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How Friends of Shore Acres Happened Aerial and Gardens — 1986

Album 26

In 1986, the Communication Arts Group at Southwestern Oregon Community College 
decided to tell the story of Shoreacres and Shore Acres State Park by creating a multi-
image slide show to be shown at the 5th annual Multi-Image Festival in September.  

After the Festival, Shirley Bridgham asked Andy LaTomme, manager at Shore Acres State 
Park, if the park wanted a copy.  He said yes.  Not long after, Andy asked Shirley and her 
husband David if they would like to help start a Friends group – a non-profit corporation 
in association with state parks.  They said yes.
An organizational meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in Room 12 of 
Sumner Hall on the campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College.  In attendance 
were Andy LaTomme, John Bergen, Mike Bodkin, David and Shirley Bridgham, John 
Garner, Marty Giles, George Guthrie, Dick Hansen, Ron Hjort, Tony Mason, and Karen 
Wuethrich.  On that important night, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. in cooperation with 
Shore Acres State Park began a long journey of success.
The Shore Acres Story was shown in slide format to thousands of visitors for years, then 
transferred to VHS tape for easier showing.  In 2006, it was transferred to DVD.  In 2013, 
it was transformed again, this time with additional photos courtesy of Caitlin Day, James 
McDermott, Sunset Bay State Park and the Coos Historical and Maritime Museum.  
Special thanks goes to Phillip Bridgham for rescuing the original sound track.
The program is about Asa Meade Simpson and his son Louis Jerome and the history of 
the magnificent estate that Louis called Shoreacres.  It continues with what Shore Acres 
State Park was like in 1986 when the slide show was created.  
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It’s time to preserve the Friends’ photos and clippings using the following:
Epson Expression 11000XL Scanner•	
Adobe PhotoShop CS-3•	
Adobe InDesign CS-3.•	
Epson Presentation Paper  - Matte•	
Epson Premium Photo Paper - Glossy•	
Epson Stylus Photo R2000 Printer•	

I will also save the album pages as PDF files.  

About the Friends’ Albums
By Shirley Bridgham - 2014
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Note from Shirley Bridgham - September 2014

The following pages (and Albums) are a chronology of the 
efforts of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., but even more than 

that, tell the tale of the enormous support that the Friends have 
enjoyed from our regional communities.

This was a movement whose time had come.  The Oregon 
State Legislature had passed “Enabling” Legislation allowing 
non-profit 501(c)3'organizations to adopt a specific State Park to 
provide educational and interpretive services to its visitors.  Well 
that’s the dry legislative speak for find a core user group that 
loves that park and let it nurture and care for it.

Shore Acres State Park, 13 miles from town, is the touchstone 
that we all bring our friends and visitors to when we want to show off the beauty of the 
Oregon south coast.  There was a built-in and pent-up desire to shower this special place 
with community pride and needed TLC.  Outreach to our communities started with the 
planning sessions with FOSA Board members and volunteers.  Dreaming of what could be, 
planning on now and the future. 

Holiday Lights at Shore Acres is a night time interpretation of the formal English style 
gardens and the reflecting pond at the oriental garden.  Historically, the original Simpson 
mansion built on the bluff at the stone wall, was a Christmas present to Louie Simpson’s wife 
Cassie.  From the very first lighting event we recognized the importance to the communities 
to open the Garden House for our visitors and start building traditions.  After 27 annual 
lightings it thrills me to hear from adults with their young family when they tell us they came 
to see the lights as kids and now they’re bringing their families to grow the tradition.

An important cornerstone to the Holiday Lights tradition is the consistency of our focus 
on major themes.  We have stayed true to who we are and where we’re at, interpreting the 
gardens with flower-lights, sculptures that are inspired by what’s found in the gardens as well 
as many marine related sculptures.  The Garden House is beautifully decorated with an old 
time (Simpson era) theme that fits this historic gardener’s cottage.

There are those certainties in life - like the tide at our ocean’s shore, the Bay and its 
tributaries - migrating geese, and the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres.  When I see or hear 
a migrating flock of Canadian Geese I get an itch I can only scratch by stringing lights at 
Shore Acres.

You will see as you turn these pages that the secret sauce has always been to engage our 
community, give credit and ownership where deserved, and always try to improve this place 
that we all love. 

Note from David Bridgham - September 2014
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. was founded on
December 4, 1986.
1st annual year Dec. 4, 1986 - Aug. 31, 1987

1st Birthday - Dec. 4, 1987
1st Christmas Lights - Dec. 11, 1987

2nd annual Year - Sept. 1, 1987 - Aug. 31, 1988
2nd Birthday - Dec. 4, 1988

. . . and so on.  The annual year runs from September 
of one year to the end of August of the next year.

What an amazing journey it has been for David and me since 1986.  Little did we know 
when we, the Friends, decided to bring more attention to Shore Acres State Park, by 

stringing some lights to celebrate Christmas in 1987, we would begin an awesome adventure 
that continues to this day.

So many volunteers, so many supporters, so many visitors, such a great board of 
directors, and always so much excellent cooperation from park managers, rangers and staff - 
all combine to make Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. one of the most successful non-profit Co-ops 
in the state of Oregon.

All these years, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. has been truly blessed to remain an all-
volunteer organization.  It has made it possible to accomplish so many interpretive and 
physical development projects at Shore Acres.  Visit our Information & Gift Center and pick 
up one of our membership brochures and you will find an extensive list.

I’ve been privileged to create and produce our slide shows, DVDs, and Newsletters 
and Journals.  Not to mention, designing the lights display and seeing it come together like 
theater every season.  Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it’s also a lot of fun.  David has the challenge 
of designing and producing new sculptures and maintaining the old ones.  When we read the 
comments in the guest books, we always get enthused to start the next season.

