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Shirley Bridgham

Shore Acres State Park
Before Friends - 1986

Ward Robertson

Shirley Bridgham

I

How Friends of Shore Acres Happened

Aerial and Gardens — 1986

n 1986, the Communication Arts Group at Southwestern Oregon Community College
decided to tell the story of Shoreacres and Shore Acres State Park by creating a multiimage slide show to be shown at the 5th annual Multi-Image Festival in September.
After the Festival, Shirley Bridgham asked Andy LaTomme, manager at Shore Acres State
Park, if the park wanted a copy. He said yes. Not long after, Andy asked Shirley and her
husband David if they would like to help start a Friends group – a non-profit corporation
in association with state parks. They said yes.
An organizational meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in Room 12 of
Sumner Hall on the campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance
were Andy LaTomme, John Bergen, Mike Bodkin, David and Shirley Bridgham, John
Garner, Marty Giles, George Guthrie, Dick Hansen, Ron Hjort, Tony Mason, and Karen
Wuethrich. On that important night, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. in cooperation with
Shore Acres State Park began a long journey of success.

The program is about Asa Meade Simpson and his son Louis Jerome and the history of
the magnificent estate that Louis called Shoreacres. It continues with what Shore Acres
State Park was like in 1986 when the slide show was created.

Shirley Bridgham

The Shore Acres Story was shown in slide format to thousands of visitors for years, then
transferred to VHS tape for easier showing. In 2006, it was transferred to DVD. In 2013,
it was transformed again, this time with additional photos courtesy of Caitlin Day, James
McDermott, Sunset Bay State Park and the Coos Historical and Maritime Museum.
Special thanks goes to Phillip Bridgham for rescuing the original sound track.
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Ward Robertson

About the Friends’ Albums

Shirley Bridgham

Aerials - 1986

It’s time to preserve the Friends’ photos and clippings using the following:
• Epson Expression 11000XL Scanner
• Adobe PhotoShop CS-3
• Adobe InDesign CS-3.
• Epson Presentation Paper - Matte
• Epson Premium Photo Paper - Glossy
• Epson Stylus Photo R2000 Printer
I will also save the album pages as PDF files.

Ward Robertson

By Shirley Bridgham - 2014
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Note from Shirley Bridgham - September 2014
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. was founded on
December 4, 1986.
1st annual year Dec. 4, 1986 - Aug. 31, 1987
1st Birthday - Dec. 4, 1987
1st Christmas Lights - Dec. 11, 1987
2nd annual Year - Sept. 1, 1987 - Aug. 31, 1988
2nd Birthday - Dec. 4, 1988
. . . and so on. The annual year runs from September
of one year to the end of August of the next year.

W

hat an amazing journey it has been for David and me since 1986. Little did we know
when we, the Friends, decided to bring more attention to Shore Acres State Park, by
stringing some lights to celebrate Christmas in 1987, we would begin an awesome adventure
that continues to this day.
So many volunteers, so many supporters, so many visitors, such a great board of
directors, and always so much excellent cooperation from park managers, rangers and staff all combine to make Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. one of the most successful non-profit Co-ops
in the state of Oregon.
All these years, Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. has been truly blessed to remain an allvolunteer organization. It has made it possible to accomplish so many interpretive and
physical development projects at Shore Acres. Visit our Information & Gift Center and pick
up one of our membership brochures and you will find an extensive list.
I’ve been privileged to create and produce our slide shows, DVDs, and Newsletters
and Journals. Not to mention, designing the lights display and seeing it come together like
theater every season. Yes, it’s a lot of work, but it’s also a lot of fun. David has the challenge
of designing and producing new sculptures and maintaining the old ones. When we read the
comments in the guest books, we always get enthused to start the next season.
This year, I’m starting a project to preserve the Friends’ archives in physical albums —
this is the first album — backed up in a digital format for easy viewing by many. We have
many photos, news clippings and other materials that will be included in the albums.
As I’ve started going through the archives, I’m reminded of how FoSA has grown and
prospered in order to help Shore Acres State Park, Sunset Bay State Park and Cape Arago
State Park. What a great reminder of why we do what we do. Our hope is that in the future,
others will experience and enjoy the same opportunities.

Note from David Bridgham - September 2014

T

he following pages (and Albums) are a chronology of the
efforts of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc., but even more than
that, tell the tale of the enormous support that the Friends have
enjoyed from our regional communities.
This was a movement whose time had come. The Oregon
State Legislature had passed “Enabling” Legislation allowing
non-profit 501(c)3'organizations to adopt a specific State Park to
provide educational and interpretive services to its visitors. Well
that’s the dry legislative speak for find a core user group that
loves that park and let it nurture and care for it.
Shore Acres State Park, 13 miles from town, is the touchstone
that we all bring our friends and visitors to when we want to show off the beauty of the
Oregon south coast. There was a built-in and pent-up desire to shower this special place
with community pride and needed TLC. Outreach to our communities started with the
planning sessions with FOSA Board members and volunteers. Dreaming of what could be,
planning on now and the future.
Holiday Lights at Shore Acres is a night time interpretation of the formal English style
gardens and the reflecting pond at the oriental garden. Historically, the original Simpson
mansion built on the bluff at the stone wall, was a Christmas present to Louie Simpson’s wife
Cassie. From the very first lighting event we recognized the importance to the communities
to open the Garden House for our visitors and start building traditions. After 27 annual
lightings it thrills me to hear from adults with their young family when they tell us they came
to see the lights as kids and now they’re bringing their families to grow the tradition.
An important cornerstone to the Holiday Lights tradition is the consistency of our focus
on major themes. We have stayed true to who we are and where we’re at, interpreting the
gardens with flower-lights, sculptures that are inspired by what’s found in the gardens as well
as many marine related sculptures. The Garden House is beautifully decorated with an old
time (Simpson era) theme that fits this historic gardener’s cottage.
There are those certainties in life - like the tide at our ocean’s shore, the Bay and its
tributaries - migrating geese, and the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres. When I see or hear
a migrating flock of Canadian Geese I get an itch I can only scratch by stringing lights at
Shore Acres.
You will see as you turn these pages that the secret sauce has always been to engage our
community, give credit and ownership where deserved, and always try to improve this place
that we all love.
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Founded December 4, 1986

