob Golden and Frank Smith

So many excellent volunteers make it  happen 
for thousands of vis itors to enjoy!



Garden House Decorating for Holiday Lights 2002

Photos by Luis Velasquez

Robynn Reed and her elves  Bring Order Out of Chaos Again!



Holiday Lights Publicity 2002
Coastal Living - November-December 2002

Reformatted for this Album



Holiday Lights Publicity 2002
The Whole Shebang - November 1, 2002

Reformatted for this Album



Holiday Lights Publicity 2002
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 20, 2002 THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 21, 2002

Reformatted for this Album



Holiday Lights Publicity 2002
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 30, 2002

Reformatted for this Album



Holiday Lights Illuminate the Pavilion

Reformatted for this Album

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - December 24, 2002



THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - December 28, 2002

49,000 visitors
18 nights with rain
Biggest group: 130 on Dec. 17 
     Madison School, Coos Bay

36 countries  *  2 Canadian provinces
46 U.S. states and D.C.

 (Missing: CT, NH, SC,  WV)
CITIES & TOWNS:

190 Oregon, 164 California
76 Washington, 34 Idaho & Nevada

235 Other
COMMENTS:

“Oregon’s Disneyland?  Much better!” - • 
Grants Pass
“Strikingly beautiful” - Boston• 
“Saw it in Coastal Living.” Austin, TX• 
“Must see every year!” - Concord, CA• 
“This is what made me move to Coos Bay.”• 
“Words can’t describe.” - Norwalk, CA• 
“Beautiful, wet and inspiring!” - Roseburg• 
“Sensational!” - North Bend• 
“Back again. Love it!” - Eugene• 
“Wonderful!” - Sidney, Australia• 
“It is absolutely unbelievable!” - Florence• 

Holiday Lights Publicity and 2,002 Recap

Other Notes:
(from the Board Meeting Minutes

January 14, 2003)
The leaping frog worked great.

The new L.E.D. lights looked great, but were 
a bit of a disappointment because of the 

rather high failure rate.
The Garden House looked great and kudos 
were given to Robynn and her volunteers 

for another successful holiday season.
We used 36,000 cookies and 100 cases of 

apple juice for hot apple cider.
The de-stringing of the gardens 

is well underway.

On December 29, 2002, the 
proceeds of $2,759 in garden 

House donations were donated to 
the Firefighter Fund in Coos Bay.

Information and Gift Center News
Lou Kolkhorst reported IGC sales from July to  December 2,002 were up 
11% and January 2,003 is already ahead of 2,002.  The IGC will move to 
the Garden House while the new Information and Gift Center is built.

State Park News:
Ellie Kinney-Martial reported the old IGC will be dismantled in late 
January.  It will be moved to the Sunset State Park Campground and 
used for a resource and activity center.  

Source: Friends of Shore Acres Board Meeting - January 14, 2003 - BLM Facility



Plentiful Publicity – January/February 2,003



Plentiful Publicity – January/February 2,003





Information & Gift Center 2003
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - February 12, 2003

Photos by Luis Velasquez

Friends of Shore Acres 
Information & Gift Center
From a 24’×24’ to a 32’×48 ‘

All completed in 2003!

Photo #1 - In January of 2003, 
the contents of the Information 
and Gift Center (IGC) were 
moved to the only original 
building left from the Simpson 
era, the Garden House and the 
IGC building was readied for 
movement to the Sunset Bay 
Campground.
Photo #2 shows the entry 
untouched. In photo #3 the 
large overhead beams in the 
entry have been removed. This 
was the first step in building the 
new entry to the gardens. Photo 
#4 shows the complete removal 
of all the beams and decking. A 
temporary fence was put in to 
keep the deer out.



Photos by Luis Velasquez

Information & Gift Center Move – March 19, 2003

On the move Arriving at Sunset Bay Campground Andy La Tomme watches a very tight fit!

Old entrance is gone. Getting the building ready Ready for the Move

Leaving the building site Leaving Shore AcresReady for loading

The 24’x24’ building was moved to Sunset Bay Campgrounds, where it will be used as an Interpretive Center for such programs as Jr. Beaver. 



Rhododendron Sunday / Mother’s Day – May 11, 2003
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - May 10, 2003

George Guthrie answers many questions

‘Charles of Charleston’ Edmunds and Curt Hitch of the Bay Area Artists Association 
demonstrate their artistic sckills.

With the Information & Gift 
Center occupying the Garden 

House, refreshments were served 
by Winnie Pitsenberger and Carl 

Siminow at the back Porch.