This year, I’m starting a project to preserve the Friends’ archives in physical albums  — 
this is the first album — backed up in  a digital format for easy viewing by many.  We have 
many photos, news clippings and other materials that will be included in the albums.

As I’ve started going through the archives, I’m reminded of how FoSA has grown and 
prospered in order to help Shore Acres State Park, Sunset Bay State Park and Cape Arago 
State Park.  What a great reminder of why we do what we do.  Our hope is that in the future, 
others will experience and enjoy the same opportunities.  
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Founded December 4, 1986

“The purpose of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. 
is to participate in interpretive, educational,

and physical development programs
with Sunset Bay Management Unit.”

FoSA Bylaws
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Friends of Shore Acres
December 4, 1986 
Minutes - page 2

It was decided the scope of the organization would be discussed when bylaws were 
presented for adoption at a later meeting.

There was discussion about membership in general, voting vs. Non-voting membership 
and graduated membership fees.  Action on this was deferred until a later meeting.

A collection was taken to cover the cost of the incorporation fee.  A total of $13.00 was 
collected from the group.

It was proposed and approved that Mike Bodkin act as initial incorporator for the Friends.
Additional discussion about the purpose of the Friends took place. It was felt that the 

purposes stated in the articles of incorporation should be broad enough to allow the group 
to participate in a broad range of activities, including physical development in the park.

The agenda for the next meeting was discussed.  It was decided that bylaws and the 
setting of goals for the group would take up most of the meeting. The board was asked to 
be prepared to discuss possible goals and committee assignments for that meeting.  Dick 
Hansen was selected to lead the discussion on bylaws.

Andy LaTomme was asked to bring a copy of his park's master plan to assist in 
coordinating the goals of the Friends with those of State Parks.  He was also asked to 
prepare a draft set of bylaws, based on those used by existing cooperating associations, to 
be mailed to board members before the next meeting.

Andy LaTomme was asked to prepare a press release announcing the formation of the 
Friends with special mention of Mike Bodkin's contribution.

Karen Wuethrich was asked to prepare minutes of the meeting.
The date for a second meeting was set for January 13, 1987.  Shirley Bridgham was asked 

to arrange for a meetlng room at SWOCC.  The suggestion was made that the board consider 
a fixed meeting date, e.g., the second Tuesday of each month.  It was felt that this was a 
good idea, but no action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Wuethrich

FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

MINUTES

A meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in room 12 of Sumner Hall on the 
campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College.  In attendance were Andy LaTomme, 
John Bergen, George Guthrie, Karen Wuethrich, Marty Giles, Ron Hjort, Mike Bodkin, John 
Garner, Shirley Bridgham, David Bridgham, Dick Hansen and Tony Mason.  Andy LaTomme 
opened the meeting by giving background information about the establishment of non-
profit corporations in association with state parks.

Mike Bodkin reviewed the legal steps necessary to establish a corporation and to certify 
it as tax-exempt under federal and state laws: fees to be paid, legal liability of corporation 
members and the formation of an initial board of directors.

Discussion followed on the details of the above presentations.  The group agreed that 
a preliminary date of June, 1987 was a goal for establishing the tax-exempt status of the 
organization and that the group should forego any solicitation of funds until this status has 
been obtained.

Those present introduced themselves to the group and completed a sign-up sheet with 
their names and addresses. Each person was asked if he or she desired to serve on the initial 
board of directors.  All except Andy LaTomme, Ron Hjort, Karen Wuethrich and Mike Bodkin 
responded "yes."

Some discussion followed about the number of state park employees to be allowed 
to serve on the board at any one time.  It was generally agreed that no more than 1/4 of 
the board should be composed of state park employes, however formal action on this was 
deferred until bylaws are adopted.  It was agreed that the Sunset Bay State Park district 
manager would serve as a non-voting member of the board.  There was some discussion 
about this and it was understood and agreed that the group would not undertake any 
projects without the approval of the district park manager or his designee.

Nominations were opened for chairman.  Dick Hansen and John Bergen were nominated 
and declined.  John Garner was nominated and unanimously elected.  He conducted the 
balance of the meeting.

A motion to name the organization the "Friends of Shore Acres, Inc," was proposed, 
seconded and passed.

Mike Bodkin was named to act as legal agent for the Friends of Shore Acres (hereafter 
referred to as the "Friends") and was thanked for his work thus far.  Discussion followed 
regarding the purposes of the Friends as required for the incorporation papers. 

Mike Bodkin stated that he would use wording from a similar organization’s application 
and that he expected the incorporation papers would be returned by the next meeting.
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Annual Year - September 1, 2012 - August 31, 2013

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. - Annual Meeting Highlights
September 11, 2012 – Shore Acres Garden House

Annual Meeting
Call to Order: President Shirley Bridgham called the annual Friends of Shore •	
Acres meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Those present were:  Board members David 
Bridgham, Shirley Bridgham, Joan Clifton, Jack Gilham, Vee Elliott, Betty Kennedy, 
Kathy Metzger, Dennis Netter, Kathi Netter, Robynn Reed, Dell Willis and Guests 
Preson Phillips, Ellie Kinney-Martial and Roberta Willis.
Welcome, Introductions and Remarks:  Shirley distributed a list of •	
accomplishments of the Friends of Shore Acres from September 2011 through 
August 2012. A lot of good things happened this past year!
Nomination of Board Members: David Bridgham, Nominations Coordinator •	
presented a slate of renewing board members. David Bridgham, Joan Clifton, 
Jack Gilham, Betty Kennedy and Dell Willis were nominated to serve for three 
(3) years, with terms expiring in Sept. 2015. MSP (Dell/Vee) to accept the 
nominations for Board members and passed unanimously.
Adjournment: The annual meeting was adjourned at 7:07 PM and the group •	
enjoyed ice cream sundaes and a tour of the new IGC storage building, new 
interpretative panels in the Observation building and the new decking and rails 
under way at the entrance. All projects were pronounced well done!