“The purpose of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
is to participate in interpretive, educational,
and physical development programs
with Sunset Bay Management Unit.”
FoSA Bylaws
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
FRIENDS OF SHORE ACRES
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
MINUTES
A meeting was held on December 4, 1986 at 7:30 pm in room 12 of Sumner Hall on the
campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College. In attendance were Andy LaTomme,
John Bergen, George Guthrie, Karen Wuethrich, Marty Giles, Ron Hjort, Mike Bodkin, John
Garner, Shirley Bridgham, David Bridgham, Dick Hansen and Tony Mason. Andy LaTomme
opened the meeting by giving background information about the establishment of nonprofit corporations in association with state parks.
Mike Bodkin reviewed the legal steps necessary to establish a corporation and to certify
it as tax-exempt under federal and state laws: fees to be paid, legal liability of corporation
members and the formation of an initial board of directors.
Discussion followed on the details of the above presentations. The group agreed that
a preliminary date of June, 1987 was a goal for establishing the tax-exempt status of the
organization and that the group should forego any solicitation of funds until this status has
been obtained.
Those present introduced themselves to the group and completed a sign-up sheet with
their names and addresses. Each person was asked if he or she desired to serve on the initial
board of directors. All except Andy LaTomme, Ron Hjort, Karen Wuethrich and Mike Bodkin
responded "yes."
Some discussion followed about the number of state park employees to be allowed
to serve on the board at any one time. It was generally agreed that no more than 1/4 of
the board should be composed of state park employes, however formal action on this was
deferred until bylaws are adopted. It was agreed that the Sunset Bay State Park district
manager would serve as a non-voting member of the board. There was some discussion
about this and it was understood and agreed that the group would not undertake any
projects without the approval of the district park manager or his designee.
Nominations were opened for chairman. Dick Hansen and John Bergen were nominated
and declined. John Garner was nominated and unanimously elected. He conducted the
balance of the meeting.
A motion to name the organization the "Friends of Shore Acres, Inc," was proposed,
seconded and passed.
Mike Bodkin was named to act as legal agent for the Friends of Shore Acres (hereafter
referred to as the "Friends") and was thanked for his work thus far. Discussion followed
regarding the purposes of the Friends as required for the incorporation papers.
Mike Bodkin stated that he would use wording from a similar organization’s application
and that he expected the incorporation papers would be returned by the next meeting.

Friends of Shore Acres
December 4, 1986
Minutes - page 2
It was decided the scope of the organization would be discussed when bylaws were
presented for adoption at a later meeting.
There was discussion about membership in general, voting vs. non-voting membership
and graduated membership fees. Action on this was deferred until a later meeting.
A collection was taken to cover the cost of the incorporation fee. A total of $13.00 was
collected from the group.
It was proposed and approved that Mike Bodkin act as initial incorporator for the Friends.
Additional discussion about the purpose of the Friends took place. It was felt that the
purposes stated in the articles of incorporation should be broad enough to allow the group
to participate in a broad range of activities, including physical development in the park.
The agenda for the next meeting was discussed. It was decided that bylaws and the
setting of goals for the group would take up most of the meeting. The board was asked to
be prepared to discuss possible goals and committee assignments for that meeting. Dick
Hansen was selected to lead the discussion on bylaws.
Andy LaTomme was asked to bring a copy of his park's master plan to assist in
coordinating the goals of the Friends with those of State Parks. He was also asked to
prepare a draft set of bylaws, based on those used by existing cooperating associations, to
be mailed to board members before the next meeting.
Andy LaTomme was asked to prepare a press release announcing the formation of the
Friends with special mention of Mike Bodkin's contribution.
Karen Wuethrich was asked to prepare minutes of the meeting.
The date for a second meeting was set for January 13, 1987. Shirley Bridgham was asked
to arrange for a meetlng room at SWOCC. The suggestion was made that the board consider
a fixed meeting date, e.g., the second Tuesday of each month. It was felt that this was a
good idea, but no action was taken.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Wuethrich
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Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Annual Year - September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. - Annual Meeting Highlights
September 15, 2015 – Shore Acres Garden House
Annual Meeting
•

Call to Order: President Sharon Kolkhorst called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm.

•

Directors present: David Bridgham, Shirley Bridgham, Betty Kennedy, Sharon Kolkhorst,
Lou Kolkhorst, Dell Willis, Ray Daniels, Dawn Buxton, Kathy Metzger, and Robynn Reed.

•

Directors excused: Joan Clifton, Vee Elliott, Barb Taylor, Roberta Willis

•

Guests: Preson Phillips (OPRD), Ellie Kinney-Martial (OPRD), Kathi and Dennis Netter.

•

Welcome remarks were given by President Sharon Kolkhorst along with her thanks for all
of the help and support from Board members and volunteers she has received this year.

•

Annual Membership Meeting Report: Lengthy report of the Friends accomplishments
(Sept 2014-Aug 2015) was passed out and is filed with the minutes - Shirley Bridgham.

•

Nominations of Board Member - David Bridgham, Nominations Coordinator:

•

Jack Gilham passed away on October 20, 2014. Dell Willis has declined being nominated
for another 3-year term. Therefore, the Nominations Coordinator nominates David
Bridgham, Joan Clifton and Betty Kennedy to serve for three (3) years, with terms expiring
in Sept. 2018. According to the Bylaws of Friends of Shore Acres inc., “The Board of
Directors will be composed of three (3) to fifteen
(15) members.” When these nominees are
re-elected to the Board, the total number of
Directors will be thirteen (13). Report is filed
with the minutes - David Bridgham

•

Motion to cast an unanimous ballot for the slate
of Board members nominated. MSP: Lou/ Betty

•

Sharon Kolkhorst presented outgoing
Board Member, Dell Willis, with a plaque of
appreciation for his many years of service to the
Friends of Shore Acres.

•

Sharon Kolkhorst passed the gavel to our 2015-16
President Kathy Metzger.

•

Adjournment - 7:17 pm

(l-r) Sharon and Kathy

Social Break - cider “taste testing”and raspberry sundaes
(Raspberries provided by Kathi and Dennis Netter)

Historic Garden House is the site of the
Friends’ Annual Meeting every September.
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Annual Meeting Report - September 15, 2015 - by Shirley and David Bridgham (Reformatted for Album)
Friends Accomplishments September 2014 - August 2015
Physical Development Programs
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provided funding to replace cedar in pavilion
Provided funding to restore garden benches with redwood
Provided funding for new sidewalk to south rose garden
Provided funding to replace artificial turf at pavilion
Provided funding for new plants and garden needs
Provided funding for WYFI Internet at park host sites