Springtime Publicity Brings Visitors to Shore Acres
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - May 23, 2003

Date should be June 15.



Board Meeting June 10, 2003 - BLM Facility
President Gregg Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
Directors Present: David and Shirley Bridgham, Kenn and Betty Kennedy, 
Sharon Kolkhorst, Terry Richards, and Barbara Taylor.  Directors Absent: 
Lou Kolkhorst, Ellie Kinney-Martial, Kathi and Dennis Netter, Robynn Reed, 
Timm Slater, Carl Siminow and Ralph Thomas.  Guest: Larry Becker, OPRD
Minutes:  MSP
Financial Report: $40,964.79 
The budget committee (Barb Taylor, Gregg Nelson, David and Shirley 
Bridgham, Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst) will meet before the end of June.
Information & Gift Center (IGC): Sharon Kolkhorst reported IGC sales for 
May, 2003 were up 5.7% for the month and 9.35% for the year.  Park Pass 
sales are down 50%, but it may be that lots of folks bought the two-year 
pass last year.  Sharon passed around the article in RSVP featuring the 
Shore Acres Gift Shop.
State Parks Report: Larry Becker, OPRD reported that the contractor has 
started framing the walls of the new Information and Gift Shop, with the 
project slightly behind schedule.  The sign is posted concerning the funding 
for the new building coming from Lottery dollars and contributions from 
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Website Update: Lou asked Shirley to talk to Roger about adding another 
page for photos.  The website has been updated and includes the dates for 
upcoming events.
Old Business: State Parks Day went well.  Chuck Lembke served cookies and 
punch.  Barb Taylor and Linda Dorman worked the morning shift in the gift 
shop, with the Kennedy’s taking care of the afternoon.  Weather was nice.  
The Kennedy’s will take care of refreshments on Rose Sunday, June 15th 
and volunteers for the music concert on July 18th are set.  
New Business:  David Bridgham is presenting a program on the holiday 
lights to the Optimists Club on June 11th at the Red Lion Inn.  It was 
decided to skip a Friends’ meeting in July.  The next meeting - August 12.
President Nelson adjourned the board meeting at 7:55 pm.
Respectfully Submitted, Kenn Kennedy, Secretary

Summer and Fall Events at Shore Acres

Reformatted for this Album

Calendar of Events
June 15 - Rose Sunday / Father’s Day

11:00 am - 4:00 pm
July 18 - Oregon Coast Music Festival Garden Concert

12:30 pm
September 27 - Dahlia Day

11:00 am - 4:00 pm
October 4 - Orchid day

11:00 am - 4:00 pm
November 27 - January 4, 2004

17th annual Holiday Lights & Open House at Shore Acres
4:00 - 10:00 pm Every Night

New Building taking shape



THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - June 25, 2003THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - June 24, 2003

State Park Fees Proposed – Summer of 2003
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - June 20, 2003

A Powerful Partnership Since 1986



THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - July 16, 2003

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - July 12, 2003

A Powerful Partnership 
Since 1986



As of June 7, the foundation walls and wiring conduits were in place. The foundation walls were filled with sand in preparation of the floor being 
poured over the heating system.  The deck on the garden side of the Info and Gift Center had been framed. The layout of the entry and deck to 
front of the IGC had been framed. Things were progressing rapidly, much to the fascination of park visitors.  Next came the windows, the roof, 

and the dormers. After that, the columns, the new front entry concrete, and the framing of the gazebo roof. 

New 32’x 48’ Information & Gift Center Taking Shape
The financing for this project came from Lotto proceeds plus funds from Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.

The Friends’ funds come from support of the Holiday Lights and 
revenue from sales in the all-volunteer Information & Gift Center. 



From the Board Minutes of August 12, 2003 -  “State Parks Report: Larry Becker, OPRD reported that the 
Information and Gift Center is coming along nicely.  Roof and windows are done; Shake siding will be going on 
next week as well as the insulation and sheet rock.  Completion still looking like end of September.”

. . . And Progressing Nicely . . .

More Story and photos in Album #17: 
September 1, 2003 - August 31, 2004



Picking up coins.    

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Continued in Album 17:

Annual Year - September 1, 2003 - August 31, 2004

Album 16 - Completed April 11, 2020 
Book and PDF Versions

Content Sources  - Friends’ Minutes, Photos, 
Publicity Clippings, Friends’ Journals

More Information:
www.shoreacres.net – Journal/Newsletters 