Friends Accomplishments September 2011 - August 2012
Information &  Gift Center had ongoing success	•	

Successful 25th annual Holiday Lights season in 2011 with an est. 57,768 visitors•	

“25th Anniversary of Friends of Shore Acres and 25th Holiday Lights” - DVD shown at •	
Celebration Dinner at The Mill Casino, January 21, 2012; Andy LaTomme was keynote speaker; 
more than 100 people in attendance (story and pictures in Annual Summer Journal)

New Web Site designed by Allan Ledesma, EPUERTO; Web site maintenance ongoing  - •	
Shirley, Lou

Upgraded Wildblue Satellite service for faster upload and better resolution•	

Annual Journal - Summer 2012 (7th full color; 16 pages) mailed to more than 500 people •	
on the Friends’ mailing list: includes members,  financial supporters, and volunteers

Successful annual flower day events and music festival concert - board members and volunteers•	

Provided funding for new plants, plant signs, and other park projects•	

Updated and reprinted Sunset Bay Special Places brochure in full color•	

Updated and reprinted Rhododendron brochure in full color•	

Updated and reprinted Membership brochure in full color•	

Provided funding for new IGC Storage Building designed by Stuart Woods, AIA and built by Americorp•	

Provided funding for new Trex decking at the Garden Entrance; project completed by Bob •	
Dixon and Shutter Creek work crew

Completed new interpretive panels for the Observation Building.  Director of this project is •	
Stephanie Miller with help from Ellie Kinney-Martial, Pam Stevens, Shirley and David Bridgham.  
Bob Dixon and crew will install the final Garden Panel at the entrance to the formal gardens.

Changed budget year to annual January-December cycle.  Developed plan and budget for •	
projects to be completed by Dec. 31, 2013 (see budget)

Holiday Lights 2012 planning and preliminary work in separate report at Board Meeting.•	



Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. - Board Meeting Highlights
September 11, 2012 – Shore Acres Garden House

Old Business:
Betty reported Bonsai Day went well and the upcoming Dahlia and Orchid Days •	
are well organized.
David and Shirley presented a list of 30 items that have been completed in •	
preparation for the 26th annual Holiday Lights and summarized the efforts with 
"We are ready!" (to string the lights!)
Kathy Metzger has the Holiday Lights Hosting schedule completed with the •	
exception of Christmas Eve.
Kathi Netter has scheduled the Cider Spice making event on Wednesday, •	
October 10th, tentatively at 10 AM.

New Business: 
Shirley re-introduced the topic of creating job descriptions by handing out a draft 
outline her position as "Program Development Director: and her Co-Chair position 
with David as the Holiday Lights coordinator. Board members occupying other 
positions were asked to contribute their job functions and responsibilities in a 
similar format.  A new membership brochure has been made, making credit card 
payments an option.

Next Board Meeting:  Tuesday, October 9, 2012 – 7 PM at the Coos Bay Visitor Center

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathi Netter, Secretary

Board Meeting
Call to Order:  Outgoing President Shirley Bridgham passed the gavel to the new 
President Dennis Netter who called the regular board meeting to order at 7:52 
PM.  Directors present: David Bridgham, Shirley Bridgham, Joan Clifton, Vee 
Elliott, Jack Gilham, Betty Kennedy, Kathy Metzger, Dennis Netter, Kathi Netter, 
Robynn Reed, and Dell Willis. Directors excused: Lou Kolkhorst, Sharon Kolkhorst, 
Timm Slater, Barb Taylor
Guests:  Preson Phillips (OPRD), Ellie Kinney-Martial (OPRD) and Roberta Willis

Nominations of President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer: David Bridgham, 
Nominations Coordinator presented nominations for officers to serve one year 
beginning September of 2012: Dell Willis for President-Elect, Kathi Netter for 
Secretary, and Barb Taylor for Treasurer. MSP (Shirley/Robynn) to accept the 
nominations and approved unanimously.
Minutes: MSP (Dell/Dennis) to accept the minutes of 2011.

Financial Report: Barb Taylor was unable to attend the meeting, so the 
treasurer's report was deferred until the October meeting.

Information and Gift Center: Lou and Sharon were unable to attend the meeting, 
so the IGC report was deferred until the October meeting.

State Parks Report: Preson and Ellie presented the State Parks report:
The IGC storage building is scheduled to be finalized with the architect on •	
Thursday, September13, 2012.
Some seasonal staffing is staying a bit longer.•	
The box hedges have been trimmed and are ready to have lights strung on them.•	
Kitchen and bath flooring in the Garden House is to be replaced•	
Ellie will be attending diversity training•	
The new trail work is going well. With the grant received, work is continuing in earnest.•	
A bear was sighted August 18th eating huckleberries.•	
ODOT will fix the slump in the road before Holiday Lights (at a cost of $3600).•	

AARS Hot Cocoa



Autumn News and Special Event
Dahlia Day - September 13, 2012

Display in the Garden House by Members of the 
Southern Oregon Dahlia SocietyIt is the goal of the Friends of Shore Acres for the 

garden to be a gem among the many gems of 
the South Coast with features that continually 

attract thousands of admirers.  This is the vision that 
has maintained the tradition along with the strong 
hard-working, cooperative nature of the Friends of 
Shore Acres Members and Board of Directors This past 
year has seen the continuation of the many on-going 
events that make Shore Acres a lively place year 'round, 
as well as the completion of improvement projects 
that blend in so well, they are hardly noticeable as 
new. The recently completed storage building located 
to the west of the Information and Gift Center, mirrors 

the design of the larger structure to its side and nestles under the trees as if it had been 
there for years. The replacement decking surface at the entrance welcomes visitors with 
solid footing in the wettest weather. Window restoration/replacement in the Garden 
House maintains the historic elements that make it interesting.