Interpretive/Educational Programs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Provided funding for the Rocky Shores Naturalist
Interpretive Ranger
Information & Gift Center (IGC) - Ongoing Success
40 postcards (25 colorized historical, 8 re-order, 7 new) created and produced
New items created, produced and added to IGC inventory
Holiday Lights DVD updated and produced
Holiday Lights Screensaver updated and produced
Produced supply of DVDs; added Code # to cases
Web Site - Ongoing maintenance and updating
Boxwood Blight brochure created and produced
Rose Card revised and produced
Garden Map Card revised and produced
Gifts and Memorials brochure revised and produced
Membership and History brochure updated and produced
Simpson Reef brochure - checked on needs of SEA
(Shoreline Education for Awareness) - will reprint in 2016
Annual Journal Summer 2015 (16 pg, full color) created,
produced and mailed to 474 people on the Friends’
mailing list that includes members, financial supporters
and volunteers
Annual Journal PDF e-mailed to Allan for web site
Archival Project Ongoing – completed scans of all past
publicity clippings

Infrastructure
•
•
•
•
•

Membership database updated
Membership campaign completed
Gifts and Memorials Program ongoing
Annual tax report completed and filed
Annual plan for OPRD completed - see plan for
other ongoing expenses funded by FoSA

Special Event 2015
•

Garden Club Convention at The Mill Casino Shore Acres display/brochures setup

Annual Events

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Orchid Day
Dahlia Day
Rhododendron Sunday/Mother’s Day
State Parks Day
Rose Sunday/Father’s Day
Oregon Coast Music Festival Garden Concert
Bonsai Day

Holiday Lights
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Successful 28th annual Holiday Lights Season in 2014
with an estimated 45,558 visitors
Complete stats posted on www.shoreacres.net
Successful holiday lights takedown, inventory, etc.
Lights 2015 plan done and book revised
Lights 2015 tags done
Lights 2015 ordered and received
Lights unpacked and being greased
Half set lights being done
Seagull sculptures and controller done
Crab sculptures and controller done
New Poles for Pelican sculptures done
Buttons done
Tree letter revised and e-mailed to Dawn
Host book returned to Kathy
Holiday Lights brochure revised and produced
Holiday Lights Sculptures brochure revised and produced
Holiday Lights Poster created and produced
Publicity packets mailed to Information Centers and
Media Outlets
Lights Pledge campaign requests mailed
Lights Pledge responses in process
Garden House - new curtains ordered, decorating started
Fred Meyer order of Apple juice, lemonade and
cookies e-mailed to Donna Koski, Coos Bay
Dave Hannah contacted about Christmas trees
Day Ship contacted about storage and delivery of cookies
Vend West contacted about storage and delivery of
apple juice and lemonade

In Process:

Shasta Daisies and Ladybug
sculpture added in 2014

•
•
•
•
•
•

Roto Rooter request letter
Lights Setup Postcard to be mailed
Trees Decorating Scheduling
Host Scheduling
Entertainment Scheduling
Housekeeping Scheduling

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Annual Year - September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016
Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. - Board Meeting Highlights
September 15, 2015 – Shore Acres Garden House
•

Call to Order - President Kathy Metzger called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm.
Directors present and excused: Same as Annual Meeting; Guests: Preson Phillips
(OPRD), Ellie Kinney-Martial (OPRD), Kathi and Dennis Netter, Dell Willis

•

Board Officers Election - David Bridgham, Nominations Coordinator,
nominates the following to serve as officers for one year beginning September
of 2015: Ray Daniels, President Elect - The President Elect will serve as President
for one year beginning Sept. 2016. David Bridgham, Secretary; Barb Taylor,
Treasurer. Motion to cast an unanimous ballot for the slate of Board Officers
nominated. MSP: Lou/Shirley

•

Review of Minutes (August 18, 2015) - Minutes were approved as presented.
MSP: Lou/Robynn

•

Financial Report - Quarterly report will be presented at our Oct. 20th Board meeting.

•

Information & Gift Center (IGC) Report - Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst: Sales
are up 15% for the year. Even for August. Lou showed a picture of the new IGC
shopping bag decorated with holiday lights photos

•

•

Co-op Conference registration forms are available. Lou and Sharon are going.
Other board members are welcome to join them. Expenses to be reimbursed by
FoSA. Registration deadline is Sept 30.
State Parks Report - Ellie Kinney-Martial - Summer season coming to a close last big event September 19th - the 30th annual Chevy Show ‘N’ Shine - expected
to be the last. Club has very few active members and not able to continue this
event. After Dahlia Day, September 26th, staff will be gearing up for Holiday
Lights. Cal Lewis is working on replacement doors for the observation building.
Art in the Park Grant 2016 - Scenes from Shakespeare plays, May 7-8 and 14-15.
Four scenes to be performed each day between 1:00 and 4:00 pm; two at the
pavilion and two in south rose garden. Would have Garden House open all 4 days
with FoSA volunteers if interested and/or park hosts. Would Friends be willing
to provide refreshments and rental equipment from Big Tents? Met with Dave
Hannah (Big Tents) to discuss renting a tent (size to be determined), stage (8’x16’)
and 100 chairs - 50 for pavilion and 50 for tent - will bring estimate of cost to
October meeting.

•

Old Business - Orchid Day and Dahlia Day volunteers have been scheduled
- Betty Kennedy- Orchid Day - am - Billy and Brian Bergstrom and Patty
Curtis; pm Betty Kennedy and Betty Owens
Dahlia Day - AM - Dell and Roberta Willis; PM Betty Kennedy and Frank Wait

•

Holiday Lights - Lights pledges are coming in. Start date for stringing lights
is Oct. 17th. Ellie asked for a notice sent to volunteers about the smoking
ban at state parks. We don’t have a direct line of communication to all
volunteers, but will notify all contact people of the groups that volunteer.
Holiday Lights Hosting, 2 spots to be filled, over 60 groups and an extra day
this year.- Kathy Metzger
Holiday Lights Sponsored Trees - Three (3) groups have dropped out this
year, but we have a waiting list of 19. - Dawn Buxton
Holiday Lights Cider Spice making, date to be set. - Kathi Netter
Holiday Lights detailed activities included with annual meeting report.

•

New Business - 2 Fourth grade classes have been asked to help make “kids”
ornaments for the child’s upstairs bedroom tree. Robynn will look at samples.

•

Next meeting - Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2015 - North Bend Public Library 7:00 pm.

•

Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 pm.
Respectfully submitted, David Bridgham, Secretary

September Brings New President and President-Elect
Officers’ Term - September of one year to end of August the next year. President-Elect becomes next President

Message from The President
By Kathy Metzger, President 2015-16

Greetings!
I can’t believe it’s August already, where
has the year gone?
Last summer when David Bridgham
talked to me about taking on the
President-Elect’s role, I was more than
happy to say yes. I’m a “behind the
scenes” type of person and like to get in
there and get the job done!
I first started working with the Friends
by helping put up the holiday lights, which
I still do as much as I can and then was brought on to the Board by
Kenn Kennedy more than a decade ago. Shirley Bridgham asked
if I would take on coordinating the Hosts during the Holiday Lights
several years ago – a job that can be challenging but lots of fun!
I look forward to working with the Board, the State Parks staff
and all our volunteers this year. While many projects have been
completed there are always new ideas, which help make Shore Acres
State Park the gem of the South Coast.

Message from The President-Elect
By Ray Daniels, President-Elect 2015-16

Greetings from the New Guy on the Friends of
Shore Acres Board. Although I am a native of
Coos County, born and raised in Myrtle Point, I
have really only been actively involved with FoSA
since I created the Ship sculpture in 2010.
I was involved in a couple of projects that go
back further than that but I’m really a newcomer
when you look at the dedicated people on the
FoSA Board of Directors. When I interact with
the other members of the board I am always
amazed at the amount of time and dedication
these board members have given to FoSA. Shirley and David Bridgham
are my biggest heroes among this group, as the original visionaries
who saw the potential and the need to form Friends of Shore Acres and
nearly 30 years later dedicate ever more hours every year to see our
mission through to fulfillment. So, when David came around and asked
if I would consider the President-Elect position for the upcoming year, I
couldn’t say No!
So here we go, embarking on another year of “Participating in
Interpretive, Education, and Physical Development Programs with the
Sunset Bay State Park Management Unit” as our Bylaws state. It’s
going to be a bit of a challenge as my involvement has always been
primarily in the Holiday Lights aspect of our many endeavors, but we all
need new challenges to keep us young. So I’ll try my best to be active
and involved in the activities FoSA offers year-round at the park.
I look forward to working with the Board to see the Visions and
Projects brought to us by the State Parks Staff through to fruition. I also
want to thank all of the volunteers, all total there are about 1,600 of
you, who help make Shore Acres State Park the gem of the South Coast,
by contributing your time and support to Friends of Shore Acres.
Storm or Shine, come out and Enjoy the Park.

Kathy stringing lights in 2011

September Also Brings Dahlias Day
Dazzling Dahlias Display by the Southern Oregon Dahlia Society and Refreshments by the Friends

(l-r) Joan Clifton, Frank Waite and Betty Kennedy

Activities Update . . .
By Shirley Bridgham, Journal Editor

E

ach summer, our annual Journal highlights the
preceding year’s many activities and projects that
fulfill the Friends’ mission. Our Board of Directors
and members, the success of our Information and Gift
Center (IGC), the support of the Holiday Lights and other
Friends’ activities, and our cooperation with the Oregon
Parks and Recreation Department make it all possible.
Physical Development Programs Since Last Summer
New redwood benches, new artificial turf at the pavilion,
replacement of cedar at the pavilion, new exposed
aggregate walkways at the south end of the garden.

Interpretive/Educational programs Since Last Summer
Art in the Park grants awarded • New brochures Sculpture Displays • Boxwood Blight • Updated brochures
and rack cards - History and Membership • Garden
Map • Roses • Gifts and Memorials • Holiday Lights •
Shoreacres Historical Postcards Colorization Project
Annual Events Since Last Summer
Shore Acres’ Holiday Lights - Thanksgiving thru New
Year’s Eve • Bonsai, Orchid and Dahlia Days - August and
September • Rhododendron Sunday/Mother’s Day and
Rose Sunday/Father’s Day • Oregon Coast Music Festival
Garden Concert
The Holiday Lights event – this year is
our 29th – continues to be a rewarding
experience, not only for David and me, but
for all the wonderful and exceptional people
who share in its creation each season.
If you want to have a fun time, just
come out and string some lights, share a
chili and hot dogs lunch and enjoy some
great company. We work rain or shine
from 10 am to 3 pm on Saturdays and
Sundays, beginning October 17th.
And whether you can help or not, be
sure to come and See the Lights!

29th Annual Holiday Lights
At least 325,000 LED Lights
Thanksgiving - New Year’s Eve
Nov. 26 – Dec. 31, 2015
4:00 pm - 9:30 pm (every night)
Look for new lighted sculptures in the
entrance and in the Undersea Garden.
And as always, the beautifully decorated
Garden House, welcoming hosts with
hot cider, punch, coffee and cookies,
and live entertainment in the Pavilion.
Lights Setup starts Oct. 17th
To help: 541-756-5401
bridgham@epuerto.com

Coming Soon . . .

. . . Holiday Lights – Making Magic . . .
David and Shirley Bridgham
Co-Chair Since 1987
Lights Stringers – 2015

Cheryl Baldwin, David Barnhart, Laura Beth Barton, Bruce
Beauchamp, Shirley & David Bridgham, Dawn and Stewart Buxton,
Shirley Champagne-Harris, S. Clark, Joan Clifton, Ray Daniels, Bill
Davis, Russell Earl, Susan Ferguson, David Forkner, Edith Forkner,
Dawn Hughes, Kimberly Humbert, Allen King, Joanie Lawrence,
Kathy Metzger, Sharon Miller, Mike Perkins, Carol Ventgen, Dell
& Roberta Willis, Coos Bay Garden Club - Henry Johnson, Linda
Johnson, Mary Kerr, Mary Robertson, Elizabeth Robertson, Michi
Sherwood, Sharon Tedrow, Char Young, Southwestern Oregon
Community College: - Baseball Team and Softball Team
Garden Areas - Bay Area Kiwanis - Bill McCaffree, Roxanne
McCready, Mike & Beth Gipson, Mert Greif, Oscar Johnson, Marty
Kulick, John Lemos, Allison Richards, Ellen & Dan Thompson,
Scott Traylor, Patrick Varga
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Cryptomeria and Butterflies - Charleston
Fire & Rescue - Captain Rusty Shield, Chris
Owens, Jennifer Powers, Ed Rhodes, and
Friends’ volunteer Dell Willis

HOLIDAY TREES - Donated by Dave Hannah - Dave’s Christmas Trees
- Lots at Farr’s True Value Hardware and Next to Pony Village
Theaters, North Bend *

David Bridgham and Bill Davis put up the
new animated seagull sculptures in the
Gazebo Entrance to the Gardens.

Tree Decorating Coordinator - Dawn Buxton
* AM VETS Post 10 * Bay Area Hospital Auxiliary * Bay Clinic LLP
* Bikers for Christ, Coos County Chapter * Bonneville Power
Administration * CH2M Hill * * Chappelle Enterprises * City of
Coos Bay * Coos County Radio Club * Cutting Edge Hair Designs *
Girl Scouts of Oregon & SW Washington * H.O.G. (Harley Owners
Group) * Kairos NW * Les’ Sanitary Service Inc * Mid Coast
Mustang and Ford Club * Oregon Coast Community Action *
Oregon State Parks Volunteers and Staff * Pacific Coast Corvette
Club * Pigeon Point Dairy Queen * Ruby Tuesdays Red Hat Society
* South Coast Cruisers Car Club * South Coast Education Service
District * South Coast Office Supply * Southwestern Oregon
Community College * South Coast Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
* Subzero Motorsports *
SCULPTURES - SETUP - David Bridgham, Ray Daniels, Bill Davis, Mike
Perkins, Carol Ventgen, Dell Willis, Shutter Creek Correctional
Officers & Work Crews

Bill Davis

. . . Holiday Lights – Making Magic . . .