The Board is fortunate to have some outstanding, dedicated, and talented people 
willing to serve. Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst manage the Information and Gift Center 
(IGC) in the most professional and progressive manner. Barb Taylor serves as an 
exceptionally precise treasurer. Betty Kennedy and Vee Elliott keep volunteers 
organized and on-track. Jack Gilham, Joan Clifton, Dell Willis and his wife Roberta 
are very gifted "worker bees," always on site, doing whatever needs to be done. 
Robynn Reed is the creative force that makes the magic of the Garden House 
happen each year. Kathy Metzger and Dawn Buxton (our newest member of the 
Board) organize holiday host teams and tree decorators.  And David and Shirley 
Bridgham—well, they do everything and anything!

But of course, it isn't just the Board of Directors who make these things happens. A 
dedicated Park Staff keeps the buildings, pond, paths and plantings in tip-top shape, 
accommodating seasonal changes in stride. Local businesses are generous with their 
support of materials and funds. Dino and Cindy Coolen organize holiday entertainers 
and volunteers in large numbers readily assist in the Holiday Lights setup and 
takedown (and what a group that requires every year!).  And park hosts and Friends 
volunteers help keep the Information and Gift Center humming. I guess we all enjoy 
being part of something that is open to all and highlights our special place.

The Board meetings are held the second Tuesday evening of the month (except 
November and December) at 7 PM at the North Bend Public Library Conference room.  
The meetings are congenial, well organized, fast paced and guests are always welcome.  

Message from Incoming President Dennis Netter



State Parks Recognition Lunch – September 19, 2012

Park Manager Preson Phillips thanks the volunteers 
and Ranger Pam Stevens hands out prizes.

(L-R) Calum Stevenson and David Bridgham(L-R) Maxine Johannesen, Betty Kennedy, Jerry Harris, 
Shirley   Champagne-Harris, and Vee Elliott(L-R) Maxine Johannesen and Joan Clifton



Holiday poster created; copies made at Wegferds’; ready •	
for distribution
Lights plan is done except for a few modifications.•	
LED Lights failures replaced by company•	
LED Lights (additional and backup ) lights ordered, •	
received, unpacked and greased
Octopus lights sculpture - powder coated and restrung •	
with LED rope lighting
Holiday Lights brochure developed and produced•	
Parking coupons printed•	
Lights pledge campaign packets mailed with responses •	
coming in ($4,334.50 to date)
In the process of mailing thank-you cards, posters, and parking •	
coupons to lights pledge donors.
Mailed brochures and holiday posters to south coast visitor centers and media outlets•	
New Undersea Garden frame built by Jack; panels for lights made by David; Mike Perkins and •	
Carol Ventgen are pre-stringing lights on the panels and will set up the display after the new 
frame is put up by the Shutter Creek crew.
New lights sculptures by David - 3 Koi carp to be placed in pond•	
Orca whale lights sculpture stripped, design fixed by David B. and Don McMichael; David has put •	
new rope lights on it.
Dahlia light sculpture stripped, repaired by Jack; has been powder coated; Jack & Joan have put •	
new LED red rope lights on it.
New warm white lighted “Flower” units are being created by Jack and Joan.•	
Robynn Reed is coordinating the house decorating.•	
Kathi Netter is coordinating the cider spice production.•	
Kathy Metzger is coordinating the host schedule.•	
Dawn Buxton is coordinating the tree decorators.•	
Dino and Cindy Coolen are organizing entertainers.•	
Christmas trees have been ordered (26 LG; 4 MD donated by Dave Hannah of Dave’s Trees) for delivery •	
by Oct.. 30.  To be “planted” Oct. 31 - Nov. 2.  Tree decorators start Nov. 3.
Fred Meyer letter has been sent with tentative confirmation.•	
Sanicans have been ordered.•	
In the process of updating the plant tags for setup.•	
Postcards with lights setup schedule have been mailed to core volunteers.•	
Preliminary Lights setup starts October 1.  Lights stringers come to help beginning Oct. 13•	
Bingo and Ginger Sawyer, are moving to Florida, so we have 2 days of housekeeping to fill.  Jack and •	
Joan have offered to do one of them, in addition to the 2 days they already do.
Dell has made almost 1,000 buttons with the help of a new electric button machine.•	
Ordered cups and napkins from Coastal Paper and Supply for delivery Nov. 13•	
Ordered chili from Wendy’s for pickup Oct. 12, 19, and 26•	

Friends’ 26th Birthday and 26th annual Holiday Lights – December 2012
26th annual Holiday Lights 2012 - Progress Report - Co-Chair - Shirley and David Bridgham



. . . Valiant and Valuable Volunteers 2012 . . .

Shirley and David Bridgham
Holiday Lights Co-Chair since 1987

Volunteers from the Boys and Girls Club 
- Heidi Baer, Chelsey Corum, Todd Minch, 
Ben Cordoza, Jackie Pierce, CeAndra 
Nelson, Jessica Kohl, Jeremiah Wilson, 
Cassidy Keller, Adrien Engstrom, Chance 
Espinosa, Casey King

Roberta Willis gets snacks and lunch ready.Shirley Champagne-Harris hangs lights on a Christmas tree.

Cheryl Baldwin is a great new volunteer. Mid Coast Mustang and Ford Club decorate their tree.



. . . Juniors and Seniors Alike! . . .