Garden Area South of Pavilion - North Bend High School Key Club

Coos Bay Fire Department volunteers high up
on the Garden House - L-R Jason Guenther, Andoni

Amuchastegui and Ben Rolicheck

Coos Bay Fire Department - Other Volunteers

Back row: Ella Hutcherson, Olivia Wee, Alissa McCord, Jorney Baldwin, Jose Garcia, Ginny Gonzales,
Sara Frings, Hunter Bierce, Brody Steele, Tyler Harper, Bryce Shelton, Nicole Grover, Meagan Morlan,
Karl Stuntzner-Gibson * Middle row: Alice Keating, Athena Rodriguez, Thomas Mitchell, Claire West,
Allie West, Whitney Crawford-Decker, Elizabeth Salathe, Drew Diefenbaugh, Pam Romanko, Bob Romanko
* Front row: Ethan Salathe, Seth Frings

Gabe Ouellette, Walter Herzog, Yolonda Lawes, Frank Kaiser, Danielle Espinoza,
Tyler Leman, Wayne & Roxanne Steward, Cody & Amber Carlson, Jonathan
Hagerty, Brandon Amaral, Brooke Spencer, Travis Martin, Jeff Adkins

Harley Owners Group - L-R Terry Petty,

George Woolcock, Tony Dub, MaryAnn Dub,
Nancy Galbraith, John Galbraith, Stephanie
Spinella, Roy Harris and Terry Harris

Shirley Champagne-Harris
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. . . Holiday Lights – Making Magic . . .

(l-r) Kathy Metzger and Dawn Buxton

David Barnhart
Coos Bay Garden Club - l-r Char Young, Mary Robertson,
Elizabeth Robertson, Linda Johnson, Henry Johnson,
Michi Sherwood, Mary Kerr and Sharon Tedrow

– Other contributions – Apple Juice for Hot Apple
Cider & Lemonade for Punch - Fred Meyer donated 120
cases * Cookies -Fred Meyer, Donna Koski - Substantial
Discount * Cider Spice - Kathi & Dennis Netter,
Joan Clifton, Andrew Netter, Karen & Peter Crosby,
Patricia Stoeckli (from Switzerland) * Food Storage
and Delivery - Day Ship Supply - Bruce Day * Vend
West Services - Lou Leberti , Terry Clinton * Lunches
and Snacks for Volunteers - Roberta Willis, Shirley
Bridgham, Dave Barnhart, Joan Clifton, Chili Discount
- Wendy’s Old Fashion Hamburgers * Housekeeping
- Shirley Bridgham, Joan Clifton, Karen Crosby, Kathi
and Dennis Netter, Robynn Reed * Buttons - Dell and
Roberta Willis * Poster Distribution - Barb Taylor

Dell Willis

Installation of large scale sculptures,
large Christmas trees, hedge stakes, path
chains, etc – Shutter Creek Correctional
Officers and Work Crews

Bikers for Christ, Coos County Chapter L-R - Bonita
Schultz, Pastor Lee Taft, Beth Taft, Kelly Felker.
Groff Felker, Leigh Shore

. . . Holiday Lights – Making Magic . . .

New Animated Seagulls in the Entrance

New Animated Red Crabs join the popular
Undersea Garden

More than 60 Lighted Sculpture Displays
• Designed to reflect our coastal setting
• Sculpture Brochure Available at the IGC
Also Available at www.shoreacres.net
Dusk is a “Favorite Time” at the Holiday Lights

Garden House Making Magic Inside!
By Robynn Reed, Chair, House Decorating

L

ast season we had a few special
additions to our long list of
community volunteers who help
make the annual Holidays Light display
possible. We were excited to have Miss
Holly Yovino's fourth grade students from
Millicoma School participating. They created
hand made ornaments to help decorate
two trees in the “kids” room of the Garden
House. Thank you to Sierra A., Jake B., Kris
C., Johnny D., Lillian D., Aspen E., Willow E.,
Wyatt G., Karli K., Braedy K., John L., Brett M., Dylan M., Alexis O-M.,
Morgan P., Adrian P., Ethan R., Hope S., Kendra S., Cameron T., Hailey T.,
Orion T., & Marley U.
• We also had colorful “ornament” mittens created by Marlene Davis
from Bandon to add to the theme.
• Myrna Epperson added her knitting skills to contribute child size
scarves for our theme this year. These colorful scarves were to be
given to the young artists after the Holiday Lights event.
• Ann Mintonye loaned Norman Rockwell plates again.
• Jim and Mary Ann Howard loaned a couple of “old” clocks and a
unique planter.
• Melisa Hovey loaned a patriotic wreath for the display.
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As the ‘House Elves” Chloe Eberlein and I were excited to have
these artistic contributions and remind visitors to always take a peak
upstairs! Also, it is never too early or too late in life to volunteer in our
community!
We appreciate these contributions to this wonderful holiday
celebration and hope you will visit– rainy or dry, warm or cold!

Garden House Co-Chair - Chloe Eberlein * Michael and Adam Reed, Ellie
Kinney-Martial * Pam Stevens, Shutter Creek Correctional Officers and
Work Crews
Donated Items - Lanterns - Jack Gilham and Joan Clifton * Bookcases &
Louvered Screen - Butch & Kathy Hutchinson * China Figurines - Debbie
Webb * Decorative Ladder - Doug Eberlein * Radio - Dayton Hughes and
family * Entrance Table and Roll Top Desk-Marshfield Bargain House-Steve
Schneiderman * Antique Doll - Headlands Country Mercantile * Crochet
Lace Doilies - Sarah Kimball * Needlepoint Santa Picture - Shary Brams *
Loaned Items - B&B Bed - Shary Brams & Greg Horning * Corner Cabinet
and Ship’s Wheel- John McKeown * Misc. Items - Mike, Robynn & Adam Reed

Holiday Lights – Early Publicity
THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - October 28, 2015

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 5, 2015

Nature’s Alert

A Sure Sign that it’s time
to set up the Holiday
Lights at Shore Acres!

THE WORLD, Coos Bay, Ore. - November 7, 2015

Holiday Lights – Recap and Appreciation
Holiday Lights 2015 — An Estimated 49,228 Visitors

30 Countries (Other than the U.S.) • 43 States and Washington, D.C.
Cities and Towns: 201 Oregon • 126 California • 57 Washington • 185 cities and towns from other states
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Auckland, New Zealand - Exceptional lighting display
Barnstable, MA - Magical - Uplifting community effort
Bend, OR - Every year it takes my breath away
Boise, ID - Gorgeous, we love coming every year
Brookings, OR - Epic!! Worth the drive
Burlington, Iowa - 1st time -Amazing!!
Cave Junction, OR - Our after Christmas tradition
Charles City, IA - Beautiful
Clackamas, OR - So cool, we come every year
Coos Bay, OR - Beautiful, love the bear room! Gorgeous! Every detail
Deschutes, OR - Splendiferous!
great. - Fort Collins, CO
Dublin, Ireland - It’s grrrrreat!
Never miss the magic! Charleston, OR
Eugene, OR - Great designs!
Fair Oaks, CA - Gorgeous! Worth the trip!
Mesmerizing!
Lakeside, OR
Gleneden Beach, OR - Best in the Northwest!
Gold Beach, OR - We are mesmerized!
Perfect! - New York, NY
Lakeside, OR - Wonderful! Great gift shop
Amazingly beautiful!
Littleton, NH - Beautiful - Wicked pretty
Sioux Falls, SD
Los Angeles, CA - Beautiful! Love the theme :)
Modesto, CA - Best house in Oregon!!
Newport, OR - Beautiful wonderland of lights
North Bend, OR - Beautiful tree in the living room!
Oakland, OR - A yearly family tradition!!
Oregon City, OR - Beautiful day or night
Portland, OR - Worth every mile
Rancho Murieta, Sacramento - Love the animals!!!
Reno, NV - Wish we had one, Amazing!!
Roseburg, OR - Beautiful memories!!
Sacramento. CA - Inspires Joy and Holiday Cheer
Salem, OR - Better than Disneyland!
San Diego, CA - Beautiful decorations
Seattle, WA - This is so special
Springfield, OR - Beyond expectations, spectacular
Stockton, CA - Sensational
Sutherlin, OR - Love the lights, perfect family outing
Troutdale, OR - Great Brass Ensemble
Tucson, AZ - Breathtaking
Yachats, OR - 1st of many trips
Yreka, CA - Always love it!

Thanks, Lights Pledge Supporters 2015!
LED Lights
5,600*

Abel Insurance Agency–Harry and Francie Abel *
Prudential Seaboard Properties *

3,334*

The Mill Casino Hotel and RV Park *

2,100*

Captain John’s Motel–Hon-chi Teng and Fang-chuan Lin *
Edgewater Inn Motel, Coos Bay * The Portside Restaurant
* Jim and Diane Verger *

2,000*

Coastal Paper and Supply–Bob and Johanna Dillard *
Barbara K. Mills *

1,667*

Cornelia and Don Barnhart * Nasburg Huggins Insurance *

1,400*

Azalea Acres, Inc.–Richard, Betty, Steven and Wesa Liles *
David and Shirley Bridgham *
Coos Bay Grocery Outlet–Patricia & Sven Backman and Crew
* J. W. White Painting–Jay and Melody White *
Miller’s at the Cove Sports Bar & Grill *
Pacific Corp/Pacific Power  * Nancy Robinson *

1,334*

Oyster Cove LLC–Martha Butler *

1,125*

Coos Bay Fire Department *

1,050*

Michael A. Gordon, CPA (Not Your Basic Bean Counter) *

1,000*

Best Western Holiday Motel *

807*

Tom’s Lock & Key–Steve and Cathy Clark *

700*

Art Connection * Bob’s Appliance–Bob and Gayle DePeal *
Cheslock Optical–Dr. James and Rhea Cheslock *

Special Thanks - 2015
•

Ray Gapp * Honda World * Dennis and Jo Lynne Roberts *
Ron and Pauline Vierra–Slippery Slope Soap Shop *
Windermere / North Point Inc.  *
667*

This Olde House Bed and Breakfast Inn–Sally White *

500*

James and Archina Davenport *

434*

High Tide Cafe LLC–Carol Rodde and Steve Raplee *

400*

Charleston Harbor Inn in memory of John A. Castro *

360*

Cedar Electric and Construction, Inc. *

350*

Gold Coast Truck Repair–Butch and Jacque Shields *
Betsy Groben *
Crystal and Gene Shoji – Shoji Planning, LLC *
Donald and Priscilla Zobel *

•
•
•
•

Fred Meyer - 24th year providing 100 cases
of frozen apple juice for hot apple cider, 12
cases of frozen lemonade for punch and
generous discount on cookies
Vend West - Lou Leberti - 27th year - Food
Storage and Delivery
Roto Rooter- Jim and Mike Collatt - 22nd
year of providing “Santacans” at a
substantial discount.
Day Ship Supply - Bruce Day - 18th year Cookie Storage and Delivery
Dave’s Trees - Dave Hannah - 15th year Outdoor Christmas Trees

Memorable Holiday Lights Visit

As part of their visit to the Holiday Lights at Shore Acres on December 30, 2015,
Carol Ventgen and Mike Perkins and David and Shirley Bridgham traveled south to Cape Arago State Park,
where Shirley captured this Memorable photo . . . Sometimes, photographers get lucky!

“The purpose of Friends of Shore Acres, Inc. is to participate in interpretive, educational, and physical
development programs with Sunset Bay Management Unit.” FoSA Bylaws
Three of the parks in the Sunset Bay Management Unit are Sunset Bay, Shore Acres, and Cape Arago.
This photo was taken at Cape Arago on Dec. 30, 2015 when visitors had the opportunity to see a glorious sunset.

Shirley Bridgham

Our Mission –

Looking Back at a Different Memorable Visit
Friends and Friends’ Journal Travel to France and Share a Bit of History
By Carol Ventgen

It is filled with climber rose trees and
has an alley of orange trees. There is
a large cutting garden here, filled with
flowers exclusively produced to grace the
rooms of the Chateau.