North Bend High School Key Club gets instructions from David Barnhart (blue Vest, Center). Dell Willis hangs lights on the tall Cryptomeria.

Alan King strings lights in the rain. Ray Daniels hangs lights on a pine by the pond.
Jack Gilham and Joan Clifton not only make the 
popular flower cluster lights, they put them up.



 . . . Inside and Outside . . .

Dave Barnhart hands the Frog Display’s splash to Dell Willis 
and David Bridgham.

Coos Bay Fire & Rescue volunteers take care of the lights on 
the Garden House with direction from David Bridgham (on 
porch roof).

Mike Reed installs wires for the 
lighted houses in the bookcase.

David Bridgham directs ORCA setup.  Shutter Creek 
Corrections crew sets up the largest sculpture displays, 
all the Christmas trees and more.

Kathy Metzger strings lights at the pond. 4-H Straight Shooters (L) Leader Shirley Bower, (R) Julia Ross 
and her mom Jennifer De Marce (C)



THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. -  November 17, 2012

 . . . Plentiful Publicity . . .



THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. -  November 17, 2012



THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. -  November 17, 2012

Three Koi fish underwater are new at this year’s Holiday Lights at Shore Acres State Park.  The annual light display will open to the public 
Thanksgiving evening and run each night through Monday, Dec. 31.  The hours are 4-9:30 p.m. each evening.  This year, they have about 
300,000 lights in the garden displays.

Photo by Lou Sennick



. . . Shore Acres Day and Night “Shoretastic” . . .

T
he 26th annual Holiday Lights at Shore Acres State Park 
saw an estimated 47,336 visitors despite 7.49” of rain 
(5.77” more than 2011).  Visitors came from 28 countries 
from Argentina to Yemen and 45 states and Washington, 

D.C.   Oregon cities numbered 211; California cities numbered 120; 
Washington cities numbered 74; and cities and towns from other 
states numbered 201.  

The new Koi lighted sculptures underwater in the lily pond 
drew wonderful reviews as did the 300,000 LED lights, 48 lighted 
sculptures, 26 large Christmas trees and landscape lighting on the 
giant evergreens that surround the gardens and pond.

Welcoming host teams and refreshments in the beautifully 
decorated garden house and excellent entertainers in the pavilion 
completed a perfect picture of this very successful community 
tradition on Oregon’s Adventure Coast.

Some of the wonderful comments from visitors: I feel like I’m in 
a Christmas movie- so beautiful! Alaska;  Looks like jewelry! - Blue 
Ridge, Georgia;  A Miracle! - Reedsport, Oregon; and  Shoretastic! - 
Gig Harbor, Washington.  

Shore Acres “Wave” - Rembrandt of the Sea - as described by Samuel 
Boardman, first Oregon State Parks Superintendent
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LED Lights, Leaping Frog sculpture, underwater lights on the Herons and 
new lighted Koi sculptures underwater drew wonderful reviews.

Springtime blossoms and Herons reflections at the Lily Pond



—  Traditional and Magical Garden House . . . and Visitors’ Comments —

Chloe Eberlein (L) and Robynn Reed (“House Decorator 
Extraordinaire) hang garland in the living room.

Living room with historical photos.

Bed & Breakfast Bedroom

Bedroom with Lighted Houses Collection

. . . Holiday Lights 2012 – An Estimated 47,336 Visitors . . .
28 Countries from Argentina to Yemen  45 States and Washington, D.C.  

Cities and Towns: 211 Oregon;  120 California;  74 Washington; 201 cities & towns from other states

Coos Bay, OR - Love the new lights in the Koi Pond!•	
Coquille, OR - Yearly Family Tradition!•	
Corvallis, OR - Love it!  We’ll be back.•	
Eugene, OR - An Annual Pilgrimage•	
Eugene, OR - More than we imagined.•	
Federal Way, WA - Our favorite place for lights.•	
Florence, OR - We come every year and love it!•	
Fremont, CA - It is all so beautiful. •	
Friendswood, TX - Beautifully done in a Natural Landscape!•	
Gig Harbor, WA - Shoretastic!•	
Gleneden Beach, OR - Best in the Northwest!•	
Grants Pass, OR - Perfectly Magical!•	
Harrisburg, OR - Gorgeous! We’re 1st Timers!•	
Hawaii - Very artistic and beautiful!! •	
Hidden Valley, CA - Love Santa in the bathtub.•	
Kenai, AK - Greeeaattt•	
Lincoln City, OR - Worth the trip!•	
McKinleyville, CA - Coming back every year!•	
Mill Creek, WA - Love the LEDs! Koi are awesome!!!•	
Monroe, OR - A Winter Wonderland!!•	
Newberg, OR - What a way to start the holidays.•	
North Bend, OR - Fish are fabulous!•	
Oakridge, OR - Worth the trip•	
Olympia, WA - Love it every year.•	
Panama City, FL - On my Bucket List!•	
Pleasant Hill, CA - Completely awesome!•	
Portland, OR - Our 10th year! Still great.•	
Portland, OR - More lights than ever! Exquisite.•	
Reedsport, OR - A Miracle!•	
Reedsport, OR - Such a sweet house!•	
Roseburg, OR - So many plants still in bloom! Thanks!•	
Salem, OR - Unlike anything we’ve ever seen!•	
Seattle, WA - Love the hummingbird•	
Silsbee, TX - Speechless•	
Silverton, OR - Amazing community volunteerism!•	
Sweet Home, OR - Such an inspiration!•	
The Dalles, OR - The house is lovely!•	

Alaska - I feel like I’m in a Christmas movie - so beautiful!•	
Arcata, CA - 20th year - still spellbinding!•	
Australia - EPIC!!!•	
Blue Ridge, GA - Looks like jewelry!•	
Centralia, WA - Long drive well worth it!•	

Tigard, OR - Super Fantastic•	
Toledo, OR - Wonderful, Wonderful, Wonderful•	
Turlock, CA - Breathtaking•	
Ventura, CA - So romantic!•	
Vernonia, OR - A “Bucket List” trip - Beautiful!•	



Special Thanks to Fred Meyer -  21st Year of 
donating 100 cases of frozen apple juice for hot 
apple cider and 10 cases of frozen pink lemonade 
for punch and discounts on cookies.

LED Lights  
5,667	  Shinglehouse Auto Wreckers
4,467	 Abel Insurance Agency-Harry & Francie Abel  *
3,334	 Cornelia & Don Barnhart  *
2,100	 The Portside Restaurant  *
2,000	 Coastal Paper & Supply-Bob & Johanna Dillard  *
1,667	 Huggins Insurance-Bob & Janet Huggins  *
1,540	 Prudential Seaboard Properties, Inc.  *
1,400	 Azalea Acres, Inc.- Richard, Betty, Steven & Wesa Liles  *
	 Best Western Holiday Motel  *  David & Shirley Bridgham  *
	 Coos Bay Grocery Outlet-Patricia & Sven Backman & Crew  *
	 Edgewater Inn Motel, Coos Bay  *
	 J. W. White Painting-Jay & Melody White *
	 The Mill Casino-Hotel  *  Jim & Diane Verger  *
1,334	 Nancy Robinson  * 
1,125	 Coos Bay Fire & Rescue  *
1,050	 Michael A. Gordon, CPA (Not Your Basic Bean Counter)  *
1,000	 Barbara Mills  *
   713	 Tom’s Lock & Key-Steve & Cathy Clark  *
   700 	 Art Connection  *  Benetti’s Italian Restaurant  *
	 Bob’s Appliance-Bob & Gayle DePeal  *
	 Books by the Bay  *   Ray Gapp   *
	 Honda World  *  Miller’s at the Cove  *
	 James & Ellen Montalbano  *
	 Northwestern Mutual-Dick & Jan Vigue  *
	 Pacific Corp/Pacific Power  *
	 Ted Jay Terry, DMD & Staff  *
	 Thomas & Sons Transportation  *  
   667	 This Olde House B & B-Sally White  *
   400	 Charleston Harbor Inn in memory of John A. Castro  *
   360	 Cedar Electric & Construction, Inc.  *
	 High Tide Cafe LLC - Carol Rodde & Steve Raplee  *
   350 	 Charleston Merchants Association  *
	 James & Archina Davenport  *
	 Gold Coast Truck Repair-Butch & Jacque Shields  *
	 Betsy Groben  *  Kevin & Diane Keiser in memory of
	      Heidi Nerbovig & Berneice Lange  *
	 North Bend Lanes-Bob, Mark, & Marianna Mattecheck  *  
	 North Point, Inc. * Shoji Planning, LLC-Crystal & Gene Shoji  * 
	 Slippery Slope Soap Shop-Pauline & Ron Vierra  * 
	 Weldon & Sons  *  Donald & Priscilla Zobel  * Special Thanks to Roto Rooter- Jim and Mike 

Collatt - 9th Year of providing “Santacans” 
at a substantial discount.

Pelicans and Garden House at dusk.

Center path to the Lily Pond and Uplighted Evergreens Undersea Garden with new frame by Jack Gilham and 
blue water panels by David Bridgham and Mike Perkins.  
Setup by Jack Gilham, Mike Perkins and Carol Ventgen

Awesome Pond Reflections

. . . Holiday Lights 2012 – Another Successful Season . . .
— Lights Pledge Supporters . . . and Favorite Garden Scenes —



. . . Friends Information & Gift Center (IGC) . . .

Sharon and Lou,
I don’t know if you remember my husband and me from our summer respite in Oregon.  We stumbled 
upon what we consider an Oregon Gem, Shore Acres, a visit with you two (talking about our bicycle 
trek and you kidded me when I asked if you had any raffles left) and the sweet lady that passed out 
her original photo greeting cards.  I bought a paper tablet there that had the darling gardener’s house 
on the front, and I take it to work meetings, and the picture has become my happy place in those 
boring meetings and makes me smile . . .  You truly do a wonderful job and were delightful hosts!  
Sometimes people don’t take the opportunity to thank people that they have met on the journey 
through life.  So, we thank you and wish you a lovely autumn and blissful holiday season.  I know you 
both are probably ramping up to “deck the gardens” for the holiday, have fun.
	 Warmest regards,
		  Pamella and Eric Petty

By Lou Kolkhorst, IGC Co-Manager
An all-volunteer operation managed by Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst

The Information and Gift Center, also referred to 
as the IGC or Gift Shop, is primarily focused on 
providing information for the many visitors to 

Shore Acres State Park.  It is also a fun place to work and 
visit with people from all over the world. Finally, we hope 
it is a fun place for you to find items that reflect our local 
area as related to plants, gardening, wildlife, sea life, native 
culture and the history of our area. First, we try to find 
items produced locally . . . then made in Oregon or in the 
United States . . . and finally worldwide to achieve this.  All 
IGC proceeds remain at Shore Acres to help enhance the 
park’s beauty.

Currently, we are producing the majority our own 
postcards from local photographers and printed locally so 
that they relate to what you see in our park.  They are sold 
only in our gift shop.  They relate to our Gardens, Holiday 
Lights, and other activities in our park and the local area.

We work with our vendors to produce our photos and images on products such 
as coasters, blankets, clothing, coffee mugs and various other items that reflect your 
memories from your visit to our area.