W

hile I’m in a catch-up mode, I’m
attaching a photo of the Chateau de
Chenonceau in the Loire Valley of
France where Mike and I visited in 2013 and
2014, one of the most magnificent of many
wonderful chateaux in France.
The back story: Its construction began in
1513. King Henry II moved in at one point
and in 1547 he gave the Chateau to his mistress, Diane de Poitiers. She added
an arched bridge across the Cher River to access hunting grounds. She took a
small, rustic garden established by the previous owner and turned it into a lovely
formal garden divided into four large triangles set in impressive fruit trees, with
strawberry plants and violets bordering the paths. The "Le Jardin de Diane"
fountain she installed still sits in the center of the garden. (Diane's garden is seen
in the photo with Mike.) She enjoyed the Chateaus and her garden until the king
died of injuries sustained in a jousting tournament in 1559.
Upon his death, Henry’s vengeful wife, Catherine de Medicis, unceremoniously
kicked Diane out and into a much drabber chateau called Chaumont. Catherine
added a three-story structure on top of Diane’s bridge and created her own
garden (The photo with me).

Note: Carol and her husband Mike Perkins
are long-time dedicated Friends’ members
and holiday lights volunteers. They do
most of the set-up of the Undersea Garden
and help with the rest of the lights display,
including take-down!

Another interesting part of its history
is that during World War I, the Grand
Gallery served as a military hospital where
more than 2,200 soldiers were cared for.
During World War II, the Cher River that
flows under the Chateau's Gallery was the
border between the French State that had
sovereignty over southern France, and Nazicontrolled northern France. Chenonceau
saw many prisoner swaps, and also some
prisoner escapes.

Springtime Publicity – 2016
Spring 2016
VISITOR GUIDE

N

o matter how many times I travel
along these 363 miles, the Oregon
Coast continues to amaze me.
Although it is always a different experience
from day to day and season to season, it
never fails to provide a “wow.” One of
my favorite stops on the South Oregon
Coast is Cape Arago, a required side trip
off Highway 101 for any traveler, in my
opinion. It is a drive of less than a half
hour from downtown Coos By or North
Bend to reach a remarkable string of three
State Parks along this spectacular cape.
You start with a scenic view of Sunset Bay,
a protected cove and beach with rocky
reefs and islands guarding its mouth. As
you continue, views of the Cape Arago
Lighthouse emerge before you reach Shore
Acres State Park and one of the most
amazing viewpoints in Oregon. It’s known
for great wave action year round, but when
storms whip up huge swells, there’s no
other place like it. The reefs and cliff sides
turn incoming waves into explosions that
resemble fireworks, then water cascades
like a waterfall down richly textured rock
formations. I’m always entranced by
this constantly changing scene, making it
difficult for me to leave as I convince myself
to stay for “just one more wave.” On this
visit, the sun broke out a few minutes
between showers and rainbow appeared
and dissolved with each momentous crash.
Nearby, simpson Reef is usually active
with sea lions whose bellowing echoes
throughout the areas. Finally, Cape Arago
State Park denotes the end of the road
with expansive views and access to colorful
intertidal areas. Hike the length of this
stunning cape in spring and you’re likely
to enjoy wildflower dotted trails and catch
glimpses of seals nursing their newborns.
Although Cape Arago is exceptional, it’s
not an exception. The momentous Oregon
Coast has many surprises in store for your
next visit.
Gary Hayes
Coast Explorer Publisher

Rhododendron Sunday, Mother’s Day – May 8, 2016

SW Oregon Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society - Marjene MacIntyre,
Bob MacIntyre, Liz Hultin, Tom Hultin, Dan Nickell, Jack Hackett, Ray Lee

Tulips and Hino Crimson Azaleas

Park Visitors and Darrell and Carol Sanders

Art in the Park Event – 2016 – Shore Acres
By Kristin Hovenkotter Greco, Ranger Assistant

S

hore Acres State Park hosted a Shakespeare
in the Park event with actors from area
theatres. This was the first of two Art in
the Park events at Shore Acres and Sunset Bay.
We applied for and were approved to receive
grants from the Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department Heritage Fund designed to bring
artistic events to our State Parks.
Fifteen different local thespians from three
different community theatre groups (Logos
Players, The Dolphin Players, and Little Theatre on
the Bay) took part in this free event, performing
two monologues and four scenes from a variety of
William Shakespeare’s plays. These scenes were
performed once each day, and took place in two
different locations within Shore Acres Gardens.

The total amount of attendees for the event over the four
days was approximately 280 people who got to experience
the amazing works of William Shakespeare in the beautiful
outdoor setting of Shore Acres Gardens.
The community seemed to fully support this endeavor,
and we hope it can become an annual event at Shore Acres.
All feedback has been excellent, and all the volunteer
participants had wonderful things to say about the
experience and want to take part again in the future. Look
for our next Shakespeare in the Park event to be a full play,
taking place in September of 2017.

More than one task . . .

Lisa Phillips

The Friends of Shore Acres were instrumental
in putting on this event, funding the rental of
chairs for the audience, as well as the tent and
stage for the Rose Garden location. Volunteers
from the friends also had the Garden House
open each day, with cookies and juice for the
spectators, who attended in numbers over 80
every day.

Kristin, as Bottom refuses to die peacefully.
n addition to writing the grant and organizing and
coordinating the event, Kristin Hovenkotter Greco
played Bottom from "A Midsummer Night's Dream" in
the Logos scene that closed the show.
This scene was a compilation of the players being
assigned their parts for a play to be performed at the
Duke's wedding as well as the actual play-within-a-play
itself, the famous "Wall Scene."
Bottom, an arrogant and obnoxious person, is
cast as Pyramus, a mythological lover whose story is
reminiscent of Romeo and Juliet, wherein he "dies most
gallant for love" in a very drawn-out and hilariously
over-dramatic manner.

I

Shakespeare near the Rose Garden

Shakespeare in the Pavilion

Art in the Park Event – 2016 – Sunset Bay

T

By Kristin Hovenkotter Greco, Ranger Assistant

he other Art in the Park event was a free watercolor
painting day at Sunset Bay on June 4th, State Parks
Day. We held an instructional session that morning,
two teachers from the Bay Area Artists' Association came in
to do watercolor painting lessons for adults, and then in the
afternoon, the local Plein Air painters and members of the public
participated in a "Paint Out" where supplies were provided to
anyone who wanted to sit and paint outside at Sunset Bay.
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Thank you, Friends of Shore Acres, for helping
bring fantastic art events to our community!
Shayla Van Tassel holds up her work from the
morning instructional session. Shayla also played
Juliet in a scene during the Shakespeare event.

Twenty-one people participated in the 2-hour watercolor instructional
session led by members of the Bay Area Artists Association.

Participants painting “en plein air” out in nature during the
afternoon Paint Out session. Fifty-one people participated, creating
watercolor paintings of Sunset Bay in the beautiful sunshine.

News from the Sunset Bay Management Unit
By Preson Phillips, Park Manager

Ranger Garrett Albiston begins the first of many
table restorations at Cape Arago State Park.

First one done!

Northwest Youth Corps team members stretch
before another day of building the East Loop Trail.