DVDs produced locally by the Friends of Shore Acres include Gardens Above the 
Waves – an overview of the gardens, the park, the sea lions, the famous “Wave” and 
scenes of our popular Holiday Lights display; The Shoreacres Story that tells the history 
of Shore Acres and the Simpsons; as well as a Holiday Lights screensaver.   Watch for a 
new DVD of Holiday Lights scenes set to music, coming in November, in time for the 27th 
annual Holiday Lights at Shore Acres.   

We invite you to come and enjoy Shore Acres State Park and the formal gardens and 
take home a memory of your visit from our shop.  

Beadworx Crab

Beadworx by Grass-Roots

Ornamental glass, holiday lights, lighthouses, 
and original ornaments are popular items.

Looking Back . . . Email message to Sharon and Lou, Sept. 28, 2012

Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst

MANY 

ITEMS MADE 

BY LOCAL 

ARTISTS AND 

VENDORS 

USING LOCAL 

PRODUCTS 



A lot is going on in the park this year. Visitors and patrons 
alike can count on the gardens, the views, the trails, 
and the beaches being ready for them to recreate 

and relax. Our volunteers and staff work diligently to provide 
memorable experiences for park visitors. 

Attendance is up by 8-14%, depending on the portion of the 
park.  Interpretive programs, many staffed by the Friends’ grant 
funding, have seen even higher increases in attendance. Many 
small improvements and repairs (too numerous to list here) are 
complete and adding to the park experience we provide. Other 
projects and garden improvements are in the planning stages.

One of the more visible 
projects this year is the fuel 

reduction effort. Underway 
about 1 mile south of the park entrance along Cape 
Arago Highway, this project is being completed with 
parks operations and natural resources funding. The 
goals of the project being: fuel load reduction, removal 
of trees declining due to Port Orford Cedar death, 
and the eventual planting of disease-resistant cedar 
trees. Due to a myriad of reasons, this project allowed 
only manual labor, no mechanization.  The cutting is 
complete, the piles of debris are stacked and ready for 
controlled burning when fire season is over.  This method prevents the possible spread of 
the pathogen. 

Please accept my thanks to each of you for such commitment to our community treasure.  

By Preson Phillips, Park Manager - June 11,2013

One of the more visible 
projects this year is the 
fuel reduction effort. 
Underway about 1 mile 
south of the park entrance 
along Cape Arago Highway, 
this project is being 
completed with parks 
operations and natural 
resources funding. 

Controlled burn to reduce fuel.

Debris ready for burning.

. . . News from Sunset Bay Management Unit . . .

Fire crews are part of the process.
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This magnificent Monterey 
Pine was planted by Louis J. 
Simpson in the early 1900’s.  

An unbroken and living link in history, 
the Simpson era, and heritage is ours 
to enjoy and gain a real sense of 
connection to the past.

Original plantings include the 
two Monterey Pines – the Oregon 
Heritage Tree and its slightly smaller 
companion just to its north side.  
The Monterey Cypress trees at the 
north entrance of the gardens also 
are original plantings.  They are truly 

magnificent sentinels that have lived through and continue to mark 
history at the gardens as it unfolds.

The foundation of Friends of Shore Acres Inc. is deeply rooted in 
the history and heritage of the Simpson story, Shoreacres estate, 
and the showcase that became Shore Acres State Park.  The Oregon 
Heritage Tree designation places this tree on the cultural and heritage 
map in Oregon for travelers from around the world.  Cultural and 
heritage travelers are seeking out these places and their stories as 
they tour through our area.  They will learn the history of this special 
place we all love and they will leave with a greater appreciation of its 
place in history.  Our Oregon Heritage Tree is that living link.

It was an honor for Friends of Shore Acres to co-host the dedication 
of the inclusion of the Shore Acres Monterey Pine into the OHT registrar.  
We were joined by Craig Leech, Chair of the Oregon Heritage Tree 
Committee, Annie von Domitz, Oregon Travel Experience Heritage 
Program Administrator and invited guests that included L. J. Simpson’s 
daughter Barbara Simpson Griffin, Thomas Griffin and their son Kim.

We have one more great thing to brag about when we bring our 
family and friends to Shore Acres’ beautiful gardens.  

Note: The Shore Acres Monterey Pine is located near the 
Greenhouse.  It was recognized in 2002 as the largest of its species 
in the United States by the National Register of Big Trees.
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Oregon Heritage Tree
Shore Acres Monterey Pine - Pinus Radiata

Circumference - 208 inches  *  Approx. Height - 95 feet
Approx. Age - 100 years  *  Dedicated by Heritage Tree 
Committee,  Oregon Travel Experience -  June 2013 -
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Barbara Simpson Griffin unveils the Oregon 
Heritage Tree plaque.  Joining her are David 
Bridgham, Craig Leech and Preson Phillips.

Preson Phillips, Park Manager, Sunset Bay Management 
Unit, visits with Marjorie Simmons, Barbara Simpson 
Griffin, Kim Griffin and Thomas Griffin.

. . . Shore Acres Monterey Pine Accepted
Into the Class of 2013 Oregon Heritage Trees . . .

Living History Celebrated at Shore Acres - June 28, 2013
By David Bridgham, Friends’ Founder, Past President and Board Member



Rhododendron Sunday / Mother’s Day - May

Dawn Buxton, Kat Flores and Kathy Metzger serve 
cookies, coffee and punch in the Garden House. 

S.W.O.R.S. members Ed Kreutzer, Craig Atkins, Mike 
Kelly, Mary Ann Kreutzer, and Ellyn Atkins are ready 
to answer questions. 

Annual Events – Tradition!

Members of the SouthWestern Oregon Rose Society (S.W.O.R.S.) 
set up a beautiful display of roses in the Garden House. 

Rose Sunday / Father’s Day - June

Members of the Southwestern Oregon Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society always take part 
in Rhododendron Sunday on Mother’s Day with a display of cut rhodies and expert advice for visitors. 



Dahlia Day - SeptemberBonsai Day - August

Every fall, the dahlias in the formal gardens are complemented by the Southern Oregon 
Dahlia Society display in the Garden House.  

Orchid Day - September

Members of the Pacific Orchid 
Society display their Gems of 

the Rain Forest. 
Bay Area Bonsai Society members 

display their beautiful bonsai 
plants  in the Garden House. 

The 35th annual Oregon Coast Music Festival in July featured the It’s About Time Jazz Band 
sponsored by the Friends of Shore Acres.   Kathi Netter, Andrew Netter and Roberta Willis 
sell the very popular raspberry sundaes and Lemonade. 

Oregon Coast Music Festival Concert - July

Annual Events – Tradition!

Experts answer visitors’ questions and Friends volunteers serve cookies, coffee and punch in the Garden House.  



Shore Acres – The Place for Projects
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Thanks
!

The IGC’s climate controlled storage facility, designed by Stuart Woods, 
is completed.  Stuart also designed, built and donated the screen for 
the propane tank.

Pergola was replaced with new structure 
built by Bob Dixon and his excellent crew.

New Pergola

New Trex Decking

New Storage 
Facility

Thanks
!

These projects were funded by Friends of Shore Acres Inc. as part of its Physical Development Programs Mission



By Stephanie Miller, Interpretive Park Ranger
From The Shoreacres Story to Shore Acres State Park and more . . .

Interpretive Panels Project “Worth the Wait!”

Almost a year has passed since the new interpretive panels were installed at Shore Acres State 
Park.  They were a long time coming, but well worth the wait!  

The panel project began on March 31, 2010 with a meeting to put the idea of 10 new 
interpretive panels into action.  The panel team was made up of Friends of Shore Acres representatives 
David and Shirley Bridgham,  Park Manager Preson Phillips, Park Rangers Ellie Kinney-Martial and Pam 
Stevens, and Interpretive Park Ranger Stephanie Miller.  Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. would fully fund the 
panels as part of its interpretive mission.

The Oregon State Parks  “How to Get Interpretive Projects Done” was used as a guiding document to 
ensure specific goals were met while developing the panels.  The goals were to help answer common 
visitor questions about Shore Acres’ history and natural resources and to guide visitors to other areas of the 
management unit to continue the overall story of our parks.

Just as the project was ready to move out of the concept phase and into the design phase, a spending freeze 
was implemented within Oregon State Parks.  During that time, the scope of work was completed and the 
beginning steps of hiring a design team were put into motion.  

Lodestar Design won the bid.  In May 2011, the panel team met with Lodestar to tour the park and 
discuss the design of the panels.  This involved scanning more historic and garden photos, obtaining 
photos of the geology, the wildlife and whales and writing the text to go with them.  With the design 
moving forward, review . . . after review . . .  after review . . .  the panels slowly began to take shape. 

Finally, in the spring of 2012, the panels were ready to be fabricated by Aardvark Graphics.  Full scale 
proofs were printed and after some last minute edits, the panels were ready for production in July of 
2012.   On September 10, 2012,  ten interpretive panels were delivered and installed – nine into a freshly 
painted observation building, and one on the new deck at the gardens’ entrance.

Although the project took two and a half years, the final outcome was worth the wait.  There has 
been a lot of positive feedback on the new panels.  As you walk in to the observation building, you can 
now see visitors actually reading the panels.  Visitors are more interested in the stories of Shore Acres 
and the surrounding parks.

In February of 2013, the Statewide Interpretive 
Team (now known as the Visitor Experience Team) 
had its meeting at Shore Acres State Park. Those 
attending the meeting were able to see the new 
panels and tour Shore Acres.  They were impressed 
with not only the panels but the park as a whole 
and truly appreciative of what the Friends have 
been able to help accomplish at Shore Acres. 

Panels’ Photos Courtesy of:
Mike Baird•	
Shirley Bridgham•	
Caitlin Day Collection•	
Kevin Cole•	
Coos Historical & Maritime Museum•	
Steve Dimock•	
Susan Dimock•	
Barbara Simpson Griffin•	
Memo Jasso•	
Roy Luck•	
Jim McDermott•	
Moralea Milne•	
NOAA•	
Jose Eugenio Gomez Rodriguez•	
Sunset Bay Collection•	
Luis Velasquez•	



Panel # 1 - The Shoreacres Story - Louis J. Simpson Legacy



Panel # 2 - Founder of a Fortune - Captain Asa Meade Simpson



Picking up coins.    

Panel # 3 - The Next Generation - Louis J. and Cassie Simpson



Panel # 4 - Shoreacres Mansion - Fulfilling a Vision



Panel # 5 - Losses and Changes - Shoreacres in the 1920s



Panel # 6 - Transitions - From Shoreacres to Shore Acres



Panel # 7 - Our Dynamic Coast -

Panel # 8 - Life on the Rocks -



Panel # 9 - Our Biggest Visitors -

 . . . Wildlife Panels in Place . . .



Panel # 10 - Welcome to Shore Acres Gardens -

 . . . Welcome Panel in the Gardens’ Entrance . . .



Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Continued in Album 27:

Annual Year - September 1, 2013 - August 31, 2014

Album 26 - Completed Feb. 20, 2021 
Book and PDF Versions

Note: Album Completed During the 
Coronavirus-19 Pandemic of 2020-21

Content Sources  - FoSA Minutes, Photos, 
Publicity Clippings, FoSA Journals

More Information:
www.shoreacres.net – Journal/Newsletters 