Park Rangers Pam Stevens and Ellie Kinney-Martial
install new traffic counter loop at Shore Acres.

The tide pools at Sunset Bay are alive with sea critters
and families during a minus tide.

New traffic control fencing south of Simpson
Reef Overlook

Rose Sunday, Father’s Day – June 19, 2016

Rosarians Steve Pennington and Lou Kolkhorst
answered questions and offered some tips for
growing beautiful, healthy roses.

The SouthWestern Oregon Rose Society displayed
different types of roses with a rainbow of colors
and fragrances.

Darrell and Carol Sanders

Picking up coins.
AARS Rose Display Garden at Shore Acres

“A Gathering of Finches” Author Jane Kirkpatrick
Speaks at Shore Acres - June 26, 2016
The author signed her books, made a presentation and remained to chat with visitors.
Friends of Shore Acres served refreshments.

Note from Jane:
I received a lovely letter from
a young mother that moved
me in the way that I hope
my novels move others: to
consider the power of their
own stories, their own home
towns, their own families.
History and story enrich our
lives and between history and
story lies memory. This young
woman, now a mother, made
memories. I couldn't be happier.

Inspiration for the book:

Twenty years ago Coos Bay residents Ken and Nancy Tedder brought
their relatives Jane and Jerry Kirkpatrick to Shore Acres State Park. What
followed was the acclaimed book A Gathering of Finches (1997) by author
Jane Kirkpatrick. That visit to the park led to her journey to discover
the story of Cassie Hendricks Stearns Simpson for whom Louis Simpson
designed this now jewel of a state park.
“I kept trying to find out what kind of a woman would inspire this
beautiful place,” said Kirkpatrick. “My husband loves me very much but
he gives me earrings. Who was this woman and why didn’t we know more
about her?”
With some trepidation she called on descendant of Cassie Simpson, Mrs.
Peg Day, who enthusiastically joined her quest helping her uncover lost
documents.
“The book has touched people from around the world,” Kirkpatrick says.
“I hear from descendants of Louie’s brother and sister and from people who
read the book and said they’d changed their lives because of it.” The book
was adapted into a stage production performed by North Bend’s Waterfront
Players led by Judy McDonald in the early 2000s. Kirkpatrick dedicated the
book to her sister, Judy Hurtley, who died later that year.
Thousands of visitors each year enjoy the gardens and Kirkpatrick notes
that people make the trek with family members to see for themselves this
lavish estate that marked a great though tragic love affair.

Letter from Attendee
Hi Jane,
Thanks again for speaking at Shore Acres today, and for taking a
picture with me! I can't emphasize enough how much your book (and
others, but particularly 'A Gathering of Finches') influenced me and
made me fall in love with the history of my hometown.
My parents owned a charter fishing business in Charleston, OR so I
spent most of my childhood on boats and at the beach. Growing up in
that environment you don't quite realize how unique and special the
Oregon coast is. And like many people that grow up in Coos County, I
visited Shore Acres every December for the spectacular light display. I
just had no idea that Shore Acres had such a history!
When I was in high school I read your book for the first time and
my curiosity was insatiable. It blew my mind that you were writing
about people in my own town, and mentioning places I had been to dozens of times. (I can still
vividly remember your description of the Simpsons trying to get to the Shore Acres location, and to
this day I cannot fathom how they built roads and traveled.)
Because I had a job shelving books at the public library, I started researching the Simpson
family, Shore Acres, and Coos County. I dragged my mom and sister all over, trying to find historical
markers. We hiked all over Shore Acres. I was able to recall important events in the book and really
connect to the history. It was a great summer, and even when I went to college and brought friends
home to visit I became a little tour guide for the history of Shore Acres. :)
Thank you again for helping me appreciate the history of my home! It was a pleasure to meet
you and hear you speak.
Warmly, Brittany Daugherty

Friends’ Information & Gift Center (IGC)
An all-volunteer operation managed by Lou and Sharon Kolkhorst

OPEN HOURS
Jan. thru Feb. 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Mar. thru Thanksgiving Eve - 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Thanksgiving thru New Year’s Eve - 3:30 -9:30 pm
541-888-2472
1-866-888-6100

T

he IGC carries a variety of items for everyone. For the hiker we
have walking sticks, energy bars, sunflower seeds and candy bars.
For the historian we have many books related to our area. Home
schooling? We have books and science project kits. Interested in
birds? We have binoculars, feeders, and informative books about care
or identifying our local birds. We have information and houses for bats.
We have a wide range of puppets, toys, puzzles and activities for the
youth in your family. We have great DVDs showing the history of the
park, Holiday Lights and screen savers of the park for those that live
away from our area that you would like to share this great place. We
have jackets, sweatshirts and T-shirt, jewelry, purses and much more
for your fashion needs. We carry sculptures, soaps and pine baskets .
. . and the list goes on. Many of these products are made in the USA,
Oregon and locally.

Simpson Books In Stock Now
“A Gathering of Finches” by Jane Kirkpatrick
“L J: The Uncommon Life of Louis Jerome Simpson”
By Judy and Dick Wagner
“The Simpsons of Shore Acres” by Stephen Dow Beckham
Volunteers are always Welcome
to help us in the IGC

If you really want to have fun and have a
spare Saturday or Sunday during the year,
please call Lynn at 541-267-0693 and tell her
you would like to volunteer.
The Information and Gift Center phone
is 541-888-2472 or toll free 866-888-6100 if
you just have a question for us.

Oregon Coast Music Festival Garden Concert – July 23, 2016
“The Klezsmonauts” - Klezmer Music

(l-r) Ray Daniels, Dell Willis, Carl Siminow, Dennis Netter,
and David Bridgham helped direct and park cars.

Sharon Frank, Art Car, Norma Davis, and Janette Car sell
sundaes and lemonade. Kathi and Dennis Netter provided
the raspberries that folks have come to expect.

Bonsai Day with the Bay Area Bonsai Society - August 20

Norm Herning, George Ahuna, Betty Kennedy and Eva Ahuna

Visitors get their Bonsai Questions answered.

The Society’s 75-Yr old Mascot Tree, pictured
as part of the Logo on Norm’s shirt.

Mike Wahlberg, Betty Kennedy & Jessica Morrison

Friends of Shore Acres, Inc.
Continued in Album 30:
Annual Year - September 1, 2016 - August 31, 2017

Album 29 - Completed May 24, 2021
Book and PDF Versions
Note: Album Completed During the
Coronavirus-19 Pandemic of 2020-21
Content Sources - FoSA Minutes, Photos,
Publicity Clippings, FoSA Journals
More Information:
www.shoreacres.net – Journal/Newsletters

